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THE 

AUTHOR’S 

PREFACE. 


A T length I have the happinefs to fend from 
the Prefs the concluding Volume of my Travels. 
It contains a farther Account of the Japanefe 
nation, my departure for Batavia, and the de- 
fcription of the Hand of Java ; after that my 
V oyage to Ceylon, and my T ravels on the coafts 
of this ifland; and finally my Voyage home by 
the Cape of Good Hope, through Holland, 
England, and Germany. 

With a view to illuftrate a part of what I have 
here treated of, I have added a few Plates, de- 
fcriptive of the Japanefe and Indian Utenfils and 
Furniture. 

In this volume I have mentioned feveral articles, 
which are either in general ufe at prefent, or at 
leafi: may be rendered beneficial and ferviceable, 
and applied to fome ufeful purpole, e. g. 

A 2 Articles 
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Articles ufed as Food, — i. In Japan. — 2. In 
Java . — And 3. In Ceylon. 

i. The flelh of Whales, the Perea 6-lineata, 
the Clupea thriffa, Shrimps, and Crabs, 
Salmon, Oyfters, and univalve Shell-fifh ; 
Rice, Buck-Wheat, Barley, and Wheat, 
the Holcus Sorghum (or Millet), the Cy- 
nofurus coracanus, Panicum corvi and ver- 
ticillatum, Sium fifarum, Solanum me- 
longena, and tuberofum, I^raffica rapa. 
Arum efculentum, Sagittaria fagittata. Po- 
lygonum multiflorum, Diofcorea japoni a, 
Daucus carota. Convolvulus edulis, Lac- 
tuca fativa, Pifum fativum, Vicia faba, the 
Phaleoli, and various lpecies of Dolichos ; 
China and Seville Oranges, Lemons, Shad- 
docks, Pears, Peaches, Plumbs, Cherries, 
Medlars, Kaki-figs, Grapes, Pomegranates, 
Chefnuts, and Walnuts. 

%. Birds-nefts. 

3. The Mufa paradiliaca and troglodytarum, 
the Radermachise, Bolange, Paningai, and 
Cocoa-nuts. 

For Prejerves and SpU.es : 

1. The Amomum mioga , Bamboo, Raphanus 
fativus, or Radifhes, Lycoperdon tuber, or 
Truffles, the Agarics, the Fagara piperita, 
^nd Capficum, or Cayenne Pepper, the 
Cucupijs melo, Pepo and Conomon. 

2. The 
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i. The Cardamomum compattum, and Cu- 
bebs. 

3. Alpinia, the different Peppers, the Cheri- 
melle and Marmelle. 

Oils for drejfmg Meat , for Lamps and Candles. 

r. The Sifamum, Camellia japonica, Bigno- 
nia tomentofa, Dryandra, Rhus fuccedanea 
and vernix, Taxus baccata and Ginko, 
Braffica orientalis, Laurus camphora and 
glauca, Melia azedarach. Cocoa-nut. 

For Quick/et -Hedges : The Jatropha curcas, 

Ophioglofium fcandens and Cocoa-tree. 

F or Paper, Fans , and Umbrellas: The Licuala 
and Boraffus. 

For Bottles : The Cucurbita lagenaria. 

For Lackering: Gum Lac, from the Croton. 

For Materials for dying : The Polygonum chi- 
nenfe, barbatum and aviculare. 

For Combs : The wood of the Myrica nagi. 

For Furniture and various forts of Cabinet and 
Joiners-Work : The Pinus fylvtftris, Cu- 
preffus japonica, Taxus macrophylla, and 
Calaminder-wood. 

For Cloaths : Cotton, Silk, and the Urtica nivea. 

For Remedies : Camphor, Moxa ; the Dolichos 
pruriens, Ariftolochia indica, Periploca in- 
dica, various forts of Cinnamon, Lopes- 
root, the Moringa, Stink-tree, Serpent- 
ftones, the Lignum Colubrinum, Gphi- 
A 3 orhiza 
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orhiza mungos, F hinoceros’s-horn, and a 
variety of other articles, which are noted 
down feparately and by themfelves, for 
Java, from p. 145 to p. 150. 

japan is in many refpects a lingular country, 
when compared with the different ftates of Eu- 
rope. In it we behold a Form of Government , 
which has exilted without change or revolution 
lor ages ; ftrict and unviolated Laws ; the molt 
excellent Infiitutions and Regulations in the towns, 
the villages, and upon the roads ; a drefs, coiffure 
and cuftoms, that, for feveral centuries, have 
undergone no alteration ; innumerable inhabitants 
without parties, firife, or dijeord, without difeon- 
tent, difir ejs, or emigrations ; Agriculture in a 
highly flourilhing Hate, and a foil in an unpa- 
rallelled ftate of cultivation ; all the Necejjaries of 
life abounding, even to fuperfluity, in the land, 
without any need of foreign commerce ; befides 
a multiplicity of other advantages. 

Among the Rulers of the Country are to be 
found neither Throne, Sceptre, Crown, nor any 
other fpecies of Royal Foppery, which in molt 
courts dazzles and blinds the wondering eyes of 
the fimple multitude ; no Eftablifhment of a 
Royal Houfehold, no Lords in waiting, nor Maids 
of Honor ; no extenfive and magnificent range 
of Stables, no profufion of Horjes and Elephants , 

nor 
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nt>r Majlers of Horfe no Equipages , Wheel- 
Carriages , nor Cavalry ; no Wars nor Ambaffa - 
dors ; no Public Funbiionaries, unufed to or un- 
qualified for their refpedtive pods ; no Corpora- 
lions, Impofts, nor other Monopolies ; no Play- 
no r CofFee-houfes, no Taverns nor Ale-houfesj 
and confequently no consumption of Coffee, 
Chocolate, Brandy, Wine, Bifhop, or Punch? 
no privileged Soil, no wade Lands, and not a 
Tingle Meadow ; no National Debt, no Paper 
Currency, no Courfe of Exchange, and no Bankers , 

Java and Ceylofi are, in faff, two of the mod 
fortunate ifiands on the whole face of the globe, 
with refpedt to their fituation under a warm 
climate, their abundant Supply of fain, and the 
fertility of their foil ; but the Government of 
thefe' ifiands is of various kinds, always delpotic, 
and the Religion, for the mod part, Mahome- 
tanifm ; whereas the happinefs of the people 
mult be in a redraint which renders them Stupid 
and fuperditious, cringing and rebellious, poof 
and fiothful, condantly objedts of commiferation j 
and this wretched Slate has been rendered the 
more opprefiive to them, inafmuch as the Euro- 
peans, who trade with them, have, by their 
fuperior information, their Chridianity and Hu- 
manity, in tire lad centuries, neither melio- 
rated their condition, nor made their fetters fit 
A 4 lighter 


lighter upon them j* but rather, by their infariable 
avarice, aggravated their yoke, and increafed 
both the degree and number of their unmerited 
fufferings. And, indeed, how is it poflible for 
the people of a country to be happy, where no 
1 aw obtains but the caprice of individuals ; where 
the life of man is not more regarded than that 
of the brute creation ; where there is no fecurity, 
nor real property, and where there is fcarcely 
the lead: idea of liberty, or of great and noble 
actions ? 

During the {pace of nine years, which I fpent 
in foreign countries, I have had many definable 
and happy opportunities of difcovering and col- 
ledting new and hitherto unknown treafures from 
the exhauftlefs mine of Nature. Thofe, which 
I have already been enabled to arrange and de- 
fer! be, amount to a confiderable number; the 
new animals to nearly 400, the new genera of 
plants to 75, and the fpecies of plants to up- 
wards of 500 ; not to mention all thofe, which 
I ftill keep by me for farther examination. 

On my arrival in Stockholm, in the month of 
April, 177 9, I had the honor, at the Levee in 
Drotningholm, and ftill farther afterwards on the 
fame day, in a private audience, to render an 
account to a great and gracious King of the 
general termination of my foreign T ravels abroad, • 
* the 
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the molt remarkable things and occurrences in 
them, efpecially with relpeft to the almoft un- 
known country of Japan, of my own private 
adventures, and the difcoveries, which might be 
confidered as being in a greater or lefs degree 
ufefiil; 

During my abfence I had, on the 3 i ft of May, 
1777, been appointed by the Privy-Counfellor 
Rudenschioeld, Chancellor of the Univerfity 
of Upfal, Botanical Lecturer at that Univerfity, 
to which office I now received my patent from 
the hands of my Patron, the King’s firft Phy- 
lician, the Chevalier Baecks. March 5th, 1781, 
on occafion of Profeflbr Linnaeus’s making a 
Tour into foreign parts, I was appointed O verfeer 
of die Botanical Garden, and to prefide over the 
public Ledtures. November the 7th, 1781, I 
received his Majefty’s Patent to be Profeflbr 
Extraordinarily, together with an increafe of 
ialary. September 7th, 1784, I was appointed 
Ordinarius Medicinte Profeflbr, and Profeflbr of 
Botany. In the lame year, I had the honor to 
be defied- Prefldent of the Academy of Sciences 
in Stockholm. In June, 1785, I was chofen 
Reftor of the Academy in Upfal, and on the 
2 ift of November of the fame year, was created 
a Knight of the Royal Order of Vafa. 

Divers foreign Phiiofophi-cal Societies have at 
different times done me the honor to chufe me 
a Member of their Learned AiTociations. 


Tlie 
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The Imperialis Natur. Curiofor. 

The Norwegian Society, 1772, October 1 7^ 
The Lunden Phyfiogr. 1773, December 8. 
The Upsal Society, 1777. 

The Stockholm Society of Sciences, 1780. 
The Haarlem Society, 1781, May 21. 

The Amsterdam Society, 1781. 

The Stockholm Oeconom. Patr. 1782, 
March 16. 

The Montpelier, 1784, July 1. 

The Parisian Society of Agriculture, 1785, 
July 7* 

The Zeeland Society in Flulhing, 1785. 

The Berlin Soc. Nat. Scrut. 

The Edinburgh Nat. Stud. 1786, May 4. 
The Edinburgh Medical Society. 

The Florentine, 1787, Feb. 7. 

The Parisian Academy of Sciences, 1787, 
September 5. 

The Halle Soc. Nat. Scrut. 1787, May 12. 
The London Royal Society, 1788. 

The London Linmean Soc. 1788, March 8. 
The London Medical Soc. 1789. 

The Batavian Ind. Orient. 

The Parisian Society of Nat. Hiftory, 1791, 
January 7. 

The Philadelphian Society, i79i,Aprili5 
The Copenhagen Society of Nat. Hiftory, 
1792, June 8. 

. The, 
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The Works I publilhed after my return home, 
were as follows : 

ift. My Travels, in four Volumes, printed 
at Upfal, between the years 1788 and 1793. 
Tranflated into German, at Berlin ; into Englilh, 
at London, and into French, at Paris. 

2ndly, My Inaugural Oration, on the 
Species of Coin, that have been ftruck in Japan, 
held before the Academy of Sciences at Stock- 
holm, the 25th of Auguft, 1779. Tranflated 
into Dutch, and printed at Amilerdam in 1780, 
and afterwards into German in 1784. 

3dly, My Speech, on laying down the office 
of Prefident in the Stockholm Academy of Sci- 
ences, on the Japanele nation, Nov. 3, 1784. 
Tranflated into German by Stridfberg, Francfort, 
1785. 

4thly, My Oration in Commemoration of 
the AfleiTor and Provincial Phyfician, Doctor 
Montin. Stockholm, 1791, 8vo. 

5thly, Flora Japonica, printed at Leipfic, 
1784, 8vo. with 39 Plates. 

6fhly, My Academical Disputations have 
been as follows : 

1. De venis reforbentibus. Pnef. C. v. Linn6. 

1767. 4. 

2. De Il'chiade. Prtef. J. Sidrcn. 1770. 

3. De 
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3. De Gardenia. Refp. Djupe&ius. 1780. 

Tab. 2. Recenferad i Upf. Sallk. Tidn. 
1781. No. 49. 

4. De Protea. Refp. Gevalin. 1781. Tab. 5. 

5. Oxalis. Refp. Hast. 1781. Tab. 2. 

6. Nova Plantarum genera. P. 1. Refp. C. 

HornsteDt. 1781. Tab. 1. 

7. Novas Infectorum Species, p. 1. Relp. 

Casstrom. 1781. Tab. 1. 

8. Nova Plantarum genera, p. 2. Relp. 

Sahlberg. 1782. Tab. 1. 

9. Iris. Relp. Ekman. 1782. Tab. 2. 

10. Novas Inledtorum Species, p. 2. Relp. 

Eke lund. 1783. Tab. 1. 

11. Nova Plantarum genera, p. 3. Relp. 

Lodin. 1783. Tab. 1. 

12. Ixia. Relp. Rung. 1783. Tab. 2. 

13. Novas Infedlorum Species, p. 3. 1784. 

Tab. 1. Relp. Lundahl. 

14. Novas Infedtorum Species, p. 4. 1784. 

Tab. 1. Refp. Engestrom. 

15. Gladiolus. Refp. Ajmel/eus. 1784. Tab. a. 

16. Nova genera Plantarum. p. 4. Refp. Berg. 

17. Nova genera Plantarum. p. 5. Relp. Blu- 

menbsrg. 1784. T. 1. 

18. Infedla Svecica. p. 1. Refp. Borgstrom. 

1784. Tab. r. 

19. Aloe. Relp. Hesselius. 1785. 

20. Medicina Africanorum. Refp. Berg. 1783, 

21. Erica. 
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21 . Erica. Refp. Struve. Tab. 6. 1785. 

22 . Ficus. Refp. Gedntr. 1786. t. 1. 

23. Mi. Gum Natural. Acad. Upf. p. 1. Relp. 

Radlc-ff. 1787. 

24. - - - - p. 2. Refp. Holmer. 1787. 

25. - - - - p. 3. Relp. Ekeberg. 1787. 

26. Mufeum Natural. Acad. Upf. p. 4. Relp. 

Bjerkcn. 1787. Tab. 1. 

_ _ _ - p. 5. Refp. Gallcn. 1787. 

28. Morara. Refp. Zach. Colliander. 1787. 

Tab. 2 . 

29. Mufeum Natural. Acad. Upf. p. 6. Refp. 

Schal6n. 1788. Tab. 1. 

30. Reftio. Refp. Petr. Lundmark. 1788. 

Tab. 1. 

31. Arbor toxicaria Macaflarienfis. 2. Relp. 

Ajmel^eus. 1788. 

32. Moxae atque ignis in Medicina rational! 

Ufus. Refp. Hallman. 1788. 

33. Myriftica. Relp. Radlqff. 1788. 

34. Caryophylii Aromatici. Relp. Hast. 1788. 

35. Mufeum Natural. Acad. Upf. p. 7. Relp. 

Branzell. 1789. 

36. Charadteres generum Infedtorum. Relp. 

Torner. 1789. 

37. Mufeum Natural. Acad. Upf. p, 8. Relp. 

Rademine. 1789. 

38. Novae Infedtorum Species, p. 5. Refp. 

Nor^us. 1789. Tab. 1. 


39. Murtena 
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39. Mursena et Ophichtus. Refp. Ahl. 1789. 

Tab. 2. 

40. Remedia nonnulla indigena. Refp. Hol- 

MER. I79O. 

41. Mufeum Natural. Acad. Upf. Append. 1. 

Refp. Lundelius. 1 7 9 x . 

42. Mufeum Natural. Acad. Upf. Append. 2. 

Yman. 1791. 

43. Mufeum Natural. Acad. Upf. p. 9. Refp. 

Ekelund. 1791. 

44. Nova; Infedtorum Species, p. 6. Refp. 

Lagus. 1791. 

45. Mufeum Natural. Acad. Upf. p. 10. Relp. 

Kugelberg. 1791. 

46. Flora Stregnefenfis. Refp. Carlson. 1791. 

47. Infedta Svecica. p. 2. Refp. Becklin. 1791. 

Tab. 1. 

48. - - - p. 3. Refp. Akerman, 1792. 

49. - - - p. 4. Refp. Sebaldt. 1792. 

Tab. 1. 

50. Genera novaPlantarum. p. 6. Refp. Strom. 

1792. 

51. - - - p. 7. Relp. Trafvenfldt. 1792. 

52. Mufeum Natur. Acad. Upf. p. 11. Refp. 

Sjoberg. 1792. 

53. - - - p. 12. Refp. Lindbladh. 1792. 

54. - - - p. 13. Relp. Ferelius. 1792. 

7thly, 
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7 chly. Treatises on Mifcellaneous Subjects, 
Cent in to different learned Societies. 

«• To the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm. 

1. An accident, that happened from White- 

lead being ufed in food, through miftake. 
1773. jft. qu. p. 29. 

2. Defcription of a curious and unknown 

Mufhroom, the Hydnora Africana. 

1775. I ft. qu. p. 69. Plate. 

3. Defcription of a new Genus of Infedts, the 

Pneumora. 1775. 3d.qu. p. 254. Plate. 

4. Rothmannia, a new Genus of Plants. 

1776. ift. qu. p. 65. Plate. 

5 . Defcription of a new Genus of Plants, called 

Radermachia. 1776. 3d. qu. p. 250. 

6. Remarks on the Hydnora Africana. 

1777. 2d. qu. p. 144. Plate. 

7. Defcription of alkzoAR Equinum. 1778. 

ift. qu. p. 27. 

8. A new and, with refpedt to its Genus, 

hitherto unknown Grafs, called the Ehr- 
harta. 1779. 3 d - qu- p. 216. Plate. 

9. Obiervations upon Cinnamon, made at 

Ceylon. 1780. Tranflated and inferted 
into the Tranfadtions of the Flufhing So- 
ciety. Tom. 12. Part 1. by Dr. EIou- 
tuyn. p. 296. 


10. Defcription 



, 10. Defcription of the W eigelia Japonica, a 
fcarce Plant from Japan. 1780. -2d. qu. 

P- I 37 * 

11. Defcription of fome Warm Baths in 

Africa and Alia. 1781. ift. qu. p. 78. 

12. Defcription of two new Insects. 1781. 

2d. qu. p. 168. 

13. Ngctua Serici, a new Silk -Worm. 1781. 

3d. qu. p. 240. Plate. 

14. Defcription of two Species of genuine 

Nutmeg, from the ifland ofBanda. 1782. 

1 ft. qu. p. 46. Plate. 

15. SomeOblervationsinORNiTHOLOCY. 1782. 

2d. qu. p. 1 18. 

16. Defcription of a new Genus of Plants, the 

Fagr^ea Ceilanica. 1782. 2d. qu. p. 132. 
Plate. 

17. On the Oil of Cajoput, and its ufe in 

Medicine. 1782. 3d. qu. p. 223. 

18. Nipa, a new Genus of Palm-tree. 1782. 
3d. qu. p. 231. 

19. On Palm-trees in general, and particu- 

larly on the Licuala Palm. 1782. 4th. qu. 
p. 284. 

20. Defcription of the Houtuynia cordata , a 

Japanefe Genus of Plants. 1783. 2d. qu. 
p. 149. Plate. 

21. Farther Obfervations on Asterias. 1783. 

3d. qu. p. 224. 

2-2. De- 
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32 . Defcription of the Minerals and Pre- 
cxous Stones of Ceylon. 1784. ift. qu 4 

P . 7 °. . 

23. Obfervations on Birds of the Loxia kind, 

at the Cape of Good Hope. 1784. 4th* 
qu. p. 286. 

24. Obfervations on and Defcription of the 

Genus of Plants called Albuca. 1786. 
ift. qu. p. 57. 

25. Obfervations on the Plants called Or- 

chises. 1786. 4th. qu. p. 254. 

26. Defcription of fome rare and unknown 

Species of Lizards. 1787. ad. qu. p. 123. 
Plate. 

27. Defcription of three fpecies of Tortoise. 

1787. 3d. qu. p. 178. 

28. Defcription of the Wildenovia, a rare 

and* new Species of Grafs. 1790. ift. qu. 
p. 26. Plate. 

29. Defcription of two Fishes from Japan. 

1790. 2d. qu. p. 106. Plate. 

30. Defcription of the WahlbomIa Indica. 

1790. 3d. qu. p. 215. Plate. 

31. Two foreign Filhes, the Gobius patella* 

and Silurus lineatus. 1791. 3d. qu. p. 
190. Plates 6. 

32. Two Japanefe Fillies* the Callionymus 

Japonicus, and the Silurus limatus. 1792. 
I ft. qu. p. 29. Plate l, 
yonr iv, a 33, De- 
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- 33. Defcription of the unknown Fifties, the 
Perca 6 -lineata znApiffa. 1792. ad. qu. 

р. 141. Plates 5. 

l 

(i. To the Literary Society in Upsal. 

1. Cycas Caffra. 1775. cum figuris. Vol. 2. 

2. K-empferus illuftratus. p. 1. 1780. Vol. 3. 

3. Cuflonias Genus. 1780. c. f. Vol. 3. 

4. Novas Species Infe&orum Sveciie. 1783. 

с. f. Vol. 4. 

5. K^empferus illuftratus. p. 2. 1783. Vol. 4. 

6 . Curculio Cycadis. 1783. Vol. 4. 

7. DefcriptionesInfe&orumSvecicorum. 179a. 

Vol. 5. p. 85. 

8. Obfervationes in Linguam Japonicam. 

1792. Vol. 5. p. 258. 

y . To the Phyfiographical Society in Lundf. n. 

j. Retzia capenfis. 1776. cum figuris. 

2. Montinia et Papiria. 

3. The Preparation of Gum Aloe in Africa. 

4. Aitonia capenfis. 
jj;. Falkia repens. 

6. Syngnathi nova Species. 

i. To the Norwegian Society in Trondheim. 

1. Hypoxis. 

2. Cliffortias Genus. 
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£. To the Society of Sciences at Haarlem. 

,i Obfervationes Thermometricae in japonia 
habitse. 

2. Cryptogamarum fruftificatio in Cycade et 
Zamia. 

To the Royal Society at London. 

1 . Account of a Voyage to Japan. 

2 . Citodium, or the Oeconomical Ufes and 

Preparation of the Bread-fruit, 

n. To the Imperial Society Natura Curioforum : 

1. Craflute novas Species 28. 

2. Mefembryanthemi Species novae 21. 

S. To the Society Nature Scrutatorum at Berlin, 
1. Dilatris genus. 

t. To the Society of Natural Hi/lory at Paris. 

1. A new Genus of Plants, called the Boscia 

undulata. 

a. Defcription of 13 Species of Japanefe and 
341 Cape Plants, before unknown. 
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PREFACE. 


AFTER the warm reception the preceding 
V olumes have met with from the public, it would 
be needlefs to fay any thing in recommendation 
«ither of the Work or its Author. It may fuffice 
to oblerve, that this Volume is much more in- 
terefting than any of the former ; and that, if 
any thing be wanting to make it complete on the 
fubjefts of which it treats, the Reader will find 
the deficiency amply fupplied, in a little T raft, 
lately publiflied, entitled “ The Life and Ad- 
ventures of Chriftopher Wolf, with his Voyage 
to Ceylon particularly with refpeft to the Ve- 
getable Productions of that ifiand, the Roliewai, 
the Elephant, and the manner in which this latter 
animal is captured. 


ERRATA in VOL. IV. 

Page 36, line 12, read By this means all the viands arc 
extremely well dreffed ; 

1. 21, for are read have been 

— — 40, 1 . penult, read , To Batavia Sacki is impotted as 
an article of commerce ; but it is alfo 
drank there out of 

. 57, 1. 10 from bottom, for muft read would 

- 6 2, 1. penult, for has an opportunity of feeing r. fees 

1. 8 from bottom, for blacker read black or 

63, 1. id, for portable (tools r^</N0rimons 

77, 1. 4 from bottom, for exterior read hindermoft 

part of the 

1 . 6, for Haki read Kaki 

- — 84, 1 . 9, for Cabbages ; read Coleworts ; 

1. 10, after of which read laft 
1. 2 1 , for like Cabbage-feed, iri beds, read and 
thick, as Cole-feed is in boxes. 

1 . 24, for Cabbage-plants, read Colewort-plants, 
1. 25, for bundles, read tufts, 

1. 26, for bundle, read tuft. 

86, 1. 10 from bottom, read leave an empty fpace 

between them. 

- 87, 1 . 13 from bottom, for Cabbage-feed read Cole- 

feed,^/* grows wild read is cultivated 
I. 4 from bot. for Cabbage-feed read Cole-feed 

88, 1. 11, 7'ead as is like wife the whole bean 

1 . 6 from bottom, for Turnips read Turneps 
— • 89, 1 . 13 from bottom, for amonium read Amomum 
1 . penult, after Lemons read Shadocks 

90, 1 . 1, Japonicar. Figs of a very delicious tafte. 

93, 1. 2, after fuccedanea z7Windced,y2?r feed r. feeds 

1. 3, for yields, read yield, 

1 . 14 and 15, read The finer oil of Sefamum they 
ufe in the kitchen> 

1. 4 from bottom, for is read be 

1 12, 1. 15, dele roundifh, and read oblong plate of gold, 

rounded off at the four corners, 

1. 1 7, after broken off read at intervals 

146, 1 . 16, after Vitex add (or Agnus Callus) 

— ■ — 2 18, 1 . 4 from bottom,/br Purperagan rr^iPufperagan 

237, 1 . 7 from bottom, after Mature read back again 

272, 1. 13 from bottom,/^ the defence of their country 

read their mutual defence. 

>—289, 1 . 5 from bot. read the Britijh> Leverian, and other 
Mu f earns. 

1 . 4 from bot .for The former read The firft 

IN THE PRECEDING VOLUME. 

Page 183, for Daikoku read Daikokv. 




Explanation of the Plates 

For the Fourth Volume. 

Plate I. 

Fig. i. A Japanefe Slipper. Thefe are ufed every 
day in common, inftead of Shoes. 

2. Another, which is ufed on Jouroies, and 
is tied faft round the foot. 

3. A Horje-Shoe , which is tied round the 
foot. 

4. A Rafor-Cafe. a. The Cafe itfelf, for 
two Razors, and b. the Razor. 

5. A Medicine-Box, with feveral compart- 
ments in it. a. The Box, with its parti- 
tions. b. The Cord, by which it rs fup- 
ported. c. The Ball , by which it is 
made fall to the belt. 

Plate II. 

Fig. 1, A Japanefe Lady, with a. her Lute, in 
her ufual drefs. 

a. Touche, or 'Japan-Ink, with which the 
Japanefe and Chinefe ufually write, and 
which they.ule inftead of ink. 

3. A Box, which contains a. a Reckoning- 
board, with moveable Counters, ilrung 
upon a fteel-wire, denoting Units and 
Decimals. ; b. a Steel-yard, together with 
.its Scale, and c. the Weight hanging to it ; 
d. e. an excavated Stone, to rub the 
Touche up*»n ; /. a ■ little Trough, for 
holding water for that ufe, and g. a 

Writing-pencil. 
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Plate III. 

Fig. i. A Steel-yard ', with its Cafe. a. The 
Cafe , which flints up with great eafe and 
convenience, b. The Steel-yard itfelf, 
formed of ivory. c. The Seale with its 
Strings, d. The Strings , by which the 
Steel-yard is held, when ufed. e. The 

Weight. 

2. A Tooth-brufh , of fofE wood, to clean the 
teeth with. 

3. A common Writing-pencil, made of 
a reed and hare’s hair. 

4. A Spring Steel-yard, or Weight upon a 
Spring, which is very elaftic, for weigh- 
ing fmaller articles. 

Plate IV. 

Tig. x. A Tobacco-pouch, with a Pipe, and its 
Sheath, a. The Pipe-jheath , made of 
filk. b. The Pipe in its fheath. c. The 
Pipe made of a reed, with a mouth-piece 
and bowl of metal, d. The Tobacco - 
pouch , made of fillc. 

2. A Cafe for Inftruments for the Ears and 
Teeth, a. Th^ Cafe, made of horn. 
b. The String, by which it is faftened to 
the belt. c. Ornaments of Silk. d. Divers 
fmall Inftruments , to clean the ears and 
teeth Vy’ith. 


TRAVELS 




























TRAVELS 


I N 


EUROPE, AFRICA , AND ASIA * 


THE GOVERNMENT. 

The empire of Japan is encompafled on ail 
Tides with water, and confifts of three large 
i (lands, together with a vaft multitude of fmaller 
ones. All thefe are divided into feven depart- 
ments, which again are fubdivided into fixty-eight 
provinces, and thefe into fix hundred and four 
diftridts. 

At prelent, Kubo , or the Secular Emperor, is 
Lord of the whole country, and under him rules 
a Prince or Governor in each province. The 
Princes that are firft in dignity, are called 
Damio ; thofe of an inferior rank are denomi- 
nated Siomio. If any of them is guilty of mis- 
demeanors, he is amenable to the Emperor, who 
has a right to difmifs him; to banifh him to 
fome ifland ; or even to infliff capital purjilh- 

vol. iv. B ment 
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ment upon him. It is farther incumbent upon 
all thefe Princes to perform a journey once every 
year to the Imperial Court, to refide there fix 
months, and to keep their whole family there 
conftantly, as hoftages for their allegiance. 

But, befides this Monarch, there is a Spiritual 
or Ecclefiaftical Emperor, whofe power at pre- 
fent is totally confined to the concerns of religion 
and the church eftablifhment ; although this Spi- 
ritual Regent or Pope, derives his defcent in a 
diredt and uninterrupted line from the ancient 
Rulers of this country,, for upwards of 2000 
years back. 

If we carry our refearches back to the re- 
moteft ages of antiquity, which are enveloped in 
obfcurity and uncertainty, it will appear pro- 
bable, that Japan, like other countries, was 
governed by Patriarchs, or petty Chiefs, who 
afterwards united together under one head. The 
moft authentic Hiftory of the Japanefe Mo- 
narehs commences about 660 years before the 
birth of Ghrift, when the government was be- 
llowed upon Syn Mu, of a very confpicuous 
race, -called Tensio Dai Sin. This Syn Mu 
is the founder of the. monarchy j he introduced 
an accurate Chronology, called Nin 0 , and im- 
proved not only the laws of the country, but- 
likewife the very form of the government. The 
Emperors of this tribe were moft ufually deno- 
■* • minated 
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minated Dairi, and fometimes, but not fo fre- 
quently, Mikaddo, Dai, Tai, Tenjin , and Oo. One 
hundred and nineteen Dairis have afcended the 
throne in fucceflion, from that period down to 
the time of my refidence at Japan 5 although 
their power and authority have been very diffe- 
rent and diffimilar at three different periods. 
Thefe reigned alone with unlimited authority, 
till the year 1142. From that time the fecular 
power was divided between the oldeft and lawful 
Potentate of the country and the fecular Rulers 
or Generaliffimos of the army, till the year 1585, 
fince which time his authority has only mani- 
fefted itfelf in matters which concern the govern- 
ment of the church. 

The veneration which is entertained for Dairi, 
falls little fhort of the divine honours which are 
paid to the gods themfelves. He feldom goes 
out of his palace, his perfon being confidered as 
too facred to be expofed to the air and the rays 
of the fun, and ftill lefs to the view of any human 
creature. If at any time he has abfolute occa- 
fion to go abroad, he is generally carried upon 
men’s fhoulders, that he may not come into con- 
ta£t with the earth. He is brought into the 
world, lives, and dies within the precincts of his 
court, the boundaries of which he never once 
exceeds during his whole life. His hair, nails, 
and. beard are accounted fo facred, that they are 
sB 2 never 
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never juffered to be cleanfed or cut by day-light, 
but this, whenever it happens, muft be done by 
ftealth, during the night, whilft he is afleep. 
His holinels never eats twice off the fame plate, 
nor ufes any vefiel for his meals a fecond time ; 
they being for the moft part broken to pieces 
immediately after they have been ufed, to pre- 
vent their falling into unhallowed hands. For 
this reafon, the furniture of his table confifts of 
a cheap and inferior fort of porcellain. The 
cafe is pretty much the fame with refpeft to his 
eloaths, which are diftributed among thofe who 
refide at his court. Without the precincts of 
the court there is none, or at leaft hardly any 
one, that knows his name, till long after his 
death. His whole court, with very few ex- 
ceptions, confifts of none but fuch as are of his 
own race ; all of whom have their appointments 
at court, in like manner as others of them, who 
are not employed at court, are promoted to the 
richeft benefices, and the beft convents. He has 
twelve wives, only one of whom, however, is 
Emprefs. The pomp which reigns in his court, 
though not fo fplendid as formerly, is yet very 
great. Since the retrenchment of his power, he 
derives his revenues from the town and adjacent 
country of Miaco ; and has likewife an allowance 
from Kubo’s treafury, befides immenfe fums 
whicli he acquires by the conferring of titles ; 

and 
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and yet his revenue is frequently inadequate to 
his expences. The right of bellowing titles of 
honour remains to this day veiled in the perfon 
of the ecclefiallical Emperor, and ferves conlider- 
ably to increafe his income. Even Kubo himlelf 
and the hereditary Prince, receive titles at his 
hand; as do likewife, onKuBo’s recommendation, 
the highell officers of Hate at his court. Thofe 
who have Ipiritual titles, are diftinguilhed both 
at court and in the churches all over the country, 
by a particular drefs, conformable to their rank 
and dignity. I had the honour to fee one of 
thefe Prelates at a convent in Nagafaki; his 
drefs confilled of a pair of trowfers, and a large 
cloak with a long flowing train. I found him 
very affable and courteous, and we had a long 
converfation together, through the medium o 1 
our interpreters, relpedling various matters ; 
which, however, afforded me far lefs pleasure 
than the Ihrubs I met with in the vicinity of his 
church. 

Dairi’s court was formerly removed at plea- 
fure from one part of, the country to the other; 
but now his refidence is fixed in the town of 
Miaco. This court is very extenfive, and forms 
of itfelf no inconfiderable town, being provided 
with walls, fofifes, ramparts, and gates : in the 
centre llands,I>AiRi’s palace, adorned with lofty 
turrets, and round about it are the manfions of 
B 3 both 
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both the fuperior and inferior officers of his- 
houfehold, and other attendants: A Governor 
is kept here for his fervice by Kubo, and a guard 
Appointed for his fafety, to defend the facred 
perfon of Dairi, and by way of fecurity to 
Kubo, that no diiiurbanc-es or infurredlion can 
be raifed there. At this court literature is culti- 
vated, and academic ftudies are purfued with 
vigour. It is the only univerfity in the country ; 
and here the ftudents are maintained, brought 
up, and inftructed. The principal objedts of 
their application are poetry, the hiftory Of the 
country, mathematics, &c. Mulic is a very 
favourite ftudy with them, efpecially with the 
ladies. Here it is that all their almanacks are 
compiled, which are afterwards printed in Jfie. 

Although Dairi has loft his authority in tem- 
poral concerns, yet he is ftill confidered as fo 
auguft and holy, that Kubo, either in perfon or 
by hie ambaffador, is bound to pay him a vifit, and 
that either annually, or at the expiration of a 
certain ftated time ; bringing with him, accord- 
ing to the general cuftom of the country, pre- 
fents of great value. Yoritomo and many more 
of the fecular Emperors, have vifited Miaco in 
pirfon, to perform thi homage, which latterly 
however, and by degrees, has been more and more 
negledfced, and is at laft entirely given up. Neither 
the Princes of the country, nor the Dutch, when 

. . ♦ they 
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they go up to Jedo, pay their refpe'dE to the 
ecclefiaftical Emperor in Miaco . Seventy-fi'X 
Emperors of this race have reigned with un- 
limited power, till the year 1 142, when, civil 
commotions arofe among' the Princes of the land, 
and a calamitous war was- waged between them. 
With a view to compofe thefe difturbances, the 
command of the armies was given to Yoritomo, 
in the quality of Generaliffimo. This valiant 
commander fuppreffed, indeed, the growing dif- 
turbances, but at the fame time alio arrogated 
to himfelf and his fuccefibrs great part of the Em- 
peror’s authority ; which continued to be divided 
between Dairi and the Imperial Generals till the 
year 1585. About this time a peafant’s fon, 
named T aiko Sanima , had railed himfelf by his 
fuperior abilities to the rank of General, reduced 
all the Princes of the Land under his authority, 
and in the end deprived Dairi of all the power 
he had hitherto poffeffed, with refpedt to fecular 
affairs, and the government of the empire. From 
the reign of Yoritomo, the fir£t of the fecular 
Monarchs, to that of Ye Varu, who fwayed the 
fceptre of Japan, at the time of my refidence in 
that country, one and forty Kubos had fat upon 
the throne, and kept their court at Jedo. The 
fecular Emperor does not, however, hold the 
reins of government entirely in his own hands, 
but reigns conjointly with fix Privy Counfellors^ 
B 4 who 
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who are moftlymen in years and of found judg- 
ment. Befides the confiderable prefents which 
each ruling Prince fends to court of the produce 
of his province, Kubo derives his revenue from 
certain croj^n lands, as they are called, or five 
imperial provinces, and fome imperial towns, 
which are fubjed to the fway of Governors or 
Bugios. The tax or tribute is paid in fuch com- 
modities as each country produces. In the fame 
manner each of the Princes receives tribute from 
his province, with which he maintains his houfe- 
hold, his troops, defrays the expences of keeping 
the roads in repair, as likewife of his journies to 
court, maintains his family, &c. 

The five imperial crown-lands pay a tax of 
148 mans and 12.00 kokfs of rice, which amounts 
to nearly 44,400,000,000 facks of rice. Each 
man contains x 00,000 kokfs, each kokf 3000 balls 
or facks of rice, and each fack weighs upwards of 
twenty pounds. The aggregate revenue of the 
whole empire of Japan amounts at Jeaft to 2328 
mans and 6200 kokfs. 

At the time when K/empfer refided in Japan, 
in the year 1692, the Dairi Kinseokwo Tei, 
was in the fifth year of his reign, having afcended 
the throne A. C. 1687, Since that period the 
following Emperors have reigned. 

Naka no Mikaddo no Tn> from 1709 to 1735. 

Sakrura Made no Tn , from 1736 to 1746. 

Momo 
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Momo Zon no Tn , from 1747 to 1761. 

Zentoogozio, from 1762 to 1769. 

And, fince the year 1770, Figasi jamtna no Tn, 
who continued to fill the imperial throne at the 
time of my departure from Japan, in the year 
1776. 

Of Kubos, or fecular Emperors, the following 
have fucceffively fat on the throne of Japan. 
In the year 1693, when K/empfer took his leave 
of this country, Kubo Chinavos Hill reigned. 
He was then in the 43d year of his age, and had 
reigned twelve or thirteen years. The whole 
duration of his reign comprehended a period of 
twenty -nine years. After him followed : 

Ye Nob Koo, and reigned from 1709 to 1712. 

Ye Tsu Ku Koo, from 1713 to 1716. 

Yqsi Mune Koo, from 1717 to 1751. 

Ye Siege Koo, from 1752 to 1761 j at which 
time the prelent Kubo 

Ye Far Koo , afcended the throne, which he 
ftill occupied at the time of my departure A. 1776. 

The government of each province is intrufted 
to fome Prince, who refides in it, and is re-* 
Iponfible to the fecular Emperor for his admi- 
niftration. He has a right to all the revenues of 
his fiefj with which he fupports his court, his 
military force, keeps the roads in repair, &c. 
He is likewife bound, as we faid before, to make 
a journey once every year to Kubo’s court, widj 
9 a degree 
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a degree of pomp fuited to the fize and dignity 
of his fief, to take with him confiderable pre- 
sents, and to keep his family constantly at this 
Emperor’s court, as hoftages for his allegiance. 

The towns, in which thefe Princes hold their 
court, are moftly of confiderable note, fituated 
hear fome harbour, or large river, and Surrounded 
with walls and fofles. Moil: frequently at one 
of the extremities of the town Stands die Prince’s 
eefde, which is of a great extent, being like- 
wile Surrounded with a wall and fofie, provided 
with Strong gates, and adorned with high towers. 
Thefe caftles are for the moft part, like the im- 
perial palace at Jedo, divided into three com- 
partments, each of which is well fortified. The 
innermoft is the refidence of the Prince himfelf; 
the Second is allotted to the Superior officers of 
Slate ; the third and laft is deflined for his troops, 
with the reft of his retinue and attendants. Not 
only are the towns themfelves provided with 
gates, but each individual Street has its own gates, 
which are Shut during night, and on Some other 
occafions. So that not a Soul can either enter in 
Or go out. The distance between each of thefe 
gates is generally from 60 to 120 yards. Each 
Street has its own watch, watch-houfe, and 
apparatus for guarding againfl fire ; as likewife 
an Ottoia , and other officers, for preferving de- 
corum and good order. For the accommodation 

of 
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of travellers in every town there are a great many 
inns, which are neat and conveniently fituated ; by 
the fide of the roads likewife, and near each other, 
(none of them being more than a quarter of an 
hour’s diftance afunder) there are others, which 
are poft-houfes, where are always to be found 
horfes, and norimon-bearers, who forward tra- 
vellers for a certain determined price, propor- 
tioned to the length and difficulty of the road : 
fo that the price of travelling is not the fame 
throughout the whole country, but is regulated 
according to the nature of the roads in each 
place. Although the regulations here, as well 
in the towns as in the country, agreeable to the 
genius of this people, appear fome times very 
fingular, and frequently even favour of com- 
pullion and conftraint, ftill it cannot be denied, 
that they are really fometimes both neceffary and 
excellent. Upon the whole, both the fupreme 
government, and the civil magiftrates, make the 
welfare of the ftate, the prelervation of order, 
and the protection of the perfons and property 
of the fubjeCt, an objeCt of greater moment and 
attention in this country than in moft others. 

The villages in Japan are for the moft part 
fituated near the public roads; they are dif- 
tinguiffied from the towns by having only one , 
ftreet, and by being open ; but they are other- 
wife of an extraordinary length, extending from 

a mile 
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a mile and a half to three miles, and fometimes 
farther. 

The roads are both broad and kept in excel- 
lent repair, as they are not liable to be (polled 
by wheel-carriages, in a country where travellers 
are generally carried by men in a kind of litter, 
or elfe walk. With refpect to this, they con- 
ftantly obferve a molt excellent rule, which is, 
that travellers (hall always keep on the left-hand 
fide of the way, fo that different companies, 
whether great or fmall, may meet and pafs, with- 
out in any wife incommoding each other : a re- 
gulation, which, in other countries that lie under 
lefs reftraint, deferves fo much the more to be 
attended to, as not only in the high reads in the 
country, but even in towns and cities, every year 
exhibits in no inconfiderable number, the mod 
lamentable, and, to an enlightened nation, difgrace- 
ful indances of perfons of every age and fex, but 
more efpecially children and old people, being 
rode or driven over by the giddy fons of riot 
and diffipation ; of which broken limbs, if not 
lofs of life itfelf, is a pretty certain confequence. 
And as it often happens that bridges cannot be 
laid down over certain parts of a river, on ac- 
count of the violent floods, the bed and fafed 
regulations are adopted for tranfporting travellers 
over, either in boats or upon the hands of men. 
Even in the mod inconfiderable villages there is 

a number 
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a number of petty inns eftablilhed, where the 
traveller is fure to find boiling water ready for 
his tea, with other refrefhments. 


WEAPONS. 


THE arms of the Tapanefe confilt of bows and 
arrow's, fcymitars, halberts, and guns. Their Bows 
are very large, and their arrows long, like thofe of 
the Chinefe. When thefe bows are to be drawn 
and the arrows difcharged, the troops always place 
themfelves upon one knee ; a pofition which 
renders it impoflible for them to difcharge their 
arrows in quick fuccefiion. In the fpring the 
troops aflemble to exercife themfelves with thefe 
bows in Ihooting at a mark. Guns are not their 
ufual weapons : I could only meet with thefe at 
the houles of the gentry, where they were dif- 
played upon an elevated Hand, appropriated for 
that purpofe in the audience-chamber. The 
barrels of the guns were of the ufual length, but 
the ltock behind the lock was very fhort, and in 
as much as I could perceive at a diftance, there 
was a match in the lock ; the locks are lome- 
cimes made of copper. I never had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing a gun fired off, although I have 

feveral 
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feveral times heard them difcharged from the 
Dutch fa&oryin the neighbourhood of the town of 
Nagafaki; but the interpreters informed me, that 
their guns, which, on account of their fhortnels, 
could not be placed againft the fhoulder, were here 
generally held againft the cheek-bone a pofition, 
which, however, appears not a little fingular. 
Cannons are not the ufual arms of this country ; 
although at Nagafaki, in the poflfeftion of the 
imperial guard, there are fome to be feen, which 
were formerly taken from the Portuguefe ; but 
they are never ufed for faluting the fhips ; and 
indeed they are very feldom difcharged at all. 
The Japanefe have little or no notion of the 
proper mode of ufing them ; and whenever they 
are to fire them off, which is generally done once 
every feven years, at Nagafaki, in order to 
cleanfe and prove them, the adjutant of artillery 
provides himfelf with a long pole, to which he 
fixes the match, and notwithftanding this pre- 
caution, fometimes fets fire to the cannon with 
averted eyes. The Scymitar , therefore, is their 
chief and choiceft weapon, and is conftantly worn 
by every one but the peafants. This fcymitar is 
a yard in length, fomewhat inclining to a curve, 
and has a broad back ; the blades are of an in- 
comparably good temper, and fuch as are old, 
in particular, are very highly valued. In good- 
nefs they far furpafs tlie Spanifh blades, which 

are 
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are lb much renowned throughout Europe : they 
will cut a very large nail alunder with eafe, and 
without their edge being turned ; and, according 
to the accounts of the Japanefe, will cleave a 
man afunder from top to bottom. A blade is 
never fold for lefs than fix kobangs ; but thele 
feymitars often fetch from fifty to feventy, and 
even a hundred rix -dollars,, and are conlidered 
by the Japanefe as the mod precious and valuable 
part of their property. The hilt is furnilhed 
with a round and fubftantial guard, without any 
bow, and is fometimes full fix inches long ; the 
hilt itfelf is fbmewhat' roundifh and fiat,, is fre- 
quently fplit at the ends, and covered with 
fhark’s-lkin, which prefents a furface replete with 
knobs of different fizes. Thefe fkins have been 
imported by the Dutch and bought of them at 
a very dear rate ; fometimes from fifty to eighty 
kobangs, each kobang being valued at fix rix- 
dollars. Round this fhagreen fiiken cords are 
twilled checkerwife, fo that the lhagreen appears 
through ; the guard itfelf is thicker than a rix- 
dollar, embellifhed with emboffed figures, or 
curious openwork. The fcabbardof the feymkar 
is thick and rather flat, and cut off fquare at the 
end ; it is fometimes covered over with the finefl 
fhagreen, which is lackered; fometimes it is 
made of wood, and lackered either entirely black, 
or variegated with black and. white fpets, like 
5 marble ; 
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marble. Sometimes one lees a filver ring or two 
encompafiing the fcabbard ; in the fore part on 
one fide there is a fmall riling prominence with 
a hole in it, through which a ftrong filken cord 
is introduced, that ferves occafionally to fallen the 
fcymitar. Near the inner fide of the hilt, there 
is another hole, which contains a knife about fix 
inches in length. This filken cord is fometimes 
yellow and fometimes green, but more commonly 
black. They never make ufe of an appropriated 
belt, but always thrull the Icymitar into the belt 
upon the left fide, with the edge upwards, which 
to Europeans appears ridiculous enough. 

In the figures wdiich Dr. Kzempfer has given 
of the Japenele, in his Hillory of Japan, thefe 
fcymitars are drawn after the European manner, 
and therefore appear in the very reverfe of their 
real polition. Every magillrate, as well as the 
fuperior and inferior officers of the army, wear 
conllantly two of thefe fcymitars, one of which 
is their own private property, the other is what 
is called their official fcymitar, and is farther 
dillinguifhed by its fuperior length. Both thefe 
fcymitars are worn in the belt upon the fame fide, 
where they lie a little acrofs each other. On 
entering a room, and fitting clown, they generally 
take off their official fcymitar, and lay it either 
on one fide of them, or before them. The in- 
terpreters had only one feymi:ar, but the banjofes 

wore 
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Wore two ; and thefe were always the firft that 
came on board, and the laft that left the (hip, 
on thofe days when any bufinefs was to be tranf- 
adted there* 


RELIGION. 


PAGANISM is the eftablifhed religion 
throughout the whole empire of Japan; but 
their fedts are both numerous, and very op- 
pofite to each other in their tenets ; notwith- 
ftanding which they all live together in the 
greateft harmony and concord, without dis- 
putes or quarrels. The ecclefiaftical Emperor, 
Dairi, is, like the Pope, the head of the church, 
and appoints the principal priefts. Every fedt 
has its refpedtive church, and its own peculiar 
idols, which are reprefented under fome deter- 
minate, and that, for the moft part, very un- 
couth and hideous form. The number of thefe 
fidtitious deities is fuch, that almoft every trade 
has its own tutelar divinity, after the manner of 
the ancient Greeks and Romans ; and confe- 
quently they have both their Dii majorum et mi- 
ncrum gentium. The Japanefe are not, indeed, 
entirely ignorant of the exiftence of an eternal, 
vol. iv. C omnipotent 
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omnipotent Being, fupreme in power and might 
above all other gods; but their knowledge in this 
particular is very much obfcured with fable and 
fuperftition. Notwithstanding this, I have never 
feen among any Pagans whatever fo large and 
majeftic a reprefentation of this god, as is to be 
met with in two of the temples in this country. 
In the one is feen a wooden image, of fuch an 
amazing magnitude, that fix men can fit crofs- 
legged, in the Japanefe fafhion, upon its wrift, 
and it meafures ten yards in breadth acrofs the 
fhoulders. In the other, his infinite power is re- 
prefented by a multitude of lubaltern deities,, 
who Hand round him on each fide, to the num- 
ber of 33,333. 

Their temples, of which they have likewife a 
great variety, are generally built in the fuburbs 
of the towns, upon die higheft and moll eligible 
Ipots. The priefts in each temple are numerous, 
although they have little or no employment, any 
farther than to keep the temple clean, to light 
the fires and the lamps, and to prefent fuch 
flowers as are confecrated to the idol, and which 
they believe to be moil agreeable to him. No 
fermons are preached, nor hymns fung in the 
temples ; but they are left open all day for the 
accommodation of fuch as wilh to offer up their 
prayers, or to leave their offerings. Nor are 
(Grangers denied admittance to their temples ; 
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not even the Dutch, who are allowed to vifit 
them, and may be accommodated with lodgings 
in them, whenever it happens that the inns in 
the petty country towns are beipoke ; as was 
once the cafe in the courfe of the journey that I 
made to the imperial court. 

The principal religions of Japan may properly 
be faid to be only two : the Sinto and the Budjdo. 
The former is the proper and moft ancient re- 
ligion of the country ; though its adherents are 
not fo numerous as thofe of the latter, which 
was brought hither from the continent of Afia, 
and has acquired the greateft number of fol- 
lowers. The doctrine of the Sinto, in its original 
fimplicity and purity, was much nobler than it 
was after it became in procefs of time adulterated 
with a great many foreign and fuperfluous cere- 
monies. It is even probable that it originated 
from the Babylonian emigrants, and was in its 
rife more intelligible and clear, but by degrees 
became obfcured. Its adherents acknowledge 
and believe in a Supreme Being, who inhabits 
the higheft heavens ; but they likewife allow of 
inferior or fubaltern deities. It is by this Supreme 
Divinity that they fwear ; and they believe him 
to be far too great to (land in need of their wor- 
fhip. Their adoration, therefore, has for its 
objed the inferior deities, who, according to 
their creed, exercife dominion over the earth*. 
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the water, the air, &c. and have it in their power 
to make men happy or miferable. Neither are 
they without fome conception, however imper- 
fect, of the immortality of the foul, and of a 
future ftate of happinefs or mifery after death. 
According to their tradition, the fouls of the 
virtuous have a place afligned them immediately 
under heaven, whilft thofe of the wicked arc 
doomed to wander to and fro under the cope and 
canopy of heaven, in order to expiate their 
fins ; confequently they place no manner of faidi 
in the metempfychofis or tranlmigration of 
fouls into animals or other bodies ; the whole 
tenor of their doftrine has no other objedl than 
to render mankind virtuous in this life : their 
chief and univerfal care is to preferve a clear 
confcience, to lead a virtuous life, and to fhew 
due obedience to the laws of their fovereign. 
They abftain from animal food, are very loth to 
fhed blood, and will not touch any dead body. 
Whenever any one tranfgrelTes in any of thefe 
points, he is confidered as unclean for a longer 
or a fhorter term, as was the cafe with the Jews, 
agreeable to the Levitical law. They believe 
that there are no other devils than thofe which 
refide, as fouls, in foxes ; thefe animals being 
confidered as very noxious and dangerous in this 
country. 
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Although the profeiTors of this religion are 
perfuaded that their gods know all things, and 
that, therefore, it is unneceffary to pray to them 
for any thing, they have, neverthelefs, both 
churches and certain ftated holidays. Their gods 
are called Sin or Kami, and their churches are 
ftyled Mia. Thefe churches confift of feveral 
different apartments and galleries, with windows 
and doors in front, which can be taken away and 
replaced at pleafure, according to the cuftom of 
the country. The floors are covered with ftraw- 
mats, and the roofs projedt fo wide on every 
fide, as to overhang an elevated path in which 
people walk round the temple. In thefe churches 
one meets with no vifible idol, nor any image 
which is defigned to reprefent the Supreme in- 
vifible Being ; though they fometimes keep a 
little image in a box, reprefenting fome inferior 
divinity, to whom the temple is confecrated. 
In the centre of the temple is frequently placed 
a large mirror, made of caft-metal well polifhed, 
which is defigned to remind thofe that come to 
worfhip, that, in like manner as their perfonal 
blemifhes are faithfully pourtrayed in the mirror, 
fo do the fecret blemifhes and evil qualities of 
their hearts lie open and expofed to the all-fearch- 
ing eyes of the immortal gods. 

I have frequently obferved with the greateft 
aftonifhment, as well on holidays as on other 
C 3 occafions. 
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occafions, the extreme devotion with which the 
Sintoifts approach thefe temples j they never 
venture to approach the houfe of their god, if 
they are in any wife impure 5 for which reafon 
they wafh themfelves firft perfectly clean, drels 
themfelves in their very beft apparel, and walh 
their hands a fecond time juft at the entrance of 
the temple ; then advancing with the greateft 
reverence, they place themfelves before the mirror, 
and after bowing refpe&fully down to the very 
ground, turn once more to the mirror, prefer 
their prayers, and prefent their offerings. At 
the conclufion, they ring thrice a little bell which 
is kept for that purpofe in the temple, and re- 
tire to fpend the remainder of the day in mirth 
and rejoicing. 

The priefts in thefe temples may be divided 
into two claffes; the firft, who attend to the 
domeftic bufinefs of the temple, are fecular 
priefts, and illiterate, in order that they may not 
be able to reveal the myfteries of their religion. 
The other clafs, confifting of thofe who are in 
facred orders, inftruft their difciples in the re- 
ligious myfteries of their fe<ft, who are bound by 
oath not to reveal any part of them. iThe fecular 
priefts fhave their beards, but not their heads j 
and are habited in a large and loofe drefs, after 
the manner of the country ■, on their heads they 
wear a lackered hat, with a ftlken tafiel hanging 
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down behind. Since the introduction of Bud/do's 
doCtrine into this country, this feCt has adopted 
a greater variety both of tenets and ceremonies 
than it originally embraced, and unqueftionably 
merits the preference before all other feCts in the 
ifland, notwithftanding all the fuperftition with 
which it is infeCted. Kubo profefles himfelf of 
this feCt, and is bound to make a vifit every year, 
either in perfon or by his ambalTador, to one of 
their temples, and there to perform his devotion, 
and at the fame time to leave behind him pre- 
fents of great value. 

Budfdo's doCtrine was originally brought hither 
from the weftern coaft of the Eaft-Indies ; that 
is to fay, from Mallabar, Coromandel, and Ceylon. 
Budha, who without doubt is the fame with 
Budjdoy was a prophet among the Bramins, who 
is reported to have been born in Ceylon about 
one thoufand years before the birth of Chrift, 
and was the founder of that feCt which has fince 
diffufed itfelf over every part of the Eaft-Indies, 
and to the remoteft boundaries of Afia. The 
doCtrine, however, did not gain repute in China 
till a long time after its firft introduction ; from 
thence it palled over into Correa, and from that 
place into Japan, where it was very generally 
received, and, being blended with that of the 
ancient Sin to, gave birth to the moft monftrous 
and abfurd fuperftitions. Its principal tenets con- 
C 4 lift 




fift in the following maxims : that the fouls of 
men and beafts are alike immortal : that a juft 
diftribution of rewards and punifhments takes 
place after death ; that there are different degrees 
of happinefs as well as of punifhment ; that the 
fouls of die wicked tranffnigrate after death into 
the bodies of animals, and at lafl, in cafe of 
amendment, are mandated back again into the 
human form, &c. &c. To the Supreme God 
they give the name of Amida ; and Satan is 
called Jemma. 

The churches of all the different religious fefts 
are in general built upon the moft eligible fpots, 
both in the villages and in the towns j the roads 
leading to them likewife are frequently adorned 
with alleys of cyprefs trees, and handfome gates j 
moft of them have a feparate apartment for the 
idol, who is fometimes exhibited fitting upon an 
rdtar, furrounded with incenfe, dowers, and other 
decorations. 

The churches throughout the whole country 
are open every day in the year ; but they are, as 
the reader will eafily imagine, more generally 
frequented on the cuftomary feftival days, and 
likewife at other times, by a multitude of vifiters, 
who repair thither in order to amufe and divert 
themfelves, 

The ufual holidays in Japan are the firft day 
in every month, when they rife early in the 
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morning, drefs themfelves handfomely, and go 
to pay their refpefts to their friends and fuptriors, 
at the fame time wifhing them joy of the new 
month. This day is kept as a feftival through- 
out the whole empire 5 a cuftom which has been 
obferved from the earlieft ages. The full of the 
moon, or the fifteenth day, is another holiday, 
on which the people refort to the temples in 
greater numbers than on the firft. The third 
feftival is of lefs confequence, and falls upon 
the twenty-eighth day, or the day before die 
new month. 

Befides thefe monthly feftivals, they celebrate 
five more, which happen but once in the year: 
the firft of thefe is New year’s day. On this 
day they rife very early in the morning, drefs 
themfelves in their beft attire, and go round 
among their fuperiors, friends, and relations, to 
wilh them a happy new year 5 the remainder of 
the day is fpent in eating and drinking, vifiting 
die temples, and making merry : fome of them 
make a pra&ice of giving away fome trifling 
prefent on thefe occafions ; and very often the 
eldeft of the tribe gives a public fupper to his 
kindred. The whole country, at this time, is in 
a ftate of bufy fermentation, as it w'ere, which 
lafts for three whole days ; after this the whole 
of the firft month is dedicated almoft to no other 
purpofe than paftime and pleafure, The Jecond 
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annual feftival falls upon the third day of the third 
month ; the third upon the fifth day of the fifth 
month; the fourth upon the feventh day of the 
feventh month ; and the fifth upon the ninth day 
of the ninth month. Thefe months and days, 
which make always uneven numbers, are con- 
fidered by the Japanefe as unlucky, and are 
therefore dedicated (fetting all bufinefs afide) to 
mirth and mutual congratulations, and in lome 
meafure, though but little, to the fervice of the 
divinities. On l'ome of thefe holidays, in pre- 
ference to other days, they celebrate their nup- 
tials, give public entertainments and other diver- 
fions ; as it is a maxim with them, that the gods 
take delight in feeing mankind joyful and happy. 

Some of the churches in the country being 
more worthy of note than others, it is common 
to perform pilgrimages thither from all parts of 
the empire, in like manner as the Mahometans 
are accuftomed to vifit Mecca. Among thefe 
the temple of Jfie> which is confecrated to Ten- 
sio Dai Sin, the moft ancient of their gods, and 
fupreme above all the other celeftial divinities, is 
particularly remarkable. This temple is the moft 
ancient in the whole empire, and at the fame 
time in the worft condition, being now fo ex- 
ceedingly decayed with age, that it can fcarcely 
be kept together with the greateft care and at- 
tention. It has no other ornaments than a mirror, 
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land flips of white paper hung round about on the 
walls, denoting that nothing impure may ap- 
proach, or can be pleafing to God j as likewife 
that nothing can be hid from his all-feeing eye. 
The Emperor, who cannot perfonally vifit this 
temple, lends hither eyery year an ambaflador 
in his lie ad, in the firll month of the year. Every 
one of his fubjedls, without any exception of age 
or lex, is bound to undertake a pilgrimage hither 
at leaf once in his life-time, and many perform 
it every year : people of fuperior rank, however, 
go but feldom ; as here, as well as in other 
places, they arrogate to themfelves various pri- 
vileges and prerogatives, in which they confult 
their private eafe and convenience, rather than 
their duty. Thefe journies may be undertaken 
at any feafon of the year, as bell fuits the con, 
venience of the party, but in general they chufe 
the pleafanteft months, elpecially the fpring. 
The performance of fuch a pilgrimage is deemed 
highly meritorious, and is befides rewarded with 
an indulgence, granting remiffon of fins for the 
whole year. In the courfe of my journey to the 
imperial court at Jedo, I faw fome thoufands of 
thefe devout pilgrims, many of whom were fo 
wretched and indigent, that they were obliged to 
beg their way. Thefe miferable people even 
carried their beds with them, agreeable to the 
fslhion of the country, confifting of a ftraw 
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matt, which they carried on their backs ; moft 
of them were farther provided with a little bucket, 
which ferved them to drink out of, as likewife 
to receive the alms given them. On this bucket 
I law the name of the owner infcribed, which 
ferved to fhew who the traveller was, in cafe lie 
fhould meet with any calamity, or chance to die 
on the road. On their arrival at Ifie , the pil- 
grims are conducted by fome prieft to the temple 
of the god, where they humbly prefer their 
prayers, and, in confideration of fome prefent 
made to the prieft, are favoured with an indul- 
gence ; which confifts of a few thin laminae of 
pewter, kept in an oblong box, made likewife 
of thin pewter. 

Befides the priefts employed in the lervice of 
the different churches, there is another clafs, or 
a lefs facred Order of them. The order of Blind 
Monks is, perhaps, one of the moft lingular that 
ever was known, and is not to be paralleled in 
the v/hole world, conufting of none but blind 
members, who are difperfed over the whole em- 
pire. The order of Jammabos, or Monks of 
the Mountain, is likewife worthy of notice ; it 
was founded about 1 200 years ago, and has a 
General, who reftdes in Miaco, and diftributes 
titles of honour to his dependants, according to 
their various merits. Thefe wear, by way of 
diftinftion, a fmall cord fulpended from the 
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neck, to which are attached feveral pieces of 
fringe, of different lengths, according to the 
merit of the wearer : they farther wear a fcymitar 
on the left fide, and carry in their hands a flafr 
with a copper head to it, and a conch, or Murex 
tritonis , which ferves them inftead of a trumpet. 
Their head is covered with a cap, on their back 
is hung a fack, and a pair of fhoes, to make ufe 
of when they travel over the mountains, and they 
are likewife frequently provided with a rofary, 
or kind of pater nofter. The monks of this order 
fuffer many hardfhips, and are in duty bound, 
once every year, to the great and imminent 
danger of their lives, to traverfe wild forefts, and 
to climb up to the fummits of the higheft moun- 
tains. It is furthermore incumbent upon them 
to ftudy cleanlinefs 3 on which account they bathe 
very often in cold water, and iubfift l'olely upon 
roots and herbs which they gather in the moun- 
tains 3 in fine, they wander barefoot over the 
whole country, and, like the gypfies in the - 
north, cure diforders, reftore ftolen goods, tell 
fortunes, &cc. 

Vovjs are frequenly made by fuperfdtious per- 
fons 3 thus, for inftance, one of our befl inter- 
preters, a man advanced in years, having made 
a vow, a long time back, never to make ufe of 
fhoes, and being this year employed to accom- 
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pany the Dutch embafiy to the imperial court in 
the depth of winter, marched along very patiently 
upon his bare feet ; bore all the inclemency of 
the weather with the unconcern of a Stoic, and, 
what was furprizing, did not afterwards fuffer 
any inconvenience in confequence of his hard 
and troublefome expedition. 

Nunneries have been eftablilhed in this country 
upwards of a thoufand years ago, although, with 
relpecd to number, they fall infinitely fhort of 
thole eftablifhed in Europe. 

Every Order or fe£t has confcantly its Ge- 
neral refident in Miaco ; befides which every 
church or convent has its own fuperior : ex- 
clufively of thefe, they have likewife at the 
lecular Emperor’s court in Jedo, their ecclefi- 
aftical plenipotentiary; whole bufinefs it is to 
fettle luch dilputes as concern temporal matters 
in the country, as likewife to take cognizance of 
the mifconduft of thofe who are in holy orders : 
bilt when fcntence of death is to be palled upon 
the latter, the warrant mud always be previoully 
figned by the General of the order. 

The Chriftian religion was brought into Japan 
immediately after the difcovery of this country 
by the Portuguefe. The firf! Jeluit Miffionaries 
arrived in the province of Bungo in the year 
1549, and in a Ihort time fpreau themfelves over 
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the whole country, where they continued till the 
year 1638, when 37,000 Chriftians were maft- 
facred. 101549, a Japanefe youth v-as baptifed 
in Goa, who gave the Portuguefe great infight 
into the advantages which they might reap in 
Japan, both with relpect to commerce and the 
propagation of the Chriftian religion. The 
Portuguefe enjoyed here the moll unlimited free- 
dom, with liberty to travel over the whole country, 
to trade and to preach. Their commerce proved 
very lucrative, and the work of converfion made 
fuch a rapid progrefs, that many of the Princes 
of the empire, as for inftance, the Princes of 
Bungo , Arrina , Emura , and many more, embraced 
the Chriftian religion, which induced the Por- 
tuguefe to come over in great numbers, marry, 
and fettle in different parts of the country. In 
1582, after forty years labour, the Catholic re- 
ligion was in fuch high efteem here, that a Ja- 
panefe embaffy was fent to Rome_to Pope Gre- 
gory XIII. with letters and valuable prefents. 
But the incredible profits of this commerce, 
added to the rapid progrefs of the Chriftian re- 
ligion, foon puffed up the Portuguefe with pride, 
and it was not long before their avarice and 
haughtinefs proved their ruin. In proportion- as 
their riches and credit increaled, they became 
infupportable to the Japanefe, and were at length 
detefted. to fuch a degree, that already in the 

year 


RELIGION. 


32 

year 1586 a decree was iffued for the extermi- 
nation of the Chriftians; in confequence of which, 
heavy perfections were commenced againft them, 
and in the year 1590 only, upwards of twenty 
thousand of them were put to death. Notwith- 
ftanding all this, numbers of the Japanefe daily 
became prcfelytes to the Chriftian faith ; lo that 
in the years 1591 and 1592 not lefs than twelve 
thoufand were converted and baptifed. Even 
the Emperor Kubo Fide Jori himfelf profeffed 
Chriftianity, together with his court and army ; 
and had the Portuguefe but conduced themfelves 
with prudence and gentlenefs, there is every rea- 
fon to believe, that the perfecutions already com- 
menced againft them would have ceafed. But 
inftead of this, they gave daily greater fcope to 
their haughtinefs and ambition, and one of their 
bifhops behaving with unwarrantable rudenefs to- 
wards a Prince of the Empire, thereby accelerated 
their final ruin ; giving, at the fame time, a de- 
cifive blow to their lucrative commerce, together 
with the propagation of the Chriftian religion. 
This circumftance took place in the year 1596, 
when a certain Prince was fo grofsly affronted by 
an ambitious Prelate, during a journey to the 
imperial court, that, on his arrival at Jedo, the 
former laid before Kubo a ftatementof the whole 
affair. Hence arofe a' new persecution againft 
the Chriftians in the year following ; the Priefts 
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being forbidden to preach, a great many of the 
Clergy banifhed out of the country, and the 
mercantile part of the colony fent to the ifland 
of Defima. At this time too a conlpiracy was 
difcovered, which the Portuguefe had let on foot 
againft the Emperor, with an intent to dethrone 
him. The Dutch, who happened at that time 
to be at war with the Portuguefe, having cap- 
tured one of their veffels, found, among other 
papers, a letter from a certain Japanefe Captain, 
named Moro, to the King of Portugal, contain- 
ing the particulars of the plot concerted againft 
the Emperor’s throne and perfon. The adtual 
exiftence of this conlpiracy being afterwards fully 
authenticated by another letter written by Moro 
to Macao , the J apanefe government came to the 
final determination to banilh all Chriftians from 
the empire, who Ihould refufe to abjure the Ca- 
tholic faith, or elfe to put them all to death 
without quarter. This perfecution was accord- 
ingly commenced, and carried on without inter- 
million for the fpace of forty years, when it ende 
in the total eradication of the Chriftian religion, 
together with the final overthrow of the trade 
carried on by the Portuguefe ; .after 37,000 
Chriftians, who had taken refuge in the caftic of 
Simabara , where they fuftained a fiege, had been 
forced to furrender, and were all put to the Iword 
in one day. The Japanefe, who were perfuaded 
vol. iv. • D that 
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that this unwarrantable conduft in the Chriftians 
was the infeparable confequence of their doftrines, 
took from that time forward the mod efficacious 
meafures to prevent the Chriftian faith from being 
ever re-eftabliffied in their dominions ; and the 
Portuguefe received ftrift injunctions, under the 
fevereft penalties, never to approach their coafts 
any more. And in order the more effectually to 
difcover whether any Japanefe Chriftians re- 
mained hidden and concealed in the country, re- 
courfe was had to various inftitutions, and, among 
others, to that of trampling upon the images of 
the faints, a cuftom which ftill prevails, and is 
repeated at the commencement of every year 
in Nagafaki and the circumjacent country. 

Philofophers and moralifts are regarded in this 
country in the fame light as priefts and facred 
perfons, and their tenets have been embraced 
with equal ardour with thofe of other Ipiritual 
lefts. The chief, which has obtained eftimation 
and repute in Japan is Sjuto or Koofi, known in 
Europe by the name of the Morality of Con- 
fucius. This fyftem derives its origin from 
China, where Confucius was born 400 years 
after Budsdo. Its followers, though they cannot 
properly be faid to worffiip any God, place their 
jummum bonum , neverthelefs, in a virtuous life ; 
and admit of rewards or puniffiments for man in 
this life only. They confefs that a univerfal foul 
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or fpirit belongs to the world, without acknow- 
ledging any other gods, without having churches, 
and without worfhipping any one. Their doc- 
trine, therefore, chiefly inculcates the following 
maxims ; to lead a virtuous life, to do juftice to 
every man, to behave at the fame time to all 
perfons -with civility, to govern with equity, and 
to maintain an inviolate integrity of heart. They 
do not burn their dead, but lay them, like the 
Europeans, in a cheft, and bury them in the 
earth. Suicide is not only deemed lawful among 
them, but it is even applauded, and confidered 
as an heroic aft. 

The difference between this fyftem of morality, 
which has been introduced among them in latter 
times, and their moll ancient religion, is very 
great and remarkable. In their modern fyftem 
we difcover the offspring of human wit ; whilft 
their ancient religion exhibits evident traces of 
the divine Law of Mofes. 


FOOD, AND THE VARIOUS MODES OF 
PREPARING IT. 


IN the multiplicity of the articles of food to 
be met with in its iflands, and the furrounding 
: ocean, and which both nature and art confpire 
Da to 
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to furniih and prepare, Japan may, perhaps, be 
laid to furpafs moft other countries hitherto 
known to us. The Japanefe not only make ufc 
of fuch things for food and aliment, which are 
in themfelves wholefome and nutritive, but take 
in almoft the whole of the animal and vegetable 
kingdoms, not excepting the moft poiionous j 
which, by their mode of drefiing and preparing 
them, may be rendered harmlefs and even ufeful. 
The meat that is ferved up in every difh, is cut 
into frnall pieces, thoroughly boiled and ftewed, 
and mixed with agreeable fauces. In this man- 
ner every thing is ferved up in the very belt 
order ; and the rnafter of the houfe is not har- 
raflfed at his table with the trouble of cutting tip 
great pieces, or of diftributing the provifions 
round to the guelts. At meal-time every one feats 
himfelf upon the foft floor-mats ; facing each 
gueft is placed a frnall fquare table, that ferves 
for the purpofe of holding the different difhes, 
which already in the kitchen are portioned out 
to each perfon, and are ferved up in the neateft 
veflels, either of porcelain or japanned wood. 
Thefe cups are tolerably large bafons, and always 
furnifhed with a lid. The firft courfe conflfts 
generally of filh, with fifh-foup ; the foup they 
drink out of the cup, but eat the folid part, 
which is chopped into frnall pieces, with two 
lackered pegs, which they hold fo dexteroufly 
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between the fingers of the right hand, that they 
can with the greateft nicety take up the fmallefi: 
grain of rice with them ; and thefe pegs ferve 
them for the purpofe both of fork and lpoon. 
As foon as one courfe is finifhed it is taken away, 
and another ferved up in its room. The Jaft 
courfe is brought to table in a cup of blue por- 
celain, and this likewife is furnifhed with a lid. 
The victuals are carried in by a fervant, who 
kneels down as he places them upon the table, 
and takes them away after dinner. - When feve- 
ral perfons eat in company together, they all 
falute each other with a low bow, before they 
begin to eat. The ladies do not eat with the 
men, but by themfelves. Between each dilh, 
they drink warm facki, or rice-beer, which is 
poured out of a tea-kettle into fhallow tea-faucers 1 , 
made of lackered wood ; and during this, they 
fometimes eat a quarter of an egg, boiled hard, 
and very frequently they drink at the fame time 
to fome body’s health. In general they eat three 
times a day ; about eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing, two o’clock at noon, and eight in the even- 
ing. There are fome that obferve no regular 
time for their meals ; but eat whenever they are 
hungry ; for which reafon the victuals are obliged 
to be kept in readinefs the whole day. Rice, 
-which is here exceedingly white and well-tafted, 

;! Supplies, with the Japanefe, the place of bread : 
D 3 they 
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they eat it boiled with every kind of provifions. 
Mifo foup, boiled with fifh and onions, is eaten 
by the common people, frequently three times a 
day, or at each of their cuftomary meals. Mijos 
are not unlike lentils, and are fmall beans, 
gathered from the Dolicbos foja. Filb is likewife 
a very common difli with the Japanele, both 
boiled and fried in oil. Fowls, of which they 
have a great variety, both wild and tame, are 
eaten in great abundance ; and the flefh of whales, 
though coarfi, is in feveral places, at leaf!; among 
the poorer fort, a very common food. It has a 
red and difagreeable look, and was often expofed 
for fale in the ftreets in Nagafaki, when I paffed 
by, in order to go on board of fhip. 

In preparing their victuals, they make ufe of 
expreffed oils, of feveral different forts. Thefe 
oils are made chiefly from the feeds of Sefamum , of 
TJubaki, (the Camellia japonic a) Kiri } (the Bignonia 
tomentojaj Abrafin , ( Dryandra cor data) Azedarach, 
and feveral others ; fometimesfrom the Rhus Jucce- 
danea , Taxus baccata, and Gingko. In their victuals 
they make a very plentiful ufe of mujhrooms , and 
the fruit of the Solanum melongena , as well as the 
roots of the Solanum ejculentum , (batatas) carrots, 
and feveral kinds of bulbous roots, and of beans. 
For the defert, they have kaki-fgs, chejnut-s, 
i water-nuts , and pears, which are poflibly often 
exported from hence to Batavia ; befides lemons, ] 
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Seville and China-oranges , Jhaddocks, grapes , &c. 
Among their valuable filhes is what they call the 
tay, (by the Dutch called Jieen-braaJem, ) which is 
frequently fold at a very high price, and purchafed 
for holidays and feftival occafions. The Perea 
Jexlineata (Jr a) ranks among their fineft fifh, and 
their Clupea Thrijfa is fo fat, that it is equal to the 
bell herrings that are caught in Europe. Salmon 
is only found near the Fakonie mountains, and is 
neither fo large, nor fo well-tailed as thofe of 
Europe, Of oyjlers and other Jhell-fiJh, feveral 
dilferent forts are eaten ; but always boiled or 
Hewed, as likewife Jhrimps and crabs. 


DRINK. 


TEA and facki-beer conllitute the lole liquors 
of the Japanefe, which fall infinitely lhort in 
number of thofe which the thirfty Europeans can 
exhibit. Wines and diltilled liquors they never 
make ufe of, and can hardly be perfuaded to 
talle them, when offered them by the Dutch. 
Coffee is fcarcely known, even by the talle, to 
a few of the interpreters ; and brandy is not with 
them one of the neceffaries of life. They have 
hitherto never fullered themfelves to be corruptecj 
D 4 by 
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by the Europeans that have vifited them : rather 
than adopt any praftice from others, which might 
be actually both ufeful and convenient, they have 
chofen to retain their ancient and primitive mode 
of life, in its original purity ; into which they 
would not even inlenfibly introduce any ufage or 
cuflom, that in the courfe of time might become 
ufelefs to them, or detrimental. 

Sacki is the name of a kind of beer, which 
the Japanefe prepare from rice j it is tolerably 
clear, and not a little refembles wine, but has a 
veiy fingular tafte, which cannot be reckoned 
extremely pleafant. This liquor, when it is frefh, 
is more inclined to a white colour, but after it has 
lain in fmall wooden calks, it becomes very brown. 

This drink is vended in every tavern, in the 
fame manner as wine is fold in all cellars in Em 
rope, and it conftitutes their cheer at entertain- 
ments, and loofer hours, and is likewife ufed as 
wine, by the more wealthy, at their very meals. 
It is never drank cold by the Japanefe, but is 
warmed in a common tea-kettle, from which it 
is poured out into fiat tea-cups, made of lackered 
Wood, and in this manner it is drank quite warm, 
which in a very fhort time heats and inebriates 
them ; but the whole intoxication vanifhes in a 
few minutes, and is generally fucceeded by a dis- 
agreeable head-ach. Sacki is imported to Ba- 
tavia, as an article of commerce, but is drank 
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out of wine-glaffes before meals, to provoke an 
appetite, on which occafions the white Jacki is 
generally preferred, wJiich is lefs difgufting to 
the tafte. 

Tea is drank throughout the whole country, for 
the purpofe of quenching thirft ; for which reafon 
they keep in every houfe, and more efpecially in 
every inn, a kettle upon the fire all day long, 
with boiling water and ground tea ; from this 
the brown decodtion is poured out for immediate 
ufe, and another kettle, filled with cold water, 
affords them the means of diluting and cooling 
it. In the houfes of people of diftindtion, vifiters 
are always printed with green tea, with which 
the Dutch are entertained, whenever they wait 
upon any of the privy-counfellors or other perfons 
in office. This tea is frefh gathered, and ground 
to powder ; boiling water being firft poured into 
a can, they put in the tea in its pulverized ftate, 
and ffir it round with a flick, in the fame mam 
ner as is ufually done with chocolate, and then 
pour it out into tea-cups ; it muft be drank im- 
mediately, otherwife the green powder fettles at 
the bottom. No perfon of diftindtion under- , 
takes a journey of any length, without carrying 
with him a lackered chefl, which is borne by a 
man-fervant, and in which water is kept boiling 
all the way ; ground tea, tea-cups, and every 

othcp 


other neceffary appendage are ready prepared 
and at hand. 

The tea-ftirub grows wild in every part of the 
country, but I met with it moft frequently grow- 
ing on the very borders and margins of culti- 
vated lands, or upon fuch mountains and downs 
as did not very well an fiver the trouble of culti- 
vation. This plant grows from the feed in the 
courfe of fix or feven years to the height of a 
man ; but already in the third year of its growth 
it yields fome produce of its leaves. Thole who 
are fomewhat accuftomed to this kind of harveft, 
can gather, in the fpace of one day, ten or twelve 
pounds weight of them. The older the leaves 
are, and the later in the year the gathering is 
made, the greater abundance, it is true, they 
yield, but then the tea is fo much the worfe ; as 
the fmaller leaves, and thofe which have but juft 
fhot forth, furnifh the fineft and moft valuable. 
The tea, therefore, is gathered annually at three 
different feafons. The firfl harveft commences 
{at the end cf Songvats) the beginning of March, 
or the end of February, at which feafon the 
leaves begin to pufh forth, poffefs a vifcous qua- 
lity, and are gathered folcly for the ufe of the 
Emperor, or for people of rank and opulence ; 
whence it takes the name of imperial tea. A 
month after this, the fecond harveft takes place, 
when the leaves are full grown, but are ftill thin, 
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tender, and well-flavoured. Again a month, and the 
principal harveft commences, when the greateft 
quantity is gathered ; the leaves having all pulhed 
forth completely, and become very thick and 
flout. Young fhrubs always yield better tea than 
old ones, and fome places produce it in greater 
perfection, and mere delicious than others. 

The tea-leaves are afterwards, for the fake of 
drying them, fpread upon thin plates of iron, 
which are made hot. During this operation they 
muft be continually ftirred round with both hands, 
as long as ever the fingers can fupport the heat. 
They are next rolled to and fro upon mats, till 
they grow perfectly cool ; and in cafe they are 
not then fufficiently dry, they are roalled and 
rolled over again, once, or as many times as 
may be requifite. 


THE SMOKING OF TOBACCO 


Was in former times not cuftomary in this 
country ; but it is probable, that the Portuguefe 
were the firft who introduced this practice. The 
Japanele have no other name for tobacco than 
tabaco, which is fmoked indiferiminately by both 
fexes. The tobacco ufed for this purpofe, is 

planted 
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planted in the country, and is the common 
Nicoticma tabacum. They cut their tobacco into 
very fine lhreds, almoft as fine as human hair : 
the pipes which they ufe are very fhort, feldom 
more than fix inches in length, and are made of 
lackered bamboo, with a copper mouth-piece 
. and bowl ; this latter is fo finall, that it does not 
contain above a third part or. one half of a thimble 
full of tobacco, which is twilled up and crammed 
in with their fingers. Thefe pipes are foon 
fmoaked out, in a very few whiffs only, upon 
which the afhes are beaten out, and the pipe is 
filled again ; which practice they repeat feveral 
times. The fmoke is puffed out each time both 
through the noftrils and the mouth. Perfons of 
diftinftion have always the following apparatus 
for fmoking: an oblong box, eighteen inches 
long, a foot broad, and three fingers high, 
lackered of a brown or black colour, is placed 
before each perfon ; in this box are laid pipes and 
tobacco, and three cups are placed, which are 
ufed in fmoking : one of thefe round cups, which 
is generally made of thick and ftout porcellain, 
or lackered wood, is lined with brafs on the in- 
fide, and is filled with allies, in which a live coal 
is placed, for the purpofe of lighting the pipe : 
the fecond ferves to receive the afhes of the 
tobacco after the pipe is ffmoked out, when this 
latter is {truck with force againft the edge j and 

fometimes 



SMOKING. 


45 

fometimes it is Ipit upon, in order to quench the 
fparks. T he third fupplies the place of a fpitring- 
pot, during the time of fmoking. At vifits, 
this apparatus is the firft thing that is placed be- 
fore the guefts. One of thefe boxes is fometimes 
furnifhed with a lid, which is tied faft with a 
ribbon, and is carried by a fervant, whenever 
they go to fuch places, where they do not expedt 
to have tobacco prefented to them. The poorer 
clafs generally carry both their pipe and tobacco 
with them, when they go out the pipe is then 
put into a cafe, and worn on the right fide in 
the girdle at the back of their loins ; the tobacco- 
pouch is hardly of the breadth of a hand, and 
ibmewhat fhorter, furnifhed with a flap at the 
top, which is fattened together with a little ivory 
hook ; this pouch is likewile flung to the girdle 
by means of a filken cord, and a bead of cor- 
nelian, or a piece of agate : it is made for the 
inott part of a particular kind of filk, with in- 
terwoven flowers of fllver and gold. 


festival 
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FESTIVAL SPORTS AND GAMES. 

ALTHOUGH gravity forms the general 
character of the Japanefe nation, this feriousdif- 
pofition, however, does not prevent them from 
having their pleafures, their lports, and feftivities. 
Thele are of two kinds, occafional or periodica], 
and conftitute part of their worlhip : the latter, in 
many re fp efts, may be compared to our plays. 
Their chief feftivals are the Feaft of Lanthoms , 
jind what is called the Matjuri. 

The Lanthorn-Feftival , or Feaft cf Lamps, is 
){ celebrated towards the endofAuguft, and is called 
by the natives Bong. It lafts three days ; but the 
fecond afternoon, with the following night, are 
kept with the greatcft feftivity. It was originally 
inftituted in memory and honour of the dead, 
who, they believe, return annually to their kin- 
dred and friends on the firft afternoon of thefe 
games ; every one vifiting his former houfe and 
family, where they remain till the ieccnd night, 
■when they are to be fent away again. By way 
of welcoming them on their arrival, they plant 
Hakes of bamboo near all the tombs, upon which 
they hang a great number of lanthoms, with 
lights, and thofe fo clofe to each other, that the 
whole mountain appears illuminated : thele lant- 
horns are kept alight till nine or ten o’clock at 

night. 
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night. On the fecond evening, when the fpirits 
of the de fundi are, according to their tradition, 
to be fent away again, they fabricate a fmall 
veffel of draw, with lights and lanthorns in it, 
which they carry at midnight in proceffion, with 
vocal and inftrumental mufic, and loud cries, to 
the fea-fliore, where it is launched into the water, 
and left to the wind and waves, till it either 
catches fire and is confirmed, or is fwallowed up 
by the waves. Both of thefe illuminations, con- 
fiding of feveral thoufand fires, exhibit to the 
eye an uncommonly grand and beautiful fpedlacle. 

The fead of Matjuri is celebrated upon fome 
certain fedival day, and in honour of fome par- 
ticular god. Thus, for indance, in the town of 
Nagafaki, where I was prefent at one of thefe 
fedivals, it is celebrated in memory of Suwa, the 
tutelar deity of the town. It is celebrated on 
the ninth day of the ninth month, which is the 
day of this idol’s nativity, with games, public 
dances, and dramatic reprefentations : the fedival 
commences on the feventh day, when the temples 
are frequented, fermons are preached, prayers 
are offered up, and public fpedtacles are exhi- 
bited ; but the ninth day excels all in pomp and 
expenfive magnificence, which they vary every 
time in fuch a manner, that the entertainments of 
the prefent year bear no reiemblance to thofe of 
the lad ; neither are the fame arrangements made. 

The 
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The expences are defrayed by the inhabitants of 
the town, in iuch manner, that certain dreets 
exhibit and pay the expences of certain pieces 
and parts of the entertainment. I, together with 
the reft of the Dutch, had an invitation fent me, 
to be a fpecdator of this fedival, in 177 6, which 
was celebrated in a large open Ipot in the town 
of Nagafaki. A capacious hcufe, refembling a 
large booth, raifed upon polls, and provided 
with a roof and benches, was erefted on one fide, 
for the convenience of the fpedtators. Thefe 
confided not only of the magidrates and eccle- 
fialtics, but likewife of foreigners ; and a guard 
was placed to keep off the croud. Firft of 
all appeared the priefts, carrying the image of 
the idol Swivel, and took their places, habited in 
black and white. A company of ten or twelve 
perfons played upon inftruments of mufic, and 
fang the exploits of their gods and heroes ; in 
the mean time that a party of virgins dancing, 
difplayed the molt enchanting elegance in their 
geltures and deportment. The mufic confided 
in a mere rattling noife, which might perhaps 
found more grateful in the idol’s, than in 
human ears. A large parafol was next intro- 
duced, inferibed with the name of the dreet, and 
emblazoned with its coat of arms, followed by a 
band of muficians, in mafks, with drums, flutes, 
bells, and vocal mufic. Thefe were fucceeded 

by 
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by the device itfelf, which was different for every 
ftreet ; then followed a band of adtors ; and 
laftly, the inhabitants of the ftreet, in folemn 
proceffion, with an innumerable and promifcuous 
croud at their heels. This progfeffive march 
lafted nearly a whole hour, after which they 
marched back again in the fame order, and a 
fecond proceffion fucceeded in its place ; this 
was followed by a third, and fo on, during the 
whole forenoon. The inhabitants of each ftreet 
vied with each other in magnificence and inven- 
tion, with refpedt to the celebration of this 
feftival, and in difplaying, for the moft part, fuch 
things as were characteriftic of the various pro- 
duce of the mines, mountains, forefts, naviga- 
tion, manufactures, and the like, of the province 
from which the ftreet derived its name, and 
whence it had its inhabitants. 

Plays I had an opportunity of feeing adted 
feveral times, both in Nagafaki and during my 
journey to the imperial court at Ofaka. The 
fpedtators fit in houfes of different dimenfions 
upon benches; facing them, upon an elevated, 
but fmall and narrow place, Hands the theatre 
itfelf, upon which feldom more than one or two 
adtors perform at a time. Thefe are always 
1 dreffed in a very Angular manner, according as 
their own tafte and fancy fuggeft, infomuch that 
a ftranger would be apt to believe, that they 
vol. iv. E exhibited 
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exhibited themfolves, not to entertain but to 
frighten the audience. Their geftures, as well 
as their drefs, are ftrangely uncouth and extra- 
vagant, and confilt in artificial contortions of 
the body, which it muft have coft them much 
trouble to learn and perform. In general they 
reprefent fbme heroic exploit or love-ftory of 
their idols and heroes, which are frequently com- 
pofed in verfe, and are fometimes accompanied 
with mufic. A curtain may, it is true,, be let 
fall between the aflors and the fpedlators, and 
fome neceffary pieces be brought forward upon the 
theatre y but in other refpedts, thefe fmall theatres 
have no machinery nor decorations, which can 
entitle them to be put in comparifon with thole 
of Europe. I did not obferve that public Ipec- 
tacles contributed any more in this country than 
in other places, to reform the manners of the 
people j as the defign of them appears to be the 
lame here as in other parts of the world, and as 
they tend rather to amufe the idle frivolity of 
mankind with jugglers tricks, than to amend the 
heart, rather to fill the pockets of the aftors, 
than to be of any real benefit to the Ipedbators. 

When the Japanefo wilh at any time to enter- 
tain the Dutch, either in the town of Nagafaki, 
or more particularly during their journey to the 
imperial court, they generally provide a band of 
female dancers , for the amufement of their guefts. 

Thefe 
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Thefe are generally young damfels, very fuperbly 
drefled, whom they fetch from the inns ; fome- 
times young boys likewife are mixed among 
them. Such a dance requires always a number 
of perlons, who turn and twine and put them- 
felves into a variety of artificial poftures, in order 
to reprefent an amorous or heroic deed, without 
either fpeaking or finging ; their fteps are how- 
ever regulated by the mufic which plays to them. 
The girls are in particular provided with a num- 
ber of very fine and light night-gowns, made of 
filk, which tliey flip off one after the other, 
during the dance, from the upper part of 
their body, fo as frequently to have them, to the 
number of a dozen together, fufpended from 
the girdle which encircles their loins. Their 
dances therefore correfpond, in fome meafure, 
with our country-dances, although, upon the 
whole, they widely differ even from thefe. 

Their weddings and funerals may likewife claim 
a place among their feflivals, although they do 
not celebrate them with the fame pomp as do 
the Europeans and other nations. 

Marriages are folemnized upon a pleafant 
eminence without the towns, in the prefence of 
the relations and the priefts, when the following 
ceremonies are obferved. The bridegroom and 
the bride advance together to an altar eredted for 
that purpofe, each holding a torch in their hand ; 
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whilft the prieft is employed in reading a certain 
form of prayer, the bride, who occupies the 
l ight-hand place, firft lights her torch from a 
burning lamp, and then holds it out to the bride- 
groom, who lights his torch from hers ; upon 
which the guefts w'ilh the new-married couple 
joy. In this country the men are not allowed a 
plurality of wives, as in China, but each man is 
confined to one, who has liberty to go out and 
fhew herfelf in company, and is not fhut up in 
a reclufe and feparate apartment, as is the cuftom 
with their neighbours. Inftances of divorces 
fometimes occur among them, but thefe cafes 
are not very common. The more daughters a 
man has, and the handfomer they are, the richer 
he efteems himfelf, it being here the eftablifhed 
cuftom for fuitors to make prefents to their father- 
in-law, before they obtain his daughter. 

Fornication is very prevalent in this country; 
notwithftanding which, chaftity is frequently held 
in fuch high veneration, both with married and 
fingle, that v/hen they have been injured in this 
point, they fometimes lay violent hands upon 
themfelves. In this country likewife the dif- 
honourable pradice of keeping miftrefies ob- 
; ns with fome ; but the children they bring 
into the world cannot inherit, and the miftrelfes 
are confidered as fervants in the houfe. 


The 
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The Japanele either burn their dead to allies, 
or elfe bury them in the earth. The former 
method, as I was informed, was in ancient times 
much more cuftomary than it is at prelent, 
though it is ftill praclifed with perfons of dif- 
tindlion. T his ceremony is not always performed 
on a funeral pile in the open air, but takes place 
at times in a fmall houfe of ftone, calculated for 
that purpofe, and furnifhed with a chimney. 
The allies are carried away in a coftly veflel, 
and preferved for fome time in the houle at home, 
after which they are buried in the earth. Both 
men and women follow the corpfe in norimons, 
together with the .widow and children of the de- 
ceafed, and a numerous train of priefts, who 
ling all the time. After one of the priefts has 
fung th,e eulogy of the deceafed, he waves thrice 
over the corpfe a burning torch, and then throws 
it away : upon this it is picked up by the children 
or other relations, and the pile fet on fire with 
it. Thofe who are interred without being firft 
burned, are incloled in a wooden cheft, after the 
cuftomary manner, and let down into the grave. 
The children are very much attached to their 
parents, even after their death. During the in^ 
terment, and after the fame, fragrant Ipices are 
call into the grave, and the fineft flowers are 
planted upon their tombs. The liirvivors con- 
tinue to vifit the manlions of the dead for feveral 
E 3 years, 
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years, and not unfrequently during their whole 
lives; repeating their vifits at firft every day, then 
every week ; after that once a month, and at 
laft once a year, exclufively of the 'Lanthorn 
Feftival, which is celebrated every year in honour 
of the defund. 


SCIENCES. 


THE Sciences in general fall infinitely fhort 
in Japan of that exalted pre-eminence, to which 
they have attained in Europe. The Iiijlory of 
their own country, may, however, perhaps be 
deemed more authentic here than that of molt 
other nations, and this, together with the fcience 
of houfe-keeping, is lludied, without exception, 
by them all. Agriculture , which the Japanefe 
confider as the moft neceffary and ufeful fcience, 
for the profperity and liability of the empire, is 
in no place in the world fo much efteemed as 
here ; where neither foreign nor civil wars, nor 
emigrations, lelfen their population j and where 
they never think of encroaching upon the terri- 
tories of other nations ; nor yet of introducing 
the unneceflary and often detrimental produdions 
of other climates : but where, on the contrary, 
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their whole care is directed in the higheft degree, 
that not a fingle fod of earth {hall lie fallow, nor 
the revenue of the earth be unthriftily employed. 

Afironomy is in great favour and repute ; not- 
withftanding which they are unable, without the 
affiftance of the Chinele and Dutch Almanacs, 
to compofe a perfedl Calendar, or to compute 
to minutes and feconds an eclipfe of the fun or 
moon. Medicine neither has attained, nor is it 
likely that it ever will attain, to any degree of 
eminence. With Anatomy they are totally un- 
acquainted, and their knowledge of difeales is 
very imperfedt, involved in error, and frequently 
in fable : Botany and the knowledge of remedies, 
conftitute the whole of their medical knowledge. 
Of Natural Pbilojopby and Chemiftry , the Ja- 
panefe have little more idea than what they have 
lately learned from the Phyficians of Europe. 
Law is not here a tedious and complicated ftudy : 
no nation upon earth has a fmaller code, and 
fewer Judges. Commentators upon the Statutes 
and Advocates are here totally unknown ; but 
in no country perhaps are the laws more ftriftly 
carried into execution, without any regard to 
perfons, and without partiality, or violence! 
The laws are fevere, and law-fuits fhort. The 
original Language of the country, in oppofition 
to that of all other nations, is at once copious 
and exprtffive. Of foreign languages, Chinefe 
E 4 » 
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is learned by thofe who devote themfelves to 
ftudy, and read Chinefe books and writings. 
The Interpreters and fome of their Phyficians 
even learn the Dutch language, and fome of 
thefe underftand a little Latin ; a language which 
for nearly two thoufand years has given more 
trouble to youth in the fchools of Europe, than 
in general they have derived benefit from it. 
Their Morality does not confift in any curious 
labours of the brain, but in fimple and rational 
doctrines, which they endeavour to reduce to 
pradtice in their conduct by leading a virtuous 
life. And this morality is preached and enforced 
by all their religious feels, and is never detached 
from their divinity, with which it Hands in the 
clofeft connexion. The Science of War, is with 
thefe Orientals very fimple : courage, fortitude, 
and love of their countiy, make ample amends 
for their ignorance of military tadlics j and with 
thefe qualifications they have hitherto always 
proved victorious, and never once been obliged 
to bow their necks to their enemies. Four 
hundred and feventy-one years before the com- 
mencement of our sera, we find the firft men- 
tion made of war in the Japanefe Hiftory. After 
that period they have been feveral times dis- 
turbed by foreign forces. Anno 1284, after the 
Tartars had fubdued China, Mooku, their Ge- 
neral, fent 4000 veffels, and 240,0 ckJ men to 

conquer 
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conquer Japan, but without being able to ao 
complifh his aim. 

The Art of Printing is unqueftionably very 
ancient in this country ; but they always ufed, 
and ftill continue to life plates for this purpofe, 
without having any knowledge of moveable 
types. They print upon one fide of the paper 
only, on account of its thinnefs, as otherwife the 
ink would fink through. They have even a 
knowledge of Engraving, although in the Art of 
Drawing they remain vaftly inferior to the Eu- 
ropeans, over whom they however boaft this 
decided preference, that they always draw fome 
animal, plant, or other objeft, that exifts in 
nature, and do not heap together upon tapeftry 
or other kinds of paintings, fantaftical figures 
of things, which have no adtual exiftence ; a 
circumftance, which has hitherto fo little en- 
gaged the attention of our artifts, and which 
mull do no little credit to an enlightened and 
fenfible European. Surveying they underftand 
tolerably well, and poffefs accurate maps, both 
of their country in general and of its towns. 
Bcfides the general map of the empire, I have 
leen fpecial maps of Jedo, Miako, Ofaka, 
and the town of Nagafaki, which I likewife 
contrived to carry out of the country with me, 
notwithftanding the great danger with which 
this was attended, and the ftri&eft prohibitions 

to 
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to the contrary. Like the Chinefe, the Ja* 
panefe write in upright rows, or columns, from 
the top to the bottom, and then down again, 
beginning at the right hand and fo proceeding 
to the left, forming their letters with a pencil 
made of hare’s hair, and touche,, or Indian ink, 
which they rub every time with water upon a 
ftone. Poetry is a favourite ftudy with this na4 
tion, who employ it to perpetuate the memory 
of their gods, heroes, and celebrated men. Mufie 
is likewife held in high eftimation, but hitherto 
they have neither been able to bring their mufi- 
cal inftruments to any degree of perfeflion, nor 
yet have they made any progrefs in the fcience 
of harmony. At feftivals, and on other grand 
occafions, they make ufe of drums, fifes, ftringed 
inftruments, bell$,iiorfe-bells, and other mufical 
inftruments. The ladies efpecially are very fond 
of mufie, and even learn to perform upon diffe- 
rent inftruments tnemfelves ; but their favourite 
inftrument is a kind of lute with four firings, 
which they ftrike with the fingers, and will pafs 
whole evenings at this diverfion, although it is 
not very pleafant. The koto bears a ftrong re- 
femblance to our dulcimers, having a number of 
fixings, which are ftruck with flicks ; and is in- 
conteftibly the moft agreeable inftrument they 
have. 
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In feveral places, for the inftruCtion of chil- 
dren in reading and wrinting, public Schools are 
eflablifhed, in which all the children read aloud, 
and make a terrible noife. The children are in 
general educated without chaftifement and blows ; 
in their infant years fongs are fung to them in 
praife of their deceafed heroes, which tend to 
encourage them in the practice of virtue and 
conftancy. In youth they are admonifhed with 
ferioufnefs, and good examples are held up for 
their imitation. 

Arts and Manufactures are carried on in every 
part of the country, and fome of them are brought 
to fuch a degree of perfection, as even to furpafs 
thofe of Europe j whilft fome, on the other hand, 
fall fhort of European excellence. They work 
extremely well in Iron and Copper, and their 
Silk and Cotton manufactures equal, and fome- 
times even excel, the productions of other eaftern 
countries. Their Lacquering in wood, efpecially 
their ancient workmanfliip, furpaffes every at- 
tempt which has been made in this department 
by other nations. They work likewile with 
great fkill in Sowas, which is a mixture of gold 
i and copper, which they underftand how to colour 
I blue or black with their toufche, or ink, by a 
i method hitherto unknown to us. They are like- 
i wife acquainted with the art of making Glajs, 
: and can manufacture ic for any purpofe, both 
Q coloured 
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coloured and uncoloured. But window-glafs, 
which is fiat, they could not fabricate formerly. 
This art they have lately learned from the Eu- 
ropeans, as likewife to make watches, which 
they fometimes ufe in their houfes. In like 
manner they underftand the art of Glafs -grinding, 
and to form Telefcopes with it, for which pur- 
port they purchafe mirror-glafs of the Dutch. 
In the working of Steel they are perfect mailers, 
of which their incomparable fwords afford the 
moll evident proof. Paper is likewife manu- 
factured in great abundance in this country, as 
well for writing and printing, as for tapellry, 
handkerchiefs, clothes, for packing of goods, &c. 
and is of various fizes and qualities. They pre- 
pare it from the bark of a Ipecies of Mulberry- 
tree, Morus papyrifera. T he method is as fol- 
lows. After the tree has died its leaves in the 
month of December, they cut off the branches 
about three feet in length, which they tie up in 
bundles, and boil in a ley of alhes, Handing in- 
verted in a covered kettle, till fuch time as the 
bark is fo fhrunk, that half an inch of the woody 
part is feen bare at the ends. They are then 
taken out and left in the open air to cool, cut up 
lengthwile, and the bark is ftripped off. Upon 
this the bark is again foaked three or four hours 
in water, and when it is become loft, theyfcrape 
off the fine black lldn with a knife. The next 
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thing to be done is, to feparate the coarfe bark 
from the fine, which produces the whited: paper. 
The older the branches are, the coarfer is the 
paper. The bark is now boiled again in frelh 
ley, and the whole continually ftirred with a 
flick, and frefh water added to it, till the fibres 
feparate. The wafhing of it, which is a nice 
and delicate operation, is then performed in a 
brook, by means of a fieve, by ftirring the bark 
inceffantly about till the whole is reduced to the 
confidence of a fine pap, and, thrown into water, 
Separates in the form of meal. It is then further 
mixed in a fmall vefiel with a decoTion of Rice 
and the Hibifcus manibot , and ftirred well about, 
till it has attained a tolerable confidence. After 
this it is poured into a wider veflel, from whence 
the dieets are taken and put into proper forms, 
made of grafs-ftraw, and laid one upon another 
in heaps, with draw between, that they may be 
eafily lifted up. They are farther covered with 
a board, and prefled, at firft lightly, but after- 
wards and gradually harder, till the water is 
feparated. When this is done, they lay the 
fheets upon a board, dry them in the fun, and 
then gather them into bundles for fale and ufo. 
An inferior kind of paper is likewife manufac- 
tured from the Morus Indica. 

The lackered wood- work, which is executed 
iin Japan, excels the Chinefe, the Siamefe, and 

indeed 
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indeed that of all other nations in the world. 
For this purpofe they make choice of the fined: 
fort of firs and cedars, and cover them with the 
very bed varnifh, which they prepare from the 
Rhus vernix, a tree that grows in great abun- 
dance in many parts of the country. This 
varnifh, which oozes out of the tree on its being 
wounded, is procured from ftems that are three 
years old, and is received in fome proper veflel. 
When firft caught, it is of a lightifh colour and 
of the confidence of cream ; but grows thicker 
and black on being expofed to the air. It is of 
fo tranfparent a nature, that when it is laid, pure 
and unmixed, upon boxes and other pieces of 
furniture, every vein of the wood may be clearly 
feen. For the moft part a dark ground is fpread 
underneath it, which caufes it to reflect, like a 
looking-glafs ; and for this purpofe recourfe is 
frequently had to the fine fludge, which is caught 
in the trough under a grind-ltone. At other times 
ground charcoal is ufed, and occafionally fome 
blacker red fubdance is mixed with the varnifh, 
and fometimes leaf-gold, ground very fine, when 
it is called Salflicat. This lackered work is 
afterwards for the mod part embellifhed with 
gold and filver flowers and figures laid on upon 
the varnifh, which, however, are liable to wear 
off in time : • fometimes one has an opportunity 
of feeing thefe figures embclfed upon the varnifh, 

and 
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and more efpecially in old work, which is greatly 
elteemed, and being rare, fetches a high price. 
This varnilh, which hardens to a tranlparent 
and difficultly foluble gum, will riot endure any 
blows, but flies and cracks, almoll like glafsj 
though it can Hand boiling water without re- 
ceiving any damage. With this they varnilh 
ever the polls of their doors and windows, their 
drawers, chefts, boxes, Icymitars, fans, tea-cups, 
and foup-diffies, their portable llools, and molt 
articles of houfehold furniture, which are made 
of wood. 

No Japanefe is allowed to leave his native 
land and vifit foreign countries ; this being pro- 
hibited, under penalty of death. So that the 
long voyages which the people of this nation for- 
merly undertook in their own velfels to Co nr a, 
China, Java, Formola, and other places, can be 
no longer performed, and the art of navigation 
mull of courle be upon the decline. This, how- 
ever, does not prevent them from making lhort 
Voyages between the rocks, with an inconceivable 
number of trading vefiels, of different fizes,as like- 
wife with filhing-fmacks. They feldom venture 
out far enough at fea to lofe fight of land, and al- 
ways take care to have it in their power to run 
every evening into fome port, or elfe to come into 
i fome other place of fafety, in cafe of fudden 
! florms, Yet they are provided with a compafs, 

which 




64 SClfiNCES. 

which is not divided into fo many points as thofe 
which the Europeans make ufe of, but their 
vefiels are open at the ftern, fo that they cannot 
weather the open fea $ and their rudders are large 
and inconvenient. 

The Japanefe have little furniture in their 
houfes befides their apparatus for the kitchen, 
and what they ufe at their meals. Of thefe, 
however, as likewife of clothes and other necef- 
faries, one fees fuch an incredible quantity ex- 
pofed for fale in the fhops of their tradefmeny 
both in town and country, that one is led to 
wonder where they can find purchafers, and 
would be apt to fuppofe, that they kept maga- 
zines. here to fuppiy die whole world. Here the 
native may feled't, according to his varying tafte 
and fancy, all his clothes ready made, and may 
be furnifhedwith fhoes, umbrellas, lackered ware,- 
porcellain, and a thoufand other articles, with- 
out having occafion to befpeak any thing be- 
fore-hand, 


THE LAWS AND POLICE. 


IF the laws in this country are rigid, the Police 
is equally vigilant, and difeipline and good order 
are as fcrupuloufiy obferved. The happy confe- 
i quences 
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quences of this are extremely vifible and im- 
portant ; for hardly any country exhibits fewer 
inftances of vice. And as no refpeft whatever 
is paid to perfons and at the fame time the 
laws preferve their priftine and original purity, 
without any alterations, explanations, and mif- 
conltrudtions, the fubjedts not only imbibe, as 
they grow up, an infallible knowledge of what 
ought, or ought not to be done, but are like- 
wife enlightened by the example and irreproach- 
able conduit of their fuperiors in age. 

Moft crimes are punifhed with death, a fen- 
tence, which is inflidted with lefs regard to the 
magnitude of the crime, than to the audacity of 
the attempt to tranlgrefs the hallowed laws of the 
empire, and to violate juitice, which, together 
with religion, they confider as the moft facred 
things in the whole land. Fines and pecuniary 
mulcts and amercements they regard as equally 
repugnant to juitice and reafon ; as the rich are 
thereby freed from all punilhment ; a procedure, 
which to them appears the height of abfurdity. 
Murder is punifhed with death ; and, if this 
crime is perpetrated in a town, or in the open 
itreet, not only the murderer himfelf, but fome- 
times his relations and dependants, and even the 
neighbours, partake in the punilhment, accord- 
ingly as they have been more or lefs accomplices 
in the crime, or have negle&ed to prevent its 
vol. iv. F perpe- 


66 


LAWS AND POLICE. 


perpetration. To draw one’s fword upon anv 
one, is likewife a capital offence. Smuggling of 
all kinds is punilhed with death without mercy, 
and the punilhment extends to every individual 
concerned in the traffic,- both buyers and fellers,. 
-Every death-warrant mull be firfl figned by the 
National Council in Jedo, before it is carried 
into execution ; previous to which alfo the culprit 
-has a fair trial before the proper tribunal, and 
witneffes are heard.- The general mode of 
punilhment is private decapitation with a feymi- 
tar,. in prifon,, although crucifixion and other 
•painful modes of death are fometimes prattifed 
in public. Thofe, whole crimes do not merit 
death, are either fentenced to perpetual imprifon- 
ment, or elfe banifhed to fome diftant illand,. 
when all their property is confiscated.. In the 
towns it often happens diat the inhabitants of a 
whole ftreet are made to fuffer for the mal-prac- 
tice of a fingle criminal ; the matter of a houfe 
for the faults of his domeftics,. and parents for 
thofe of their children, in proportion to the fhare 
they may have had in the tranfaettion. In Europe, 
which boafts a purer religion,- and a more en- 
lightened phiiofophy,. we very rarely fee thofe 
punifhed,. who have debauched and feduced 
others, never fee parents and relatives made to 
fuffer for neglecting the education of their chil- 
dren and kindred, at the fame time that thefe 
2 heathens- 
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heathens fee the juftice and propriety of fuch 
punilhment. The Prijons are in this country, 
it is true, as in moft others, gloomy and horrid j 
the rooms are, however, kept clean and whole - 
fome, and conlift of an apartment for the trial 
by torture, and another for private executions ; 
a kitchen, a dining-room, and a bath. 

The Impbfts in the empire are different in the 
towns and villages, and in different places. Be- 
fides the considerable prefents which Kubo re- 
ceives annually from all the feudal Princes, and 
from die Dutch Company, this temporal Monarch 
has his revenues from certain towns and dif- 
trifts. The Princes derive their revenues, each 
from his province, and the towns which the fame 
contains ; and their revenues differ in value, ac- 
cording to the fituation of the province itfelfj its 
opulence, extent, population, and cultivation. 
Each proprietor of a houfe is aflelfed in pro- 
portion to the breadth of his houfe towards the 
ftreet, befides the prefents he makes to the civil 
officers, and the taxes he pays for the fupport of 
the temples and idols. The town of Nagafaki 
contains ninety ftreets, and fixty-two temples, or 
thereabouts, and the produce of its taxes amounts 
to about three mangokfs. The country is rated 
according to its produce, and this confifts, for 
the moft part, in rice. Forefts and other little 
cultivated trafts of land are rated lower. 
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A Receiver General, or- Voigt, colledts this 
important impoft. Arable land is divided into 
three claffes, according to its different degree of 
fertility. The man that cultivates a frefli portion 
of land, holds it free of all taxes after the firffc 
two or three years. In order to make an efti- 
mate of the value of a; piece of ground, which, 
in fpring, frequently lies under water,, and at the 
fame time of the lord of the manor’s incomt 
from it,- lands of this defcription are fometimes 
meafured twice a year, viz. in fpring and in 
harveft-time. The taxes levied upon landed 
eflates are extremely heavy, and frequently 
amount to more than half, or even two-thirds 
of the produce. In order to calculate them-, 
they meafure off a portion of land,, of which 
they cut down the corn, and thrafh it for a 
fpecimen, and from thence afterwards calculate 
what may be the amount of the produce of the 
whole.- The land belongs always to the Crown 
or to the Prince, and the Farmer holds it in 
fee no longer than while he cultivates it with 
proper care and attention. 

In every town the moft excellent order is kept 
up, for the prefervation of die welfare, peace, 
conveniency, and fecurity of the community. 
For thispurpofe fourBurgomafters are appointed, 
of which number one prefides every year,, who 
is their prolocutor, fpea-king in his own name 

and 
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a<nd thofe of his companions, and is called Ninban. 
Befides thefe an Ottona is appointed for every 
ftreet, who ails in the capacity of Commiffary, 
atid is obliged to give in his report to the Burgo- 
mafter concerning every thing that happens : this 
officer has feveral of .the town-officers under him, 
to execute his commiffions. His duty is to let 
down the names of all that are born or die in 
his ftreet, or marry, or travel, or remove thence, 
or arrive there ; he likewife promotes union and 
concord among the inhabitants, and has the 
power of calling offenders into prifon, and even 
of putting them in irons. 'This officer is chofen 
by the inhabitants of the ftreet, and <is paid from 
the private revenue of the ftreet over which he 
prefides. 'Lodgers have not the privilege of 
voting. Lodgings are paid for by the month, 
the rent being in proportion to the fize of the 
room, which is afcertained by the number of 
mats upon the floor. Each Ottona has three 
JJfeJfors as' his coadjutors, a Secretary , who lets 
down every thing that comes under the cogni- 
zance of the office, and a Cajhier. The Town- 
officers aft* at the fame time in the capacity of 
Ipies, who give the Ottona accurate intelligence 
of every thing that occurs. Each ftreet is, as 
it were, detached from the reft by gates at each 
end, which being lhut on the approach of any 
tumult, cut off all communication with the other 
F 3 ftreets. 
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ftreets, fo that no perturbator of die peace can 
efcape by flight. 

Moil admirable meafures are adopted in the 
towns for the prevention of fires. The Burghers, 
including both houfe-keepers and lodgers, keep 
watch themfelves. T wo keep watch every night, 
and their perfons are confidered fo facred, that 
it is a capital offence to attack them whilft on 
duty. Of thele, one is conftantly with the main 
guard, and whenever any apprehenfion is enter- 
tained of danger, the watch is doubled. The 
other goes the rounds, and is, properly fpeaking, 
the fire- watch ; in which capacity he perambu- 
lates the ftreets, and gives notice of the hour by 
{hiking two pieces of wood againft each other. 
Ladders are kept in readinefs at the gates, and 
every other apparatus for extinguifhing fire is 
cohftantly at hand, and in the beft order. In 
the day-time certain officers are ftationed at the 
churches, who llrike the clock with a wooden 
clapper, in order to fhew, what hour of the 
day it is. Befides this, in every tavern and inn 
fuch peace and order are obferved, that one 
feidom fees any inftance of frays and.drunken- 
nefs, irregularities which fo greatly and fo com- 
monly diigrace the Northern part of the Weftern 
World. 

That they will be trufty and upright, the 
Officers of Juftice take a very ftrift Oath., on 

entering 



•L'A-WS ‘AND POLICE. 7'I 

entering on their office, and this is i'ometimes 
repeated every year. Sometimes likewife they 
are changed, in order that they may not be too 
long in one place, and in the courfe of time 
leduced from the paths of probity. .And for- 
afinuch as the punifhments in this country are 
exceedingly fevere, and .the laws at the lame 
.time immutable, it may be affirmed with great 
truth, that fewer crimes are committed, and 
fewer punifhments inflidted, than in other popu- 
lous countries, where, notwithftanding the num- 
ber of punifhments yearly inflidted, a multitude 
of criminals remain concealed, or fall upon fome 
expedient to fly from the lpot, or, in fome other 
manner efcape the punifhment they lb juftly 
merit. I heard the following extraordinary cir- 
cumftance mentioned by one of the Interpreters, 
viz. that there were, tew, which did not make 
known the punifhment, and that for many crimes 
the punifhment was not univerfally known. They 
were of opinion, that a perfon ought not to be 
the lefs on his guard againft crimes and tranf- 
greffions, although the Sovereign did not think 
proper to determine and make known the lpecies 
of punifhment.; and probably they have good 
reafon for thinking thus. However, that no man 
may plead ignorance of tire laws, they are pro- 
mulgated not only once or twice from the pulpit, 
.according to the cuftom in die Chriftian churches, 
F 4 but 
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but likewife in every town and village they are 
polled up for public infpedtion and daily perufal, 
in large letters, being placed confpicuous in an 
open fpot furrounded and guarded with rails. 
This place, in the towns, is immediately wdthin 
the city gates j in the villages, it occupies the 
middle. Directions what ought, or ought not 
to be done, are drawn up very concife, without 
Ipecifying the punifhment annexed to dilobedi- 
ence, or the addition of any menaces, of which 
the governments in fome parts of Europe, fo re- 
nowned for its jurifprudence, have fuch a plenti- 
ful llore. One fometimes perceives on the weft 
fide of croffes and polls, that are erected with- 
out the towns and villages, the places, where 
formerly a greater number of criminals than at 
this time prefent made their exit, and migrated 
to another w r orld. 


PHYSICIANS 


Are of feveral deferiptions. Some profeis only 
Medicine, and occupy themfelves with the cure 
of internal diforders. Others pra&ife Sur- 
gery ; others only burn with Moxa ; others per- 
form no other operation than that of puncturing 

with 
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with needles, (the acu-fun£iura ,) and others 
again go about making frictions. Thole who 
perform the latter of thefe operations, may be 
heard in the evening patrolling the ftreets, and 
making a tender of their fervices with great noife 
and vociferation. In a country, where colds are 
fo frequent, this chafing of the body is very bene- 
ficial. Thofe who cure internal diforders, are 
confidered as fuperior to the reft, from whom 
they are diftinguifhed by their heads being fhaved 
all over. They never make ufe of any other 
than Ample remedies, and thofe generally in the 
form of decodtions, which are either diuretic or 
fudorific. Sometimes they make ufe of powders 
likewife. Of compound medicines they have 
no knowledge. A great part of thefe remedies 
may be procured, it is true, within the precindls 
of their own kingdom, but a very confiderable 
quantity is fold to them by the Chinele. Their 
Phyficians fometimes feel the patient’s pulfe ; 
but they take a long time for examination, 
fometimes not lefs than a full quarter of an hour, 
feeling it firft in one arm and then in the other ; 
as though the blood did not flow into both 
arteries from one and the fame fource. Their 
knowledge of Fevers and other internal diforders 
<?an be no other than very fuperficial, and their 
mode of cure very precarious, as their Phyficians 
flave no infight into Anatomy and Phyfiology, 

and 
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and are very little acquainted with the remedies 
•which they preferibe. The only perlons among 
.them, who have a little more knowledge of thele 
matters, are either the Phyficians of the Court, 
or the Dutch Interpreters, who have an oppor- 
tunity of acquiring fome degree of knowledge 
.from the European Phyficians. 

Burning withAfow? and punfturing with needles 
are two very effential and cuftomary operations 
throughout the whole empire, and are performed, 
in fact, as often as ever Phlebotomy is in Eu- 
rope. Mcxa is made ufe of, not only for curing, 
but likewife for preventing difeafes : no exception 
is here made either for fex or age ; every one 
makes ufe of it, old and young, children, rich 
and poor, and even the prifoners them (elves. 
There are few parts of the body which do not 
allow of this operation, as for inftance, tire 
finews, ( tendines ) veins, &c, but the flefhy parts, 
.and more efpecially the back, are confidered as 
the propereft places, which are therefore care- 
fully felected by the operators, and of which 
.they have printed tables. It is of ufe in mofl 
diforders, but efpecially in the Pleurify, Tooth- 
,ach, and it proves of the greateft fervice in 
;Gout and Rheumatifms. 'Mcxa is nothing elfe 
than the woolly part ( tomentum ) of the leaves of 
Mugwort, (Artemifia vulgaris) particularly of the 
.old leaves. It is prepared in the following man- 
ner: 





ner : the leaves are beaten and rubbed with the 
hands, till all the green feparates from them, 
and nothing but the woolly part remains, Of 
this there are two forts, the coarfe and the fine. 
The fine is confidered as the heft, and the 
coarfe is commonly ufed for tinder. When it 
is to be applied, a little ball is made of it, which 
is laid upon the appointed place, and then fet 
fire to, when the fire gradually confumes it, and 
at the fame time burns the fkin, leaving behind 
it a fear, which fome time after breaks, and a 
humour diftills from it, 

Acu-punffure , or puncturing with a needle, is 
generally performed with a view of curing the 
cholic, efpecially that kind which here has the 
name of Senki, and is commonly occafioned 
by the drinking of Sacki. Thus it has the 
ftomach for its objeft, over which feveral fmall 
holes, often to the number of nine, are made, 
tinder the idea of promoting the difeharge of 
wind; but other flefliy parts of the body like- 
wife may be felefted for this operation. The 
needles ufed on thefe occafions are very fine, 
nearly as fine as the hair of one’s head, being 
made of gold or filver, by perfons who have the 
privilege of making them, and who alone under- 
ftand how to give them the temper, pliability, 
and finenefs, which it is requifite for them to 
have. While they are palling through the fkin, 
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th ley are twirled round between the fingers, and 
die bony parts are carefully avoided. 

The dijeafesy to which the Japanefe are moll 
liable, and which are peculiar to this country, 
are the abovementioned Colic, which is here 
called Senki, watery eyes, and indurated glands. 
The Senki Colic, which proceeds from the ufe 
of Sacki, or Rice-beer, attacks great numbers 
of people, and likewife ftrangers, who refide 
any length of time in the country. The pain is 
violent and intolerable, and often leaves lwellings 
behind it, in different parts of the body ; and is 
eipecially productive of the Hydrocele. Red and 
watery eyes are very common among the pea- 
fants, and the poorer kind of people in the vil- 
lages, and originate partly in die frnoke of the 
coals, with which diey warm their rooms in 
winter, and partly from the french which exhales 
from their privies. Indurated glands were very 
common in every part of the country, and fre- 
quently, I obferved, turned to cancers. They 
happen particularly in the neck, and increafe 
daily from the fize of a pea to that of a man’s 
fill. As the heat in the day-time is frequently 
very intenfe, and a fudden gull of wind arifing 
is very apt in thole circumfrances to flop the 
pores, and prevent perfpiration ; it follows of 
courle, that the Rheumatifm mull be very pre- 
valent among them ; in like manner, as for the 
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fame reafon, during the fummer months. Diar- 
rheas and Dyfenteries attack both the Europeans 
and Japanefe. The fame is likewife apt to be 
the cafe, when they imprudently eat too much 
of the fruit, the produce of the country, and 
more elpecially of the Haki-figs , which are very 
palatable and in high eftimation. 

The Small-pox and the Meajles have been long 
prevalent in this country, and are not more 
dreaded here than in other places. I did not fee 
a great many people that were much defaced by 
them : they are unacquainted with Inoculation, 
The Hydrocephalus , or Dropfy in the head, I 
had an opportunity of feeing in a man thirty-three 
years old, who came to afk my advice during 
my journey to the court. He related to me, 
that he had been attacked with this diforder 
nineteen months ago, in confequence of having 
received feveral blows upon his head from a 
bamboo cane, in a fray with another man, al- 
though the cane was covered with linen. From 
the crown to the back part of the head a tumor 
was perceived, about the thicknefs of a finger, 
and the bones of the fcull were elevated to that 
degree, that the exterior fontanel was felt foft. 

A fpecies of Miliary Eruption, termed by the 
Europeans the Red Dog, is very rife here in the 
liotteft fummer months, viz. in AuguE and Sep- 
tember, 
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tember, particularly among the Europeans. It 
continues for feveral weeks and fometimes for 
months together. The eruption is elevated above 
the furface of the fkin, rough and of a red colour, 
without fever. Sometimes it partly difappears, 
and at other times it becomes vifible in greater 
quantity, especially about noon and evening. 
The diforder is not always attended with an itch- 
ing; but whenever this concomitant fymptom 
appears, it is raoft troublefome in the evening 
and at night, being attended with great reftlefs- 
nefs and want of deep. Sometimes a very 
lingular kind of itching fupervenes, which is 
chiefly felt when the patient is in motion, when 
he fets himfelf down in a chair, or leans with 
his back againft a wall, or is lying in bed, or 
folds his arms. On thefe occafions a fenfation 
of pricking is felt in the fkin, as if it were 
pierced with a thoufand fine needles ; and this 
fenfation ceafes immediately, as foon as the limb 
which was in motion is kept Hill, even if the 
fame pofition be preferved. The face is free 
from tliis eruption, which diffufes itfelf over 
•every other part of the body, even to the very 
extremities of the fingers. A perfon may be 
afflifted with this diforder feveral times, during 
his refidence in India. 

The Venereal Difeafe was without doubt im- 
ported by the Europeans, who have the fuper- 
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1'ative merit of having diffufed this diftemper to 
many parts of the globe. Venereal complaints 
are at prefent very prevalent here, and they are 
hitherto acquainted with, no other mode of alle- 
viating them than the ufe of decoftions, that 
purify the blood. The cure by falivation, of 
which they have indeed heard mention made by 
the Dutch Surgeons, appears to them very diffi- 
cult to undertake properly, as well as to undergo. 
They adopted therefore,, both with joy and gra- 
titude, the method, which I had the good fortune 
to be the firft to teach them, viz. of curing this 
diforder with the Aqua Mercunalis. Several of 
the Interpreters made ufe of this method as early 
as the years 1775 and 1776, and performed with 
it, under my direction, leveral complete cures, 
both in and out of the town of Nagafaki. And 
•I pleafe myfelf with the agreeable hopes, that 
by means of this eafier method, in future many 
thoufand unhappy fufferers will be preferved both 
from fiftulas in the neck, and other dreadful 
fymptoms, attendant on this truly foul difeafe ; 
which I very frequently had opportunities of fee- 
| ing, with an equal mixture of grief and horror, 

! -during my journey into the country. 
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Is in the higheft efteem with the Japanese, in- 
fomuch that (the moil barren and untradlable 
mountains excepted) one fees here the furface of 
the earth cultivated all over the country, and 
molt of the mountains and hills up to their very 
tops. Neither rewards nor encouragements are 
neceffary in a country, where the tillers of the 
ground are confidered as the moll ufeful clafs of 
citizens, and where they do not groan- under 
various opprdlions, which in other countries have 
hindered, and ever mull hinder the progrefs of 
Agriculture. The duties paid by the Farmer of 
his corn in kind are indeed very heavy, but in 
other refpedts he cultivates his land with greater 
freedom, than the Lord of a Manor in Sweden. 
He is not hindered two days together at a time, 
in confequence of furnilhing relays of horfes, \ 
by which he perhaps earns a groat, and often re- 
turns with the lofs of his horfes : he is not dragged 
from his field and plough to tranlport a deferter 
or a prifoner to the next caftle : nor are his pro- 
perty and his time wafted in making roads, 
building bridges, alms-houfes, parfonage-houfes, 
and magazines. His days are not confumed in 
journies after poles and flakes in winter, nor 
with the almoft endlefs occupation of fencing in 
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his grounds, funk up to the ancles in mire and 
clay, in fpring. He knows nothing of the im- 
pediments and inconveniencies, which attend the 
maintenance and equipment of horfe-and-foot- 
foldiers. And what contributes ftill more to his 
happinefs, and leaves fufficient fcope for his in- 
duftry in cultivating his land, is this, that he has 
only one mailer, viz. his feudal Lord, without 
being under the command of a hoft of mailers, 
as with us. No parcelling out of the land forbids 
him to improve to the bell advantage the portion 
he polfelfes, and no right of commonage, be- 
longing to many, prevents each from deriving 
profit from his lhare. All are bound to culti- 
vate their land, and if a hulbandman cannot an- 
nually cultivate a certain portion of his fields, he 
forfeits them, and another, who can, is at liberty 
to cultivate them. Thus he is enabled to direct 
all his thoughts and all his time to the Cultivation 
of his land, an employment, in which he is 
affilled by his wife and children. Meadows are 
not to be met with in the v/hole country j on the 
contrary, every fpot of ground is made ufe of 
either for corn-fields, or elfe for plantations of 
efculent-rooted vegetables. So that the land is 
neither walled upon extenlive meadows, for the 
fupport of cattle and faddle-horfes, nor upon 
large and unprofitable plantations of tobacco, 
VOL. iv. G 
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nor is it fown with feed for any other ftill lefs 
neceffary purpofe ; which is the reafon that the 
whole country is very thickly inhabited and po- 
pulous, and can without difficulty give main- 
tenance to all its innumerable inhabitants. 

There is no part of the world, where manure 
is gathered with greater care than it is here, in- 
fomuch that nothing that can be converted to 
this ufe is thrown away or loft. The cattle are 
fed at home the whole year round, fo that all 
their excrements are confined to the farm yards, 
and it is a very common fpe&acle to fee old 
men and children following the horfes that are 
ufed in travelling, with a ffiell ( Haliotis tuber- 
culata ) faltened to the end of a flick, in order 
to collect the ordure from off the highways, 
which is carried home in a bafket. Nay, even 
urine itfelf, which the Europeans fo felclom turn 
to the advantage of their fields, is here carefully 
collected in large earthen pots, which are to be 
found funk in the earth here and there in diffe- 
rent parts, not only in the villages, but even 
befid? the highways. Nor is the Japanefe more 
fcrupulous and exa£l in colledting every material 
fit for manure, than his mode of applying it is 
different from that of other countries. Ele does 
not carry out his manure either in winter or in 
fummer into his fallow fields, to be dried up 
there by the fcorching heat of the fun, and to 
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have its nutritive qualities weakened by the eva- 
poration of the volatile falts and of its oily par- 
ticles ; but, on the other hand, gives himfelf the 
difgufting trouble of mixing up manure of various 
forts, the excrements both of man and beaft, 
with water and urine, together with every kind 
of refufe from the kitchen, till it becomes a 
perfedt hodge-podge ; this he carries in two large 
pails into his field, and with a ladle pours it upon 
the plant, which has now attained to the height 
of about fix inches, and receives the whole be- 
nefit of it, at the fame time that the liquor pene- 
trates immediately to the root. By this mode 
of manuring, and at the fame time by the farmer’s 
indefatigable weeding, the fields are fo com- 
pletely cleared of weeds, that the moft fharp- 
fighted Botanift would be fcarcely able to dis- 
cover a fingle plant of another ipecies among 
the corn. 

The pains which a farmer takes to cultivate 
the fides of even the fteepelt hills, is almoft in- 
credible. If the place be even no more than 
two feet fquare, he neverthelefs raifes a wall of 
ftones at the bottom of the declivity, fills the 
part above this with earth and manure, and fows 
this little plot of ground with rice or efculent- 
rooted vegetables. Thoufands of thefe beds 
adorn moft of their mountains, and give them 
G 2 an 
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an appearance which excites the greateft aftonilh- 
ment in the breafts of the fpeftators. 

Rice is their principal corn. Buck-wheat, 
Rye, Barley, anti Wheat are very little ufed. 
Among their efculent-rooted vegetables Batatas 
( Convolvulus edulis ) are the molt abundant, and 
the moll palatable. Several forts of Beans and 
Peas are planted in abundance, as likewife Alli- 
aceous Plants, T urnips, and Cabbages ; from the 
feeds of which they exprefs an oil for their lamps, 
and whofe yellow flowers give to whole fields 
together a moft beautiful appearance in fpring. 

In the beginning of April, the farmer begins 
to dig up the land, which he defigns for the 
cultivation of Rice. It lies at this time almoft 
entirely under water, with banks railed round 
the fides. The furrows are made with a rather 
crooked hand-bill, about a foot long and a hand 
broad, fattened to a handle. The Rice-grain 
is always fown firtt, in a plot of ground very 
clofe, like Cabbage-feed, in beds. Afterwards, 
when it is grown up to the height of fix inches, 
it is taken up, and planted out in a manner 
flmilar to Cabbage -plants, in the Rice -grounds, 
feveral plants together in bundles, leaving the 
fpace of fix inches between each bundle. This 
is always the women’s work, who wade about in 
water, that is at leaft fix inches deep. 
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• In the month of November it is ripe, and is 
then mown, and, after being bound up in bundles, 
carried home. The mere ftriking of the ears 
againft a barrel, or any other hard body, caufes 
the corn to fall from the ftalk, fo that in this 
refpeft no long and tedious threfhing is neceffary : 
but before the hulk can be feparated from the 
pure grain, a fecond threfhing, or ftamping, is 
neceffary, which is feldom fet about before the 
grain is wanted to be ufed, Thus it is carried 
to different places, and fold there entirely un- 
ftamped. The ftamping of it in ftnall is per- 
formed in the following manner. A block of 
wood is hollowed out, and this cavity is filled 
with Rice, which they pound with a wooden 
peftle, till it feparates from the hulk. In the 
great, this ftamping is performed not only by 
means of a machine, confifting of a number of 
peftles, which are fet in motion by a water- 
wheel ; but likewife by a fimilar machine, which 
a man treads with his foot, and during the ftamp- 
ing, ftirs with a flick in the hopper, fo that the 
grain can run down. The Rice in this country is 
accounted the belt in all the Eaft-Indies, and is 
extremely white, glutinous, and more nutritive 
than any other. 

Buck-wheat, ( Polygonum fagopyrum) is moft 
commonly ufed when ground to meal, and made 
into ftnall cakes, which, after being boiled, and 
G 3 frequently 
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frequently at the fame time coloured, are baked, 
and are fold in the villages and at the baiting- 
places for a mere trifle, to travellers and their 
bearers. 

Wheat ( Tritium <eftivum et hybernum ) is fown 
in the month of November, and cut down ripe 
in June. It is ufed in general in the form of 
fine meal ; of this they make fmall cakes, which 
are eaten in a fofc ftate. 

Barley ( Horieum ) is fown at different feafons 
of the year, fometimes in November, fometimes 
in December, and at times in the month of 
Oftober. It is cut down, dried, and threfhed, 
either towards the latter end of May, or in the 
beginning of June. The fields in this country 
often refemble cabbage-gardens with their beds, 
which are frequently no more than a foot in 
breadth, and feparated from each other by a 
deep furrow or trench, which is likewife a foot 
broad. In thefe narrow' beds the corn is fown 
ftrait acrofs in rows, which leaves a fmall empty 
ipace in the middle. I have fometimes, how- 
ever, feen the corn fown lengthways in the beds, 
in which cafe there were only two rows. I have 
likewife had an opportunity of oblerving, that 
when the corn has grown to the height of about 
a foot, that before it has put forth the ear, the 
farmer has dug up, as it were, thefe lmail trenches, 
and very carefully put earth about the roots, 
whence the corn has both received manure and 
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been watered. I was informed, that after a cer- 
tain fcated time the trenches are filled up with 
earth, and what before conftituted the beds, is 
converted into trenches. In fome places like- 
wife the corn was found to be blighted, a cala- 
mity, to which, however, the feed is more liable 
in Europe. As foon as the corn is cut down, 
they frequendy fow another kind of corn or even 
French-Beans, ( Pbafeoli ) between the ftubble, 
either acrofs it or in furrows, fo that the land is 
actually fown twice in the year, although upon 
different places, without frefh carting or other 
attendance. They ufe this corn chiefly for fodder 
for their horfes and other animals. It is likewife 
at times ground down to fine flour, of which 
they make fmall foft cakes. 

Cabbage-feed (Braffica orientalis ) grows wild 
in great abundance in every province. In the 
month of April, the fields all over the country 
appear gilt with the flowers of this plant. They 
make no ufe of the root; but the feed, which 
ripens in May, yields, on being prefled, an oil, 
which is ufed every where for lamp-oil. The 
plant the Japanefe call Na Tanne, and the oil 
Natanne Abra , or Natanne no Abra. 

Barley, Wheat, and Cabbage-feed are all of 
them threfhed out at times quite in a plain and 
artlefs manner, upon ftraw mats, in the open 
air, in the villages, and not unfrequently before 
G 4 the 
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the doors of their houies, with flails, which have 
three fwingles. And indeed fome only beat the 
fheaves with the ears of corn againft a barrel, 
vat, or the like, which caufes the corn to drop 
out : this mult afterwards be purged from the 
chaff and other impurities. 

Of Beans, Peas, and Lentils, many forts are 
cultivated, both the larger ( Phajeoli ) and the 
fmaller ( Dclichos ). Of Daidfu Beans (Dolichos 
Scja) the meal is ufed for drefling victuals, and 
the expreflcd juice for making Soy 5 as likewife 
the whole Beans for the foup called Mifo, which 
is a daily difh with the common people. Atjuki 
Bearls likewife ( Phajeolus radiatus ) are ground 
to meal, of which fmall cakes are made with 
fugar. The common Pea {Pifum Sativum) and 
the broad Bean ( Vicia faba ) I faw fown and 
jnade ule of in fome places. In like manner 
divers forts of grafs are cultivated, for the fake 
of uflng their feeds for food both for man and 
beaft, as the Aw a ( Panicum verlicillatum), Kibi 
( [Holcus Jorgbum), or Millet ; Ko Kibi ( Par.icum 
Corvi ), Nan ban Kiwi ( Cynojurus Coracanus ) 
with feveral others. Turnips ( Brafiica raped) are 
fown in abundance, and are much ufed for food, 
as are likewife other efculent-rooted and bulbous 
plants, fuch as Skirrets {Slum fijarum ), Carrots 
(Daucus Carcta ), which here are of a colour 
very little inclined to yellow ; Radifnes ( Raphe - 
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nus fativus) ; Batatas ( Convolvulus edulis ) ; and, in 
a trifling quantity. Potatoes ( Solatium tuberojum). 
In addition to thefe. Lettuces ( Labiuca Jativa) ; 
Melons ( Cucumis melo ), both with white and red 
pulp, to ferve by way of defert at meals, and 
to refrefh and cool the human body, and quench 
third: in fummer ; Pumpkins {Cucurbit a pcpo), 
which are ufed in foups ; Cucumbers ( Cucumis 
fativus') both to be eaten raw, and for pickling ; 
the Conomon ( Cucumis common ), for pickling, 
and by way of defert, as iikewife to excite an 
appetite ; Fokk e Fokkes, or the fruit of the Sola- 
num melongena , to put into foups ; Calabafies, or 
Bottle-gourds ( Cucurbita lagenaria ), are culti- 
vated for flaflts and velfels of a fimilar kind. 
Forfeafoning are ufed, and fometimes cultivated, 
the Amonium mioga, a new Ipecies of Ginger ; 
the Pepper Jflirub (F agar a piperita ), of which 
both the leaves and fruit are taken, to give to 
foups and fauces a ftrong fpicy favour; Cayenne 
Pepper ( Capficum ), Bamboo roots, and various 
forts of mufhrooms ( Agarici ), which with thefe 
people are in great requeft, occur common in 
the fhops, dried for fale, and are befides in al- 
raoft daily ufe, both for foups and fauces. The 
defert at table confifts of various well- tailed 
fruits, which are cultivated in tire gardens, fuch 
as Lemons, Seville and China oranges ; Pears, 
Peaches, Plumbs, Cherries, Medlars ( Mefpilus 
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Japonica) of a very delicious tafte ; Figs ( DioJ - 
pyrosKaki), Grapes (Vitis vinifera), Pomgranates 
(Punica granatum), Spanifh Figs, ( Cabins ficus) , 
Chefnuts, Walnuts, with a multiplicity of others. 
Hops (Humid us), I faw in different parts, grow- 
ing wild, but not cultivated nor made ufe of. 

As every one’s land lies open, without being 
fenced in with hurdles and pales, which are 
unknown in this country, it is very common 
to meet with a great number of culinary vege- 
tables and kitchen-garden plants, growing wild 
in the open fields, and confequently there are no 
other gardens, than thofe which are found near 
every houfe, are of a very infignificant fize, and 
are chiefly intended for the fake of ornament. 
In thefe are to be feen both trees, which make a 
fplendid figure with their beautiful, large, and 
frequently double bloffoms, and other vegetable 
produftions, as well herbs as bulbous plants, 
adorned with the moll elegant flowers, fuch as, 
for inftance, the Azalea Indica, Nandina domefiica, 
Prunus cerafius , Gardenia florida , Aucuba Japonica, 
the Spire#, Magnolia;, the Tagetes patula, Celofia 
criftata, Hovenia dulcis, Afier Chinenfis , P#onia 
officinalis, Chryjanthemum Indicum, Calendula offi- 
cinalis, Impatiens balfamina , Mirabilis dichotcma, 
and an infinite number of others. 

For materials for Dying, I faw them culti- 
vate the Polygonum Chinenfie, barbatum and avi- 
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: culare : all of thefe produced a beautiful blue 
i colour, much like that from Indigo. The leaves 
1 were firft dried, then pounded, and made into 
I fmall cakes, which were fold in the fhops. With 
i thefe, I was told, they can dye linen, filk, and 
i cotton. When they boil them up for ufe, they 
; add afhes to them ; and the ftronger the decoc- 
l tion is made, of fo much the darker blue is the 
: colour obtained ; and vice verja. 

The cultivation of Cotton and Silk, is an objedt 
: of the greateft importance in this country, and 
I furnifhes the cloathing of many millions. For 
: this purpofe they cultivate and plant every year 
: the cotton lhrub ( Gojfypium herbaceum'), which 
i yields a very fine and white cotton, fit for cloths, 
i wadding, and other ufes. The cultivation of 
: Silk depends upon the planting and propagation 
of the Mulberry-tree, by means of which an 
incredible number of Silk-worms are bred, and 
the raw filk is produced, of which are made 
filken fluffs, thread, wadding, and a great many 
more articles, both of ornament and ule. 

The Varnifh-tree, {Rhus vernix), the Cam- 
phor-tree {Laurus camphor a), the Pine ( Finns 
fylveftris), the Tea-tree {The a bohea ), the Cedar 
{Cuprejfus japonic a), and the Bamboo-cane, or 
Reed {Arundo bambos), do not only grow wild 
in every part of the country, but are likewife 
cultivated in feveral places, on account of the 
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great advantages which the inhabitants derive 
from all thefe articles. The Bamboo-reeds ferve 
them for water-pipes, for levers, for making 
bafkets and cabinets, for writing pens, fans, &c. 
Firs ferve to adorn the courts and places in the 
vicinity of their houfes, and the wood is ufed 
for building, as likewife in handicraft trades of 
every kind, even in the finell lackered work. 
Cedars are ufed for naval craft, houlehold furni- 
ture, and cabinet work, in the fame manner as 
fir. The Varnijh-tree contains a milky juice, 
which is the beft of all gums for lackering. The 
Camphor-tree grows wild in great abundance in 
the neighbourhood of Satjuma , and on the Got bo 
iflands. From this tree is prepared the chief 
part of the Camphor that is ufed in Europe. 
The Japanefe fplit the wood and roots into very 
fine pieces, boil it up with water in an iron pot, 
covered with a wooden lid, which has a deep 
concavity on the infide. In this concavity they 
fallen a piece of flraw or hay, fo that the cam- 
phor, when it riles, may adhere to it. The gum 
camphor, on being feparated from the flraw, is 
in grains, and is packed up in wooden cafks, 
and fold to the Dutch Company by weight. 

As in die whole of this extenfive empire, there 
is neither any tallow to be found, nor any butter 
churned, the inhabitants have turned their atten- 
tion to fuoply the place of thefe articles, by ufing 
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fweet oils, both for dreffing vidtuals, and for burn- 
ing in the houfe. The feed of the Rhus fuccedanea 
yields, on being prefled, an oil which foon con- 
geals to the confluence of tallow, and from which 
they prepare candles ; but thefe are by no means 
fo much in ufe as lamps. So they fometimes 
likewife manufacture candles from the coagulated 
oil ot the Laurus camphora, and glauca, of the 
Rhus vernix, and the Melia azedarach. For 
burning in lamps again, to light up their rooms 
in winter, they make ufe of leveral forts of oil, 
as for inftance, that of the T)ryandra cordata , &c. 
but efpecially and moft commonly the Brajfica 
orientalis. On the other hand, they ufe in the 
kitchen the finer oil of Sejamum , for frying filh, 
and drefiing other difhes. 

The Sugar-maple does not, to my knowledge, 

; grow in Japan, neither have Sugar-canes been 
; hitherto imported for cultivation ; the Japanefe 
I Interpreters neverthelefs fhewed me that they had 
; a juice, from which fugar may be prepared. 
This, they informed me, was made from the 
i juice of a certain tree, which grows upon the 
iflands that furround Japan. It had a fweet tafte, 
i but was of a brownifh colour, and a difagreeable 
: afpedt. So that if fugar is a necefiary commo- 
dity for a country, it feems to be the only one, 
i which the Japanefe need to receive from the 
hands of foreigners. That befides, they have, 

and 
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and that in the greateft abundance, every thing 
elfe which is needful both for food, cloathing, 
and the conveniences of life, refults from that 
which was faid above. And whereas in moft 
other countries complaints are made more or 
lefs frequently about bad harvefts and fevere 
famine, fuch complaints are feldom heard in the 
populous empire of Japan, where the inhabitants 
live frugally, and without prodigality or diflipa- 
tion, and where they providently blend in the foil 
with their different fpecies of corn, a confider- 
able number of leguminous and efculent-rooted 
vegetables. Notwithftanding thefe precautions, 
however, it fometimes happens, that even here 
famine is felt. 

As the Japanefe have fuch a variety of fpecies 
of corn, fuch a plentiful diverfity both of roots 
and pulfe, befides the large fupply of provifions, 
which they fetch from the rich ftore-houfe of the 
circumambient fea, they neither need nor have 
any confiderable ftock-farms. They have few 
Quadrupeds ; for which reafon there is no occa- 
fion to lay out the land in extenfive meadows. 
The fmall number of hor/es to be met with in 
this country, is chiefly for the ufe of their Princes ; 
fome are employed as beafts of burden, and 
others ferve travellers to ride on. Indeed I do 
not fuppofe that the fum total of all their horfes 
amounts to the number of thofe made ufe of in 
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one fingle town in Sweden. Here one neither 
hears mention made of ftately chargers, nor of 
mettlefome coach-horfes, nor of fwift fledge - 
trotters, nor of the Matters of the Horfe fo 
famous in Europe. Of Oxen and Cows they 
feem to have a ftill i'maller number ; and they 
neither make ufe of their flefli, nor yet of their 
milk, nor of the cheefe, butter, and tallow pre- 
pared from them : the foie ufe they make of them 
is fometimes for drawing carts, and for ploughing 
fuch fields as lie almoft conftantly under water. 
A very few Swine are to be feen in the vicinity 
of Nagafaki ; and this mifchievous animal, the 
moft hoftile to agriculture, if not confined, of 
any, was probably introduced by the Chinele. 
Sheep and Goats are not to be found in the whole 
country ; the latter do much mifchief to a culti- 
vated land, and wool may eafily be dilpenfed 
with here, where cotton and filk abound. During 
my ftay at the Dutch Fadtory, it happened that 
fome Japanefe arrived at the ifland with feveral 
:lheep, of which they had had the cuftody for 
many years, having received them from fome 
Chief for the Dutch trade, who failed to Batavia, 
and did not return again. Dogs, the only idlers 
in this country, are kept from luperftitious mo- 
tives ; and Cats are in general the favourites of the 
ladies. Hens and common Ducks are alfo kept 
tame in their houfes, chiefly, it is to be prefumed. 
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on account of the eggs, of which they are very 
fond, and make ufe of them on various oc- 
cafions, boiled hard, and chopped into fmall 
pieces. 


THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE COUNTRY. 


WERE we to enter into a minute invefti- 
gation of the fubjeCt in its full extent, it would be 
too voluminous for the narrow limits of a work, 
which is intended to form merely the Journal of 
my Travels. The prefent fketch, therefore, is 
only defigned to give fome faint idea of the dif- 
ferent productions of this country in the three 
grand departments of Nature. As to the vege- 
tables, I have already amply defcribed them in 
my Flora Japonic a y published in the year 1784; 
and have at the fame time indicated the profit 
and ufe which the J apanefe in every refpeft know 
to make of the various forts of trees, fhrubs, and 
herbs, and their different parts. The animals, 
which are either rare, or altogether unknown to 
the Naturalifts in Europe, I have in part already 
arranged and defcribed in various Academical 
Treadles and Difputations, frequently with the 
addition of Plates. I am in hopes, in cafe my 
. time 
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tithe of life* health, and leifure will permit, to 
communicate in the fame manner the refidue, 
which I may Hill chance to have in my pofleffion, 
and which have hitherto efcaped divers wayward 
perfections of fate* 

The following is a lift of the Mammalia, which 
have come within the reach of my obfervation. 

Canis lupus : the Wolf, called okame y in the 
iiortherri provinces. 

Vul-pes, the Fox ; an animal detefted through- 
out the whole country. 

Pamiliaris , the Dog ; both in its domefticated 
ftate, and, as I was informed, likewife wild, called 
Tamma ing , which, however, was probably con- 
founded with the Jackall, or fome other fpecies. 

Felis cat us : Cats are to be found in every 
houfe, very variable in colour. 

Mus rattus : the rat domefticates here, as in 
Other countries. 

Lepus timidus : the Hare (the grey fort) was 
brought not unffequently to our Faftory and to 
our table. 

Bos taunts : Buffaloes with a bunch on their 

I* 

backs, I faw in the neighbourhood of Miaco, 
drawing large carts ; but the cows, which the 
country people fometimcs made ufe of in agri- 
culture, were very fmall. 

vol. iv. H Equus 
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Equus caballus : the Horfe is of a middling 
fize. 

Sus Jcrcfa : tlie Hog is of the Cliinefe fort. 

Whales I faw in the market and the fhops in 
Nagafaki, eut in pieces, and fold for food. They 
are caught upon the coaft with harpoons ; and, 
befides their flefh, their bones are made ufe of, as 
is likewife the ambergrife which is faid to be fre- 
quently found in their bowels, and which once 
even was fhewn to me quite frelh and in a fofi 
ftate. 

Many fpecies of the Mammalia were indeed 
mentioned to me, as being found in the northerly 
and leaft inhabited tradts of the ifiand, fuch as 
Harts, Bears, Monkeys, and feveral others ; 
which,, however, I had not an opportunity of 
feeing alive, nor even their fkins, when dead. 

Of the Bird tribe both the common Cock and 
Hen and Geefe occur tame ; but a great number 
live wild in the water, between the illands, fre- 
quently in incredible quantities, fecured'both from 
the attacks of thole that wantonly lire at them,- 
in order to fcare them, and of thofe that purfue 
them before the due feafon.. Others too live 
high up in the country and in the fields; never- 
thelefs I had no opportunity to make any col- 
ledfion of them, as I had not the ufe of any fire- 
arms, and could not procure them by any other 
means, Thofe that I knew with fomewhat greater 
6 certainty,. 
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certainty, were only the following : the Cock 
( Phafianus gallus ) : the Crow, Corvus corax, the 
Anas anjer , galericulata e? querquedula (the com- 
mon Goofe, the Chinele Teal, an., the Garganey), 
which were brought to our kitchen ; the Ardea 
'alba & major (the white and common Heron), 
which followed the ploughman in the field ; the 
Tetrao coturnix , or Quail ; the Loxia pyrrhula, or 
Bui finch, and Oryzivora ; the Colmmba oenas, or 
common Pigeon. Of the Amphibia, very few 
are to be met with in this country ; thofe that I 
faw were merely a Teftudo japonica, and a Lacerta 
japonica. The Interpreters, indeed, affirmed that 
Serpents were to be found here, but I had never 
an opportunity of feeing any figns of them. 

Fiffi, notwithstanding the extenfive lpace they 
occupy in the depth of the fea, are fought after 
with greater diligence by the Japanefe than any 
other kind of animal. A great number of thefe 
I collected, and having preferved them in fpirits 
of wine, I fent them to Batavia, Holland, and 
my native country. Misfortunes that happened 
to them in their way home, have deprived me 
of a great many of thefe rare animals, and fome 
of them are Itill undetermined. Thofe among 
them that are at prefent known are the following : 
the Mur ora a nebulofa, picla , annulata, and fajciata , 
together with the Ophiclbus cinereus, all very 
beautiful and lingular fpecies of Eel ; the Gobius 
H a patella ;• 



IOO 


NATURAL HISTORY. 


■patella -, Silurus maculatus, lineatus ; Callicnyinm 
yaponicus ; the Sci.cna cataphracla ; Perea 6- 
line at a, and piSla -, Salmo Jalar ; Clupea thrvza ; 
Fiftularia t abac aria Cyprinus aureus -, Petr codcn 
hifpidus, and ccellatus ; Oftracion cornutus -, Syng- 
nathus hippocampus -, Raja torpedo. 

Of the Infedts, which were more eafy to be 
procured, as well during the journey to court, as 
on the ifland of the factory, lbme were known, 
others entirely unknown before, viz. the Anobium 
ruficolle , Cocc'mtWz japonic a, y-puftulata ; Chry- 
fomela aftuans , pallida ; Dermeftes violaceus -, 
C icindela japonic a, catena ; the Scarabreus rrugi- 
nojus , called Fama Mufi : the Hifter unicolor-, 
Mordella nafuta, aculeata ; Ptinus fur -, Meloe 
prcfcarab<£us ; Caffidav«oM/i, vcficularis Silpha 
/cjliva ; Bupreftis ruftica , ignita, vittata , elegans 
Cerambyx rub us ; Lampyris japonica , ccmprejfa ; 
Staphylihus erythropterus , riparius ; Forficula 
auricula-, Cimex grandis , ' gut tiger us, hifpidus, 
clavatus, trigonus, unipun datus, futla , Jordidus, 
chinsnfis , brunneus, anchcra, cornutus, niger , ««- 
dr cue, colon, augur, ocellntus Blatta orientalis , 
germanica, gigantea -, Mantis rdigiofa, maculata , 
nafuta ; Gryilus nafutus ; Acheta gryttotalpa -, 
Papilio argiolus, rap a;, Calbum, thrax, hecabe, 
proteus , afeamus, phheas, cardui, niphe -, Sphinx 
at repos -, Bombyx lubriciped(i ; Noftua ferici,.ohi, 
paranympha -, Phalsena nymphaata K frunata, im r*. 
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: mat at a , amatoria ; Pyralis ccellaris ; Tortrix 
• viridana ; Hemerobius perla, grandis ; Agrion 
puella , virgo-, Panorp.. japonic a ; Apis mellifica ; 
Vefpa parietum-, Mufca earn aria, japonic a, albi- 
frons, cafar, mellina, vibrans, domeftica, funetaria, 
cynipfea, -pluvial::, ; Stomoxys calcitrans ■, Tipiiltt 
phaLenoides , ruficcllts , femoral a ; Culex pipiens ; 
Onifcus oceanicus, afellus-, Monoculus polypbemus ; 
Pulex irritans ; Pediculus humanus •, Julus ter- 
reftris Lepifma Jaccharina ■, Cancer diogems , 
ajlacus and dorfpes. 

Shells were collected by the J apanefe, elpecially 
in the more northerly diftricts, were laid upon 
carded cotton, fattened to it with rice -glue, and 
fold to the Dutch that went on the journey to court. 
Thefe Ihell-fifh were all very elegant, but the 
fmallerfpecimens were always feledledfor this pur- 
pofe. Thofe which were uled more commonly in 
the country for food, and were fometimes even 
brought to our table, were the Oftrea pleuronekles 
and gigas, a very long and thick fpecies of 
Oyfter, together with the Venus chione and mere- 
trix, which were either bpiled or Hewed. Of 
Worms, Shells, and Corals, I collected the fol- 
lowing : the Sepia otdopodia, Jepiola \ Afterias 
rubens ; Lepas mitella , balanoides j Mya truncate 
(foffil ;) Solen vagina , legumen y bullatus , Jlrigi- 
latus ; T ellina folidula , delicatula y lablea, albida ; 
Donax Jcripta } irus ; Cardium rnfticum \ Venus 
PI j virginea. 
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virginea, decuffata , lata, deflorata, ligerina , r.o- 
tundata , cancellata, verrucofa, pedtinata, exoleta, 
together with chione, which is called hamagai and 
meretrix, which bears the name of Sigakf. The 
Mactra violacea, glabrata , folida, lutaria, ftulto- 
rum ; Area antiquata , undata, pella, barb at a, no a ; 
Spondylus gaderepus Chama antiquata , lazarus ; 
Mytilus hirundo , barbatus , bilocularis , margariti- 
ferus 5 Oftrea lima, pellucens , plica, maxima, foli- 
um, fornicata , pleuronedtes, and gigas ; Anomia 
hyfterophorus, terebratula , plicatella, lacunofa, cepa 
Pinna nobilis-, Argonauta argo Conus Jpeclrum ; 
Cypnea mauritanica,Jerpentis-, Voluta mere at or ia ; 
Buccinum galea, Jpiratum , nitidulum, lapillus 
Bulla naucum, amplujlre, ampulla, phyfis, Jpelta ; 
Murex tritonis , aluco , Jaxatilis, antiquus-, S trom- 
bus lubuanus T rochus conulus, veftiarius, pha- 
raonis-. Turbo bidens, ungulinus Nerita canrena ; 
Haliotis tuber culata ; Patella ungarica,faccharina , 
unguis, nubecula, barbara, carulea ; Serpula are- 
naria, triquetra, Jpirorbis Madrepora porpita 
petrefiedj Ifis entrocha-, Tubipora mujicalis , 
which is called iwa kik and teredo-. Umbilici 
veneris were found call: up on the fhore, in like 
manner as Beleninites were found on the moun- 
tains. 

That the precious metals, Gold and Silver, are 
to be found in abundance in the empire of Japan, 

has 
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jias been Well known, both to the Portuguefe, 
who formerly exported whole Ihip-loads of them, 
and to the Dutch, in former times. Gold is 
found in feveral parts; and perhaps Japan may 
in this refpeft conteft the palm with the richeft 
country in the world ; but, in order that this 
metal may not lofe its value by becoming too 
plentiful, it is prohibited to dig more than a 
certain ftated quantity ; not to mention that no 
metallic mine, of any kind whatever, can be 
opened and wrought without the Emperor’s ex- 
prefspermifiion. When thispermiffion.is obtained, 
two-thirds of the produce are the portiomof the 
Emperor, and the proprietor of the land re- 
ceives one-third for his expences. Gold is found 
in fmall quantities in the fand ; but the chief part 
is extracted from cupreous pyrites, dilTolved by 
brimftone. The fineft gold, together with the 
richeft gold-mine, I was told, are found on the 
largeft of the Nipon Iilands, near Sado. The 
next in quality to this is that which is found 
in Surunga. Betides thefe places, it is known 
for a certainty, that feveral rich gold-mines are 
to be found in Satfima , as likewife in Tfikungo , 
and in the ifland of Amakuja. It is ufed for the 
Mint, gilding, and embroidery ; but is not car- 
ried out of the country. 

Silver muft formerly have been found in much 
greater plenty than at prefent, as a large qitan- 
H 4 tity 
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tity of it was then exported from this country. 
The Japanefe confider it as being much more 
rare than gold, although tire latter metal is 
dearer. They now likewife received in barter a 
confiderable fum of Dutch Ducatoons, from the 
Dutch Company. It is faid to be found in the 
province of Bingo-, and in the more northerly parts 
towards Kattami, as I was informed, very rich 
fiver-mines are to be met with. Independently 
of thefe places, the two illands, which are called 
the Gold and Silver liles ( Ginfima , Kinfima ) are 
faid to contain a great quantity of both of thefe 
precious metals. Silver is ufed for coining and 
for plating. 

Copper is quite common in every part of the 
empire, and is richly impregnated with gold, 
conftituting the main fource of the wealth of many 
provinces. It was not only formerly exported in 
amazing quantities, but ftill continues to be ex- 
ported both by the Dutch and Chinefe Mer- 
chants. The fineffc and moft malleable is dug 
in Surugn, Atfingo , Kyno Kuni. The laft fort is 
efteemtd to be the moft malleable of any, whilft 
that from Suruga contains the greateft quantity 
of gold. A great number of copper-mines are 
to be found in Satfuma and at other places. Of 
this metal are made fmall pieces of money for 
change ; it is ufed likewife for plating, for making 
utenfils. of Sowas, for pots, kettles, &c. 

Iron. 


COMMERCE, 


105 

Iren feems to be fcarcer than any other metal 
In this country. It is found, however, in the 
provinces of Mimafaka , Bitjju , and Bifen. This 
they are neither fond of importing, nor yet of 
exporting it for fale. Of it they manufacture 
fcymitars, arms, fciffors, knives, and various 
other implements, of which they Hand in need. 

Of Amber I had a prefent made me by my 
friends : they called it Nambu. It was of a dark 
as well as of a light yellow colour, and likewife 
ftreakey. I was told alfo that; it is found in this 
country, 

Brimfione is found in great abundance in Japan, 
efpecially upon a certain ifland, near Satfuma, 
Pit -Coal I was informed, is likewife to be met 
with in the northern provinces. Red Agate, with 
white veins, I faw feveral times made ufe of for 
the buttons, &c. of tobacco pouches, and me- 
dicine chefts, which Agate was moft frequently 
cut in the fhape of a butter-fly, or fome other 
animal. 
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Is carried on either within the empire itfelf, 
between its different towns and harbours, or elfe 
with foreigners. Their inland trade is in a very 

flourishing 
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flourilhing Hate, and in every refpedt free and 
tmcontrouled, being exempted from impoffc, and 
having no want of communication bctv/een the 
various and innumerable places of the empire. The 
harbours are feen covered with large and fmall 
craft, the high roads are crouded with travellers, 
and wares that are tranlporting from one place to 
another, and the Ihops are every where filled with 
1 goods from eyery part of the empire, elpecially 
in the principal trading towns. In thel'e towns, 
and particularly in Miaco, which is fituated in the 
centre of the empire, are kept likewife feveral 
large fairs, to which a vaft concourie of people 
.refort from each extremity of the land, to buy 
and fell. If we except Kubo, die merchant is, 
it is true, the only one in the whole country, who 
can become rich, and fometimes accumulate 
very conliderable fums, But, notwithllanding 
his wealth, he cannot here, as in other countries., 
either purchale great titles, or raile himlelf to a 
higher rank in life ; on the contrary, a merchant 
is always delpiled, and the public at large entertain 
the molt contemptible opinion of him, inafmuch 
as they look upon it, that he has amaffed his trea- . 
fures in a dishonourable way, and not without 
doing an injury to his fellow-citizens. In calling 
their accounts, they always make ufe of Decimals. 
For weighing diey ufe a lleelyard, to which they 
fallen a fcale, wherein they place their wares. 

Upon 
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Upon this fteelyard is hung, by means of a firing, 
a weight, which can be pufhed backwards or 
forwards to afcertain the weight of the commo- 
dity. Such fmall fteelyards the merchants always 
carry about them, either fingle or elfe in a box, 
together with a computing board. The Tea 
Trade is confined entirely to the inland con- 
lumption, the quantity exported amounting to 
little or nothing. The traffic in Soy, on the 
other hand, is more confiderable ; and as the tea 
produced in this country: is reckoned inferior to 
that of China, fo the foy is much better than 
that which is brewed in China. For this reafon 
foy is not only exported to Batavia, in the wooden 
barrels in which it is made, but is likewife fold 
from thence to Europe and to every part of the 
Eaft-Indies. In fome places of Japan too the 
foy is reckoned flill better than in others ; but, 
in order to preferve the very bell fort, and pre- 
yent its undergoing a fermentation, in confe- 
rence of the heat of the climate, and thus 
being totally fpoiled, the Dutch at the Faftory 
boil it up in iron kettles, and afterwards draw it 
off into bottles, which are then well corked and 
fealed. This mode of treatment renders it 
flronger and preferves it better, and makes it 
ferviceable for all kinds of fauce. The Silk trade 
is indeed in a very flourifhing ftate in the empire j 
but their manufactured filk cloths, on account of 

their 
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their flightnefs, cannot be exported and uftd bp 
the Europeans. The home trade in Porcellaiit 
is very brifk ; but the exports are very few ; as 
the Japanefe Porcellain, though very good with 
refpedt to the materials, is thick and clumfy, and 
very feldom well coloured, and in general is far 
inferior in beauty to the Chinefe. 

The trade with China has probably been car- 
ried on longer than with any other nation ; it is 
likewife the only Indian nation, with which they 
continue to have any dealings. From the re- 
moteft times the Chinefe traded in raw filk, 
which they imported: they firft landed at Ofacca, 
and afterwards at the harbour of Nagafaki, where 
they ftill continue to anchor, and have a Faftory, 
together with a Temple, and their own P Hefts. 
Till the year 1684, there arrived annually two 
hundred vefiels, each equipped with fifty men : 
but on its being difcovered that the Jefuits, who 
at that time ftood in high favour with the Chinefe 
Emperor, had, through the medium of fome 
merchants, fmuggled into Japan feveral Catholic 
books, originally printed in China ; the Chinefe 
were in confequence of this more reftrifted than 
formerly, and their capital in trade, which before 
was difcretional, was fixed at 600,000 t'nayls, 
and the number of their fnips reduced to feventy, 
equipped with only thirty men each. At prefent 
$hey are confined to a fmall ifiand oppofite the 

town 
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town of Nagafaki r they fend no Ambaffador to 
the Emperor ; they have no Purveyor, but barter 
their own provifions themfelves at the gate ; they 
have likewife no Director over their Commerce ; 
but Interpreters, a Guard, and Supervifors are: 
appointed to attend them, the fame as the Dutch. 
They vend their wares at three different feafons 
of the year, viz. Spring, Summer, and Autumn. 
They fell here raw Silk, and manufactured filken 
Stuffs, Sugar, Turpentine, Myrrh, Agate, Ca~ 
riumbak, Baros Camphor, Ninfi, Medical Books, 
and other articles appertaining to- medicine : in 
exchange for which they take Copper in bars, 
lackered ware, &:c. Many, who are fond of 
pork, bring with them fwine from China. When 
a fhip of theirs has taken in its iading, and fet 
fail, it is followed to a confiderable diftance at 
lea by a Japanefe veffel, in order to prevent 
fmuggling on the ccafl. 

The Portuguefe, who firfl difcovered the 
iflands of Japan, were likewife the firft European 
nation that carried on any trade in thefe parts.- 
The profits were in the beginning incredible, 
infomuch that annually upwards of 300 tuns of 
gold were exported from hence. Afterwards’, 
when they had rendered themfelves detefted by 
their haughty conduct, and their trade in confe- 
quence of this had fallen off amazingly, yet frill 
they continued to export Anno 1636, 235.0 ehefts 

of 
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offilver, or 2,350,000 thayls. Anno 1637, they 
exported 2,142,365 thayls, and In the year 1 63 8y 
1,259,023 thayls. After the Portuguefe had 
been expelled from the land,- they, as well as the 
Spaniards; made feveral attempts to re-efktblifh 
their trade ; but every attempt not only mif- 
carried, but was attended with the moft dif- 
agreeable confequences among a people, fo in-' 
flexible in their refolves as the Japanefe.- Anno 
1640, a fliip was fent from Macao, having on 
board two Ambaffadors, with a retinue of feventy- 
three perfons. Thefe were ail of them imme- 
diately made prisoners in Nagafa*ki, and their 
arrival fignified to the court ; upon which they 
were all, excepting twelve, who had previoufly 
fet out on their return, fentenced to be put to' 
death, and were all of them beheaded upon one 
and the fame day, and even in one and the fame 
moment, each by a feparate executioner. At 
the fame time the prohibition was renewed for 
this nation ever to come to japan ; and this pro- 
hibition contains the following no lefs arrogant 
than Arrange menace, that fhould even the King 
of Portugal himfelf,- or the God of the Chriftians 
arrive there, they fhould undergo the fame fate. 

A large Spanilh three-decker, well-manned, 
and mounting a confiderable number of guns, 
was audacious enough to anchor in the harbour 
of Nagafaki, and experienced a ftiil more la- 
mentable 



mentable fate 5 which proves how inflexible the 
Japanele are in their determinations, how per- 
tinacioufiy they execute the flatutes of their laws 
and fupreme magifirate, and do not even fuffer 
themfelves to be deterred by the formidable 
cannon and artillery of Europe. The fhip' 
alluded to came from the Manillies, unloaded 
their cargo in Nagafaki, and took in a heavy 
lading of fiver and other commodities. Mean- 
while intelligence of their arrival had been fent 
to court, upon which the Prince of Aritna re- 
ceived orders to burn the fhip, together with its 
crew and merchandife. Accordingly the Prince 
attacked the fhip, in fpite of the moft valiant 
reflftance. As foon as he had boarded the fhip 
with his forces, the Spaniards retreated under 
their uppermofl deck. The Prince retired in 
time to lave himfelf, and the deck' was blown 
up into the air. The Spaniards "were attacked 
with equal bravery a fecond and after that a 
third time, till all their decks were blown up, 
when die fhip went to the bottom, and not a 
Angle man was faved. Upwards of 3000 of 
the Japanefe perifhed in this attack, and the 
conteft lafled nearly fix hours. More than 300' 
chefls of filver have been fince got up at diffe- 
rent times. 

The Dutch trade has experienced many yicif- 
•fitudes, and has ever, one time after another, both 

been 


been diminifhed, and rendered lei's profitable. As 
the Portuguefe could not by the influence which 
they had at firft acquired} prevent the Dutch from 
trading here likewife, the latter eftabliihed a Fac- 
tory upon anifland near the town of Firandc, which 
they were in the fequel compelled to abandon* 

In the reign of the Emperor Iyeyas, Anno 1601, 
the Dutch firft obtained die Royal permifiion to 
carry on a trade in any part of Japan, a trade* 
which flourifhed till the year 1619, when they 
had the imprudence to requeft the renewal of 
this charter from the fucceeding Emperor Fide- 
tada. Since this period their profits were greatly 
reduced, and their privileges in many relpeCfts 
retrenched. Anno 1638, they received orders 
to demolifh their warehoufe at Firando, which was 
built of ftone, with great ftrength as well as mag- 
nificence, and had the letters A : o C. infcribed 
over the door ; a circumftance, which could not 
fail of alarming a people fo extremely miftruftftil, 
and fo ill-treated by the Portuguefe. Shortly 
after this tranfa&ion, they received orders to 
abandon Firando entirely, and to remove to Na-- 
gafaki, and in future to caft anchor only in this 
harbour, which is fituated at the very extremity • ■, 
of the empire. Here they were fubjetfted to the 
ft rifle ft infpe&icn; the rudders being at firft 
taken off from the fliips, the powder, balls, 
cannon, and arms carried into the country, and. 
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the {hip unladen by the Japanefe themfelves ; but 
fome of thefe precautions have been fince gradu- 
ally omitted. 

At firit the Dutch imported raw Silk, manu- 
factured Silk-fluffs, and Half-filks, Chintzes, 
Cottons, Clothes, Sappan-wood, Brazil-wood, 
BufFaloes-hides, Wax, Buffaloes-horns, Ivory, 
Shagreen, Spanifh Leather, Pepper, Sugar, 
Cloves, Nutmegs, Baros Camphor, Quickfilver, 
Saffron, Lead, Saltpetre, Borax, Alum, Mufk, 
Gum Lac, Benzoe, Storax, Catechu, Ambergris, 
Coftus Arabicus, Coral, Antimony, Looking- 
glafles, Lignum Colubrinum, Files, Needles, 
Glafs, Spectacles, Birds, and other curiofities. 
The profits of- this trade were very confiderable 
at Firando ; when, on the loweft calculation, fix 
millions of gilders were exported, and in filver 
alone upwards of four millions. At the requefl 
of the Dutch themfelves, the filver trade was 
afterwards exchanged for that of copper, the 
profits upon the latter being at that time the moft 
confiderable : but from that period likewife the 
exportation of filver has been flriCtly forbidden. 
The worfl blow perhaps, which the Dutch trade 
has received, was in the year 1672, in confe- 
quence of the enmity, which the Privy-Coun- 
fellor Inaea Mino, a favourite of the pious 
Emperor Daijojin, had conceived againfl the 
Dutch. This hatred he gratified by means of 
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one of his relations, who was appointed Governor 
in Nagafaki. This man ordered famples to be 
fent him of every kind of wares, which were 
that year brought in the Company’s fhips to 
Nagafaki. Thefe famples he fhewed to the mer- 
chants, and informed himfelf of the price fet 
upon them, as well as of the quantity, which 
they wifhed to have. Upon this he proffered 
the Dutch much lefs for thefe commodities, and 
left it at their option, to export them in cafe they 
did not find it anfwer to them. According to this 
' valuation, the price of commodities was reduced 
every year, and thekobangs, or Japanefe currency 
rofe in value. This condudt, it is true, gave 
birth to complaints, and the Dutch trade was 
fo far free and uncontrolled, that their wares 
were permitted to be fold by public auction ; 
but the whole amount of their fale was limited 
in the year 1685, to 30®, 000 thayls. At pre- 
fent the company employs only two fhips, and 
its profits are very inconfiderable. The com- 
modities, which are now in general imported 
and exported by it, have been already fpecified 
by me in the Third Volume of this work. 

The Coins current in this country, I have 
likewife already defcribed in part in the Third 
Volume ; as for inftance, new Kobangs, Itjibs, 
Nandiogin, Itaganne and Kodama , Seni, old Ko- 
bangSy old Itjibs , Kosju Kin, and Gomome Gin, 
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The Japanefe coins in general are very fimple, 
ftruclc plain and unadorned, and the greater part 
of them without any rim round the margin, and 
without that decoration which the Swedifh coins 
pofiefs, and mofb of them without any determined 
value. For this reafon they are almoft always 
weighed by the Merchants, who, at the fame time, 
likewife fet a mark upon thern, to fignify that the 
coin is ftandard weight and unadulterated. The 
Qbang is the largeft gold coin that is to be found 
in the whole country, and ought rather to he 
confidered as a medal, than as a piece of money. 
It is not current in trade, and is feldom to be 
met with among merchants or perfons in private 
life. It is a flat, roundifh, oblong plate of gold, 
nearly of the thicknefs of a farthing, and is 
ftampt on one fide with fine lines, going tranf- 
verfely acrofs the die, but broken oft, and four 
knpreffions within the margins of the four fides, 
each imprefiion exhibiting Dairi’s arms. On 
the other fide, which is plain and fmooth, are 
inferibed, in the name of the Prince who iffues 
the coin, feveral large black letters, reaching 
from fomewhat above the middle down to the 
lower margin. This infeription allures the pro- 
prietor of the genuinenefs of the coin, and there- 
fore, as foon as it is worn off, the fame Prince’s 
fecretary is bound to renew it, for which an 
Jtjih muff at that time be paid. Such a gold 

I a coin 


coin is of the value of ten old Kobangs. So 
that the Obang is chiefly in the pofTeffion of, and 
iflfued out by the Princes of the country and the 
Privy Counfellors, who prefent one of thefe 
pieces to thofe who are in their* good graces, 
when they have no other fit pi4foht at hand, h: 

It is then given by way of doing honour to the ; 

perfon to whom it is prefented, fince they con- 
lider it lefs honourable to bellow in a prefent, 
though to the fame amount, the common kind 
of Kobangs. 

Among their Silver coins the Kodama is the 
moll variable, as well with refpedt to its lhape 
and fize, as to the impreffion which is damped 
upon it. Of this coin there are fome that are 
oblong, while others are circular, or fpherical, or 
convex, or fiat. Sometimes they are damped with 
more and fometimes fewer letters, and at other 
times with the image of Daikokf. By Daikckf 
is meant the God of Riches, or the Merchant’s 
God, in this country. He is reprefented fitting 
upon two barrels of rice, with a hammer in his 
right hand, and a fack at his left. The Japanele 
believe him to be inveded with the power of 
producing, on any Ipot which he drikes with his 
hammer, whatever he pleafes ; as for indance, 
rice, food, clothes, money, &c. 

Sent, of copper or iron, are drung, a hundred 
at a time, -’'or, as is mod commonly the cafe, 

ninety- 
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ninety-fix, upon a rufh. The former are then 
called Metafijakfj and the latter Kwurok-kufjakf. 
A firing of the latter conftitutes the value of one 
Maas , five Konderins. The coins in one of thefc 
parcels are feldom all of one fort ; but generally 
confift of two, three, or more different kinds. 
In this cafe the larger Sent are ftrung on firft at 
one end of the rufh, and then follow the fmaller , 
the number of Sent diminifhing in proportion to 
the number of large pieces in the parcel, which 
are of greater value than the fmall ones. Such 
parcels of Sent often lie ready ftrung in their 
fhops, both in town and country, for the accom- 
modation of travellers, who are thus enabled to 
exchange their fmall coin expeditioufly, without 
having occalion to lofe any time in reckoning it 
up. In the town of Nagafaki, Chinefe farthings 
are likewife current in trade : thefe are dif- 
tinguifhed by their yellow colour. They .re- 
ferable the Jayanefe Sent in every refpedt, ex- 
cept in the colour of the metal, and the kb 
fcription. 
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RESIDENCE AT DEZIMA, PREVIOUS TO MY 
RETURN HOME. 

A FI' ER my arrival at the Factory, from 
the Court, I fpent a very hot fummer, and 
was very bufily employed in reviewing and 
arranging the different collections which I had 
made in the courfe of my journey, as well of 
dried and preferved, as of curious live trees 
and Ihrubs, which I intended to fend to Am- 
ite rdam, by the homeward-bound fhips from 
Batavia. Thefe were in particular feveral very 
beautiful fpecies of the Maple genus ( Aceres ), 
befides others appertaining to thole of Lycium, 
Celaftrus , Viburnum, Prunus, Cycas , Cyprejfus, 
Citrus, Cjc. 

I made likewife at this time feveral excursions 
in the vicinity of Nagafaki, and as this was the 
feafon of the year molt productive of dowers, 
I had the pleafiire to fee my heavy expences, in 
this refpeCt, fomewhat better repaid, than in the 
preceding autumn and winter. 

Inflead of hemp, I faw white nettles ( Urtica 
nivea, which likewife grew very commonly wild), 
cultivated in fome places for the manufacturing 
of ropes and cloths. 

The Ricinus I found planted in feveral places, 
the feeds of which being pounded with Moxa 

and 


DEZiMA, 1776. U 9 

and Touche together, ate put into a box, over 
which a piece of’ fflk is ftretched, which is be- 
fmeared with oil, in order that the powder con- 
tained underneath may be moiftened by it. 
Whenever a Japanefe has occafion to put his 
feal to any thing, which is often very curioufly 
wrought in horn, he firft dips the feal into this 
box, and then impreffes it upon the writing that 
i,s to be defignated by it. Thus this powder 
fupplies the place of Printer’s Ink, and it is 
therefore neceffary, that the fflk which covers 
the box, fhould always be moiftened afrefh with 
oil, as fail; as it dries. 

The mats, with which the floors in general 
throughout the whole empire are covered, are 
moftly plaited in the country, and are of different 
quality in different provinces. The better fort 
is manufactured from the Juncus rffufus, which 
is plaited very dole and neatly together, and 
the interfaces are afterwards filled up with rice- 
ftraw to the tlfickneft of two or three fingers. 
In order therefore that this fpecies of grafs may 
grow to a greater height and be more ferviceable, 
it is cultivated in fome places which lie low ; and 
for the purpofe of giving the mats a whitifh, 
rather than a yellow colour, it is very comirjon 
to lay the rufhes out to bleach. 

The Lilium Juperbum , which is one of the 
tnoft beautiful flowers in the world, I frequently 
I 4 few 
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few hung up in their fmall veflels in the harbours, 
as an offering to their Sea God. 

The Uvaria Japonica is a fmall fhrub, which 
creeps along the ground, and grows very plenti- 
fully in feveral places round the harbour of Na- 
gafeki. It is remarkable on account of the 
great quantity of clear mucus which it con- 
tains. When the twigs are deprived of their 
outfide bark, and placed in a glafs of water, the 
mucus exfuding, expands itfelf round them for 
about the thicknefs of a line and upwards, and 
appears as clear as chryftal.. This mucus is 
fometimcs ufed for the manufacturing of paper, 
ihftead of that which they extract from the Hi- 
bijcus manibat , and the ladies likewile ufe it to 
render their hair fmooth and glofiy. 

The Camellia JaJanqua grows very plentifully 
near Nagafaki. It is a little fhrub, lb exaClly 
refcmbline; the Tea-tree, both in its leaves and 
flowers, that it is difficult to diftinguilh them 
from each other, except by their fize. The 
leaves have rather a pleafing fcent, and are 
therefore ufed by the fair fex, after being boiled, 
to wafh their hair. They are likewife fome- 
times mixed with Tea-leaves, to render the fcent 
of thefe ftiil more agreeable. 

A very fmall fpecies of China Orange ( Citrus 
Japonica ), is frequently cultivated in the houfes in 
pots. This fhrub hardly exceeds fix inches in 

height, 
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height, and its fruit, which is fweet and palate- 
able, like China Oranges, is not larger than an 
ordinary Cherry. 

Truffles ( Ly coper don tuber'), are dug out of 
the ground in many places, of the fize of a 
plumb : when frefh dug, they are loft and rather 
of a brown colour ; but when falted they turn 
black. I frequently faw the Japanefe eat them, 
after they had been lalted, in foups, in the fame 
manner as Morils. 

Soy-fauce, which is every where and every 
day ufed throughout the w'hole empire, I might 
almoft fay in every diffl, and which begins even 
to be made ufe of in Europe, is prepared from 
Soy Beans ( Dolichos Soja ) and fait, mixed with 
barley or wheat. For this purpofe they cultivate 
this fpecies of bean in feveral places, although 
it growls in great plenty wild. Scarcely any kind 
of legumen is more copioully ufed than this. 
The feeds are ferved up in foups, once or twice 
a day all the year round, to people of diftin&ion 
or otherwife, to the poor and to the rich. Soy 
is prepared in the following manner : the beans 
are boiled till they become rather foft ; afterwards 
an equal quantity of pounded barley or wheat is 
added. Thefe ingredients being mixed together, 
are fet in a warm place, and covered up for four 
and twenty hours, that they may ferment. An 
equal quantity of kilt is then added to the mix- 
ture. 


tla DEZIMA, 1776. 

ture, and twice and a half as much water is 
poured upon it. After it has been mixed in this 
manner in an eafthen veffel, it muft ftand well 
covered two or three whole months together, 
during which period it is neceffary however at 
firft for it to be ftirred about feveral times in the 
day for feveral days together. The liquor is 
then prelTed and drained off, and kept in wooden 
veffels. Some provinces furnilh better foy than 
others ; but exclufively of this, it grows better 
and clearer through age. Its colour is invariably 
brown, and its chief excellence confifts in the 
agreeable fait tafte which it poffeffes. 

Myrica nagi is but rarely found at Nagafaki ; 
the wood is quite white, and is ufed for making 
combs for die ladies to wear in their hair. 

The Fir-tree ( Finns fylveftris ), is that of which 
the wood is moft commonly ufed by the cabinet- 
makers in their work-lhops : but the wood of 
the Japanefe Cyprefs ( Cyprejfus japonica ), which 
is both foft and beautiful, is likewife very much 
ufed, as is all'o that of the Taxui Macrophylla 3 
and feveral other forts. 

The Arum ejculentum is cultivated in fmali 
beds in the fields, not only on account of its 
efculent roots, though thefe, unlefs prepared, 
are very acrid, but alfo on account of its ftalks, 
which they cut in pieces and put into their foups. 
In like manner they ufe for food the roots of the 
' following 
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following plants, which grow wild, viz. the Sa- 
gittaria Jagittata , Polygonum mnltiflorum, and Di- 
ofcorea Jafonica, the two latter of which ierve 
as fodder for the cattle, and were very frequently 
brought, together with other grafs, to the cattle 
at the Dutch Factory. 

One of the Interpreters, a friend of mine, 
of the name of Kosak, often did me the 
favour to collect for me feveral different kinds 
of coin, which were faid to be very ancient, and 
to have been formerly current in the land. Thefe 
were prefented to me as great curiofities. They 
were all of them Sent of red copper, and refem- 
bled the others in fize, thicknefs, and the fquare 
hole in the middle ; but they were marked with 
different letters. 

One of them was reputed to be 1135 years 
old, and to have furnifhed the flandard for the 
meafure of the country ; as the diameter of this 
coin was required to be juft one Japanefe inchi 
It had no letters on the other fide. 

Another was reported to be 758 years old, 
without any characters upon the other fide. 

The third, 748 years old, was likewife with- 
out any characters on one fide. 

The fourth, 718 years old, without any letters 
on one fide, like the foregoing. 

The fifth, 651 years old, without any letters 
on the other fide. 
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The fixth, 596 years old, without any in- 
fcription on one fide. 

The feventh, I was informed, was 566 years 
old; it had two letters on the under fide. The 
ages of all thefe coins are reckoned only down 
to the year 177 6, when I received them, each 
with its age fet down feparate, and folded up 
in paper. All thefe, together with the J apanele 
coins above defcribed, are to be found in his 
Swedifh Majefty’s very valuable Collection of 
Coins, at Drotningholm. 

A blackifh coloured Cicada was called Semi 
by the Japanefe, and a Bcmbylius with a white 
tail, had the name of Abu. 

July 31, 1776, the Zeeduyn , a fhip belonging 
to the Dutch Company, arrived from Batavia ; 
and on the ad of Augujl following, the Admiral’s 
fhip Stavenijfe, having on board M. Duurkoof, 
who was to refide here this year in quality of 
Chief of the FaCtory. 

Augujl a6th, in the evening, the Japanefe 
began to celebrate in Nagafaki and throughout 
the whole empire, the Feaft of Lamps, or 
Lanthorn-feftival, which is kept with great fo- 
lemnity in Nagafaki. 

September 13th, towards evening, intelligence 
was brought, that the Prince of Owari, Coufin- 
gejrnan to Kubo, had died five days before. 
On account of this event, orders were now given 

cut^ 
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out, that no perfon whatever fhould play upon 
any kind of inftrument for the fpace of five days, 
which in this country is the ordinary time of the 
deepen mourning. This Prince was about forty 
years of age, or rather more. For fome time 
previous to this, he had been made choice of 
for the Emperor’s fon-in-law ; but his ill ftars 
'had decreed, that the day before his arrival in 
Jedo, his intended bride had paid the laid debt 
of nature. 

When Copper is weighed for exportation, it is 
always done with a large Dutch weighing-ma- 
chine. In each cheft a pickel is put, and on 
each pickel the additional weight of a catje is 
allowed, of which the Adminiftrators at Onruft, 
in Batavia, to whom the copper is configned, 
receive a fifth part. Of the remaining four- 
fiftliSj the fliip’s Captain receives two-thirds, 
and the firft Mate one-third, in order that thofe 
who are refponfible for the weight, may not be 
lolers. However, notwithftanding this precau- 
tion, it happens every year, that in carry- 
ing the chefts of copper to the bridge, the 
Japanefe contrive to fteal fome of it, fo that 
thofe who are concerned in them, always lofe 
fomething. They do not regard it as a crime 
to rob the Dutch Merchants in this manner ; 
and the ftolen copper is afterwards fold to the 
Chinefe, who pay a greater price for it than the 

Dutch 
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Dutch would. The preceding year the Captain 
was fifty-two pickels too fhort. 

Several of the crew in the Dutch fhips, who 
had been attacked very feverely with the fever 
in Batavia, ipeedily recovered their health here ; 
and others, who had large indurated tumors in 
different parts of their bodies, and a fwelled ab- 
domen, which is a very common confequence 
of the malignant Batavian fevers, were here 
perfectly freed from them. 

Unicorns teeth ( unicornu ) were fold this year 
at a much lower price than the preceding. A 
maas of it fetched this year only four maas, eight 
konderyns, and five kaljes, which amounts to 
about feventy-eight thayls for each catje. 

Offoher 10th, the newly- arrived Governor re- 
viewed firft of all the Imperial guard in the 
harbour, after which he paid a vifit to the 
Dutch Admiral-fhip, and laftly proceeded to the 
ifland of Dezima, accompanied by the Governor, 
who was now going out of office. 

The following Gentlemen were Governors in 
Nagafaki during my abode there. Anno 1775, 
Noto no Kami went out of office, and was fuc- 
ceeded by Nagato no Kami : who in his turn 
refigned the reins of government in the year 
1776 to his fucceffor Tango no Kami . 

Of the Fifliermen who, from the harbour of 
Nagafaki alone, go forth to feek their livelihood 
1 upon 
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upon die deep, and who may be feen by their 
lighted torches, at the diftance of four miles or 
more from the town, the number is almoft in- 
credible. The multiplicity of fires which were 
now feen at this diftance, prefented to the Ipec- 
tator, in the dark autumnal evenings, the moft 
glorious fight imaginable. 

Among other commodities, which private per- 
fons exported on their own account, there was 
likewife this year a parcel of iron carried out by 
one of the Captains, probably with a view of 
felling it to fome profit to the Cliinefe in Batavia. 

As I forefaw, that were I to prolong my ftay 
in this country to another year, I fhould ftill be 
able to contribute little or nothing more to the 
advancement of the fciences than I had already 
done this year, I formed a firm refolution to re- 
turn to Batavia. On the other hand, our new 
Chief endeavoured at firft to perluade, and at 
laft to compel me, to continue here another 
year, with a view to his own advantage, as he 
placed greater confidence in my medical talents, 
than he expedted he fhould have reafon to do 
in thole of my fuccefior. I was, however, for- 
tunate enough to efcape from him, and to re- 
vifit thofe places, where I could have greater 
liberty and a wider extent of country, to colledl 
and examine without control the wonderous trea- 
fures of nature. 
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November 23d, I bade farewell to the ifland of 
Dezima* and failed to the Admiral’s fhip Sta- 
venifie, which rode at anchor off Papenberg. 

On the 29th following, Commiflaries from the 
Fadtory came on board, to deliver letters and 
other documents to the Government in Batavia. 

On the 30th in the morning we weighed cur 
fird anchor, although we dill (laid there a couple 
of days. 

December the 3d, about ten o’clock, we weighed 
our other anchor and got under fail. The 
Zeeduyn failed a-head of us, and fired her guns, 
as we did ours, at eleven o’clock, diredlly before 
Papenberg, and again at twelve, at the lad 
ridge of mountains called Cavallos , at the fame 
time reciprocally widiing each other a profperous 
voyage. 

The lading in each drip confided now chiefly 
of 675© pickels of bar-copper, and 364 barrels 
of camphor, each barrel containing from 120 
to 130 pounds weight. 
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ARRIVAL IN BATAVIAi 

1777. January 4th, I landed, after a prof- 
perous voyage, in Batavia, and waited again 
upon my refpe£table friend Dr. Hoffman, who 
now likewife made me an offer of his houfe and 
table during my flay at this place. 

At the mouth of the great river, which flows 
through Batavia, a confiderable way down into 
the harbour, the current was at this feafon of 
the year fo violent, that it required no little 
caution, and was at the fame time attended with 
fome degree of danger, to work one’s way up 
to the town in floops and other veffels. 

Among other kind friends, whom I now miffed 
on the ifland, was Dr. Hoffman’s lady, who 
had departed from this world during my abfence. 
This recalled to my remembrance, how I had, 
fhortly before my departure to J apan, fat down 
to dinner in this very houfe with thirteen perfons ; 
eleven of whom, my friend now informed me, 
had been carried off by the fevers which ufually 
prevail here, in the fpace of three weeks, info- 
much, that of the whole thirteen, he and myfelf 
were at this time the foie furvivors. This fur- 
nifhes an irrefragable proof of the mortality and 
Unhealthy climate of this fpot, where a great 
number of humid vapours fill the heated at- 
* vol. iv, K mofphere. 
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moiphere, render the body fluggifh, and apt 
readily to receive the feeds of putrefaction. 

The Governor General, van der Parra, 
had likewife left this fublunary fphere in the 
courfe of the preceding year ; in whom I loft a. 
real patron. He was incontrovertibly a man of 
good fenfe, and had rendered efiential fervices 
to the Dutch Company, although he had not 
negleCted, during the great length of time that 
he continued in office, to confult his own in- 
terefts. To his fon, who was his foie heir, he 
had bequeathed upwards of four millions of 
guilders. The fupreme authority in all the Eaft- 
Indies now devolved into the 1 lands of van 
Riemsdyk, an old and fuperannuated man, who,, 
if we except an unwearied attention to his own 
intereft, did npt feem ever to have been poffefied 
of any remarkable qualities. The firft time, after 
my landing, that I waited upon- his Excellency, 
which is the ufual title of this- Chief Magiftrate, 
I was immediately confulted with relpeCt to 
his Lady’s illnefs, which confifted in a cancer in 
one of her breafts, and was beyond all hope in- 
curable. 

After I had farther paid my court to my bene- 
factor, M. Radermacher, a gentleman, to 
whom the Sciences at large are greatly indebted^ 
and the active frfend of the whole human race, 
I made it my firft care to infpeCt the various 
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things, which I had left in charge with my hoft 
in a large cheft, and in a very capacious ware- 
houfe. But how great was my confufion and 
furprize, when on opening the cheft I difcovered, 
that notwithftanding it had been placed upon 
bottles, and in this manner raifed above the 
ground, the major part of the Herbs, that I had 
formerly collected in Java, together with a great 
number of the books that I had left behind me, 
were, almoft to a third of the height of the cheft 
from the bottom, entirely rotten and mouldered 
away with the damp air, which had been pent up 
in it. 

At this feafon of the year it ftill rained vio- 
lently, commonly every day, particularly in the 
morning and evening, beftdes flitting lhowers. 
The fky was for the moft part overcaft, and the 
air thick and damp, infomuch that it was im- 
pofiible for me to dry any of the herbs I had 
collefred, as every thing mouldered away and 
rotted in rooms that were clofe lhut. The rainy 
months are reckoned from December to March, 
during which time the air here is cool, and fewer 
diforders prevail, and this feafon is what they 
generally cail their winter. After this follows 
the warmer feafon, when the heat is fcorching 
and intolerable, and the fky clear, with a con- 
tinual fucceffion of dry weather, 
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The New Year of the Chinefe now com- 
menced "with the firft New Moon in February, 
and was celebrated by them with great folemnity. 

M. Radermacher, the State-Counfellor, 
from whom I experienced extraordinary friend- 
fhip and protedtion, infilled on my being his 
gueft once or twice a week at leaft, and giving 
him an account of what T had collected and 
dilcovered,- as well in Japan, as in the vicinity 
of Batavia ; the environs of which,, even during 
the moll fultry heat of the afternoon* when 
others were enjoying a comfortable afternoon’s 
nan, I every day vifited and explored- On one. 
of thefe occafions a circumftance happened, 
which greatly aftonifhed both him and myfelf. 
It chanced t-hat one day M. Feith, who was 
lately the Chief at the Dutch Fadtory at Japan, 
and whom I had accompanied the foregoing year 
to the Imperial Court, was queftioned by M. 
Radermacher concerning the reigning Em- 
peror in Japan, and whether he was acquainted 
with his Imperial Majefty’s name.. This quef- 
eion lie was then obliged to anfwer in the nega- 
tive, although he had lived at leaft fourteen years 
in that country, during which period he had four 
times had an audience of the Emperor, in the 
character of ambaflador.- The following day, 
when I had the honour to dine at this fame. 
GounfeUor’s houfe, he imagined that he could 
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propofe a queftion to me, which I fhould be at 
a lofs to anfwer j though he had hitherto feldonj 
found me non-plufied. I was accordingly in- 
terrogated with relpedt to the name and age of 
the prefent Emperor of Japan. And as I on 
this occafion was not only able to anfwer to thefe 
queftions, but likewife informed them, that I 
had procured authentic intelligence concerning 
the names of the Ecclefiaftical Emperor, die 
Hereditary Prince, and of the Emperors both 
Spiritual and Temporal, who had died in the 
courfe of the prefent century, both the Coun- 
fellor himfelf and the whole company were 
greatly amazed, that I fhould have been able to 
penetrate into a fecret, which was efteemed in- 
lcrutable, and which an ambafiador in the fpace 
of many years had not been able to difcover. 
This lift of the Japanefe Emperors, which I 
left with M. Radermacher.., was fince intro- 
duced into the T ranfatftions which a Literary 
Society in Batavia publifhed fome years after- 
wards, The confidence and friendfhip, which 
botli the Interpreters and Phyftcians in Japan 
had conceived for me, were highly inftrumental 
in procuring me the information which I received, 
in what relates to the Political Hiftory of Japan, 
K yEMPFF.R has given in his Hiftory a copious 
lift both of the Ecclefiaftical and Temporal 
Enpperors in Japan, who had fucceeded each 
K j other 



BATAVIA, 1777. 


*3 4 

other till the year of his departure from that 
.country. The continuation of this lift to the 
prefent period was a principal objedt of my 
willies, however difficult the attainment of it 
was with any tolerable degree of certainty. 
During my abode in the Metropolis, Jedo, 
however, I was fortunate enough to procure, 
by means of the Principal Interpreter, and the 
Imperial Phyfician, the above-mentioned Cata- 
logue both of the Ecclefiaftical and Temporal 
Emperors, and the name of the prefent Emperor. 
And with thefe my Japanefe friends I have in 
the fequel, for many years after my return to my 
native country, maintained a very inftrudtive 
correfpondence ; and I have even afterwards had 
a moft defirable opportunity, with the kind 
affiftance of my honoured patron ProfelTor Bur- 
mann, of Amfterdam, to recommend and pro- 
mote one of my friends and beloved pupils, Dr. 
Stu'tzlr, to India and the remote ifland of 
Japan. 

Although the climate is extremely unhealthy, 
efpecially in the town, the Europeans, with very 
little exception, lead here a very irregular life. 
At dinner they inflame their blood with ale and 
wine, and after dinner, with fmoking tobacco, 
drinking ale and wine. At half paft two in the 
afternoon they go to bed, and take their reft 
till five o’clock. The evening is lpent in com- 
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pany, and with ale, wine, cards, and that alto- 
gether indifpenfable article of life, the tobacco- 
pipe. At half paft nine in the evening, they 
again fit down to table to eat, at the fame time 
that they drink profufely of ale and wine. After 
fupper is finifhed, recourfe is again had to the 
delicious pipe, which had only been laid afide 
during the repaft, and which is now a fecond 
time lighted up, to burn till eleven o’clock, its 
fires being all the while mitigated with continual 
libations of ale and wine, till rendered giddy 
with heat and thefe liquors, and at the fame 
time half drunk with the l'moke of tobacco, 
weary and drowly, they at length retire to bed, 
to enjoy a reftlefs deep and comfortlefs repofe. 

After I had collected in the vicinity of Batavia 
whatever at this leafon of the year was to be 
found there, of the various productions of na- 
ture, I wifhed to infpeft the interior of this in- 
comparable ifland. For this purpofe I went on 
board the Vreedelufi , and failed in this veffel 
along the northern coal); of Java to Samarang, 
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WE failed from the road near the town on 
the 23 d. of March , and on the 3 1 ft day following 
pafled by Cheribon, one of the principal Facto- 
ries, where the Eaft-India Company keeps a 
Governor, whofe yearly income was eftimated 
at 70,000 rix-dollars. 

The mountain, near the town of Cheribon, 
has feveral times been in a ftate of conflagration. 
Two years ago a commotion took place, and 
the allies, which in confequence of this it vo- 
mited up, deftroyed feveral thoufand plantations 
of coffee in the neighbourhood. 

April ad, we failed by Mount Tagal , which 
is frequently feen burning at the top. At this 
time we faw only a fmoke iffuing from the fummit 
about the thicknefs of a man’s body. 

In the courfe of this voyage, which lafted 
long enough, on account of the fhiftings of the 
wind, that now took place, I feveral times faw 
ferpents of different kinds come from the land, 
and fwim upon the water; one of thefe was 
above two feet long, and fprang to a confider- 
able height out of the water. When the wind 
fhifts, one is frequently becalmed, and the heat 
is very troublefome. It was alfo now the leafon 
of the year when the wefterly winds began to 
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ceafe, and the eafterly trade winds were expe&ed 
to fet in again. On this occafion our Captain 
informed me, that he, as well as feveral other 
experienced feamen, thought they had obferved 
with certainty, that the eafterly winds fet in later, 
and that the trade-winds were in general much 
weaker, ever fince the dreadful earthquake which 
deftroyed Lifbon, and which was felt fo univer- 
fally all over the globe. 

Notwithftanding that the ifland of Java pro- 
duces fugar-canes in abundance, and fugar of 
courfe is not extremely dear, we were in our 
prefent voyage furnifhed with a very wretched 
commodity indeed, and put off with coarfe brown 
fugar inftead of white. When I, in behalf of 
the fick, remonftrated with the Captain on the 
fubjedt, his reply was, that it was not unufual 
for the Chips to be fupplied with brown and 
coarfe fugar, inftead of the white powder-fugar 
which the Government allowed and that the 
difference between the prices of thefe two forts 
went into a common purfe, for the benefit of 
the Superintendants of the warehoufes, where 
they were packed up. 

April 9th, I landed at Samar ang, a middle - 
fized handfome, and well fortified town, and at 
the fame time the principal eftablifhment for the 
whole coaft of Java, on which all the other 
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Factories, Clieribon excepted, are dependant. 
It was conquered by the Dutch in 1708. 

Immediately upon my arrival, I took up my 
refidence with the worthy Phyfician of the Hof- 
pital, aman, who had had great experience in Sur- 
gery and the practice of Phyfic, and who fire wed 
me much friendfhip and kindnefs. But I had 
hardly landed, before I was taken ill, and was 
obliged to take to my bed, attacked with a ter- 
tian ague, an illnefs which I had brought upon 
myfelf, when on board, by leaving the window 
of my cabin open at night, whilft I lay aileep, in 
confequence of which the perfpirable matter was 
checked and repelled by the coolnefs of the night- 
air. Although the fever was very violent, I was 
fortunate enough to get rid of it, by taking the 
Extract of Bark , after I had previoufly purged 
myfelf, and fuftained feveral febrile paroxyfms. 
Meanwhile the lhip prolecuted its voyage to 
Juana , a Factory a little farther on upon the 
coaft, in order to take in there its lading of 
timber and lumber. 

Samarang is fituated upon a large river, at no 
great diftance from the fea-fhore. It is garrifoned 
with about 150 foldiers, though the Factory was 
faid, in fa£t, to have 1000 men belonging to it. 
The yearly income of the Governor was fup- 
pofed to amount to 80, nay, 1 00,000 rix-dollars ; 
for which reafon, this lucrative poll was generally 
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given to the relatives or favourites of the Gover- 
nor-General, who were however feldom allowed 
to continue in this office above three years, when 
they were for the moft part promoted to the 
rank of Counfellors of State, and were obliged 
to leave their place to another. 

I had fcarcely recovered from my fever, which, 
however, was not very flight, when I undertook, 
with the Governor’s permiffion, and in company 
with Dr. Boenneken, Phyfician to the Holpital, 
a journey, above 180 miles into the country, quite 
up to the mountains. The Governor, on this 
occafion, did me the favour to furnifh me with 
his paflport, dire&ed to all the Commandants 
at the Company’s fortified polls, and requelled 
me to diredt my attention likewife in this expe- 
dition to all fuch plants, as either already had 
been employed as remedies, or elfe might ferve 
in the Head of thefe, for the ufe and behoof of 
the Hofpitals. For this purpole, he likewile 
commanded Dr. Boenneken to accompany me, 
in order that he might acquire a perfedl know- 
ledge of them. 

April 23d, we fet out on horfeback to one of 
the Company’s polls, called Unarang , in which 
place a Serjeant is maintained widi about twenty 
privates. 

On the 24th, we profecuted our journey to 
Salatiga , where there is another fortification, with 
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a Commandant in it, who is an Enflgn, and lias 
fomewhat above twenty men under him. 

On the 26th, we rode on to Kopping , a Ja- 
vanefe village, fituated high up on a mountain. 
The climate is both cold and healthy of this 
place, which is not the lefs fertile on that ac- 
count. Among other remarkable circumftances, 
which I noticed in my journey, was the follow- 
ing, that the Indian Fig-tree (Ficus Indica ), which 
grows to a confiderable height in the forefts, 
hangs its boughs down fo low, that they touch 
the ground, and taking root there,- fhoot forth 
new fcyons, which in procefs of time become 
large trees. In this manner a fingle Fig-tree 
forms with its boughs that have taken root, a 
great number of apartments or chambers, as it 
were, and fpreads to a confiderable diftance. 

Kamadu is the name given to a kind of leaves, 
which fling like flinging nettles, but much more 
violently, and even to fuch a degree, as to caufe 
an inflammation in the fkin. On every vein 
they have fharp-pointed prickles, which are 
tranfparent, and contain a fluid that caufes this 
irritation. The kind which it is found to be a 
ipecies of the nettle before unknown, to winch 
I at this time gave the name of Ur tic a fthnulans. 
Any one that, unacquainted with its properties, 
fhould attempt to break off the twigs of this 
little tree or fhrub with his naked hands, would 
3 pay 
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pay dear for his imprudence and ignorance. 
The Javanefe are very well acquainted with it 
in general, and the Dutch Colonifls call it 
Buffer s-blad, or Buffaloe’s leaf. It has ever been 
cuflomary with the Javanefe Princes on holidays* 
by way of amufement, to let a Tyger and 
Buffalo fight together in an area* fenced in with 
planks* near which a great number of fpedlators 
can fit in perfedt fafety. If on fuch occafions- 
the Buffalo fhews himfelf tardy in attacking his 
adverfary, he is flogged with this plant, which 
eaufes fuch a heat and inflammation in his fkin, 
that he at length becomes quite wild and out- 
rageous. Whenever any one happens to be 
flung with this nettle-tree, the bell remedy is, 
inflead of wafhing the part with water, which 
would only render the pain more intolerable, to-- 
anoint it either with oil, or elfe with rice boiled 
down to a foft confidence. 

On the 27th, we turned back again, and wenc 
to Salatiga. 

On the a 8th, we departed from this place, 
accompanied by the Enfign, to a Javanefe vil- 
lage, called Tundang, where we refolved to pafs 
the night. The village was tolerably large, bur 
the houfes w'ere fmall, formed of bamboo canes, 
in the flile of thofe huts that are made of branches 
of trees, the bamboos not being placed clofer 
together than what would allow of a paffage for 

the 
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the air; a circumflance of fome importance in 
this hot climate. We did not take up our quar- 
ters with any of the Javanefe, but had a hut 
built for ourfelves. This was immediately per- 
formed by fome of the Javanefe, and the bull- 
nefs was completed with fuch incredible difpatch, 
that before we could alight from, and unfaddle 
our horfes, and unpack our things, not only our 
houfe was entirely finiihed, but it was likewile 
furniflied with a couch to lie upon, three ftools 
and a table, all which were manufactured on the 
fpot. I flood quite aftonifhed at this new edifice, 
and entered with the greateft amazement under 
its friendly (hade. Some of the Javanefe were 
employed in cutting trunks of bamboos of dif- 
ferent degrees of thicknefs, others made, with 
two ftrokes, a hole in each fide of them, and 
others inferted into thefe holes bamboo flicks of 
a fmaller fize. After this twigs with the leaves 
on them were interwoven between, and the 
houfe, in confequence of a great number of 
hands being employed on it, was completed in 
a few minutes, as were alfo the tables and ftools 
in a fimilar manner, although thefe were neither 
fmooth nor even, and confequently not calculated 
for indolent ramblers of quality, but only for 
weary travellers. 

As we arrived in this place early before even- 
ing, I took a ramble to the woods and neigh- 
bouring 
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bouring fpots, in fearch of herbs. Dio/core a I 
found both wild and cultivated, twining with 
their curling tendrils, frequently to the very 
lummits of the trees. 

And as we had no accefs to the light, before 
the aperture that ferved for the door, a fire was. 
made, round which we placed ourfelves, I, with 
the herbs I had gathered, and the other gentle- 
men with their tobacco-pipes. This lafted not 
long, before a whole troop of J avanefe, con- 
fifting of the inhabitants of the village, came 
and pitched their numerous camp facing us. 
Among thefe were feveral muflcians, with a 
large band of dancers, male and female, who 
had been fent for hither by my companions, for 
the fake of diverting me, and that I might have 
an opportunity of feeing the {ports and amufe- 
ments of the Javanele. Stringed inftruments, 
drums, and pipes began to ftrike up, and the 
dancing commenced, and continued with various 
motions and geftures, being moftly kept up by 
two dancers at a time. Every one drat danced, 
was obliged to pay a trifle for each dance, either 
to the perfon with whom he danced or to the 
mulicians. This rendered it neceflary for us to 
fupply the Haves we had brought with us with a 
few fmall pieces of money, in order drat they 
might take ihare in the diverfion, 

I cannot 
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I cannot deny, but that this jovial fcene and 
fpedtacle of mirthful amufement was, in fadt, 
extremely agreeable and entertaining; but the 
perfecution which we fuffered from the gnats in 
this low fituation, embittered every pleafure, 
and proved an infurmountable obftacle to our 
night’s repofe. Neither yarn-ftockings nor 
boots were capable of keeping the gnats from 
our legs ; and although the fmoke of the fire, 
as well as of the tobacco, in fome meafure 
defended our faces from their attacks, yet thefe 
prefervatives proved to me, who never was fond 
of fmoke of any kind, quite intolerable. At 
length, after midnight, I laid me down to fleep 
upon my grals-bed, and buried myfelf in fuch 
a manner under a veil, and fome pocket-hand-* 
kerchiefs, which I lpread over me, that the 
perfecuting gnats were prevented from giving me 
much difturbance, any farther than by the in- 
ceflant piping noil'e which they made. 

After palling a lleeplefs night in this place, 
we continued our journey the next morning to 
Samar angy where we arrived on the iff of May. 

I waited on the Governor, a friendly, well- 
bred, and amiable man, and made my report to 
him of what I had been able to colledt and dis- 
cover in my journey. The plants which might 
be applied with advantage to the ufe of the fick, 
as well in as out of the Hofpitals, were the fol- 
lowing, viz. 
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The FumtiHa officinalis, called by the Javanefe 
Rimpung, was found in a fmall quantity in the 
mountainous trafts near Kopping. 

The Rubies moluccanus, and two other Ipecies 
of this genus, were found between Salatiga and 
Kopping, on the Tides of hills, and particularly 
near rivers, in profufion. 

The Artemifia, Mugwort, called by the Ja- 
vanefe Dcmolo, and by the Malays Seroni , grew 
between Salatiga and Kopping, in the rivers and 
plains, in the greateft profufion. 

The Sonchus oleraceus, called by the Javanefe 
Dimboring, was feen near Kopping; as was 
likewife 

The Lacluca, or Lettuce, (by the Javanefe 
Belot ) but in a fmall quantity, between Salatiga 
and Kopping. 

The Scclopendrium had taken up its quarters 
among the trees between Unarang and Salatiga. 

The Capficum, or Cayenne Pepper, to which 
the Javanefe give the name of Lombo, was found 
wild between Salatiga and Kopping. 

The Oxalis acetofella, the Samangi Kunong of 
the Javanefe, occurred everywhere very common. 

The Chenopodium , in the Malay language 
Paijam china, grew near Kopping. 

The Sanicula, in the Javanefe language Spran, 
grew near the rivulets between Salatiga and 
Kopping. 
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A Ranunculus and a Ipecies of Perjicarfd, 
which the Malays called Dukut Parang, grew 
along with the preceding plant; 

The Schcenanthus, in the Malay language, Sire, 
was feen between Unarang and K opping. 

The Fragaria vefca, or Strawberry, the Ma~ 
nikan of the Javanefe, occurred in this warm 
country near Kopping and the rivulets in that 
neighbourhood. 

The Clematis twined round the Ihrubs between 
Salatiga and Kopping. 

Agrimony , in the Malay tongue Upan Upan 
Karpo, grew along with the preceding plant. 

The Sahccrnia fruticoja , the Chimbine of tire 
Javanefe, grew on the fhores of Samarang. 
r- The Fit ex was called by the Javanefe Simmer, 
as likewife Lagundo, and was very common in 
many places. 

The Coftus Arabicus, which I had before found 
very common and plentiful, in the dikes that en- 
vironed Batavia, w r as likewife found in great plenty 
here, from Samarang all the way to Salatiga, 
growing among the bufhes and the high grafs. 

The Leonunus cardiaca , called in the Malay 
tongue Klengenlcmg. , grew near Kopping. 

Urtica, or Nettles, grew here and there, in 
different. parts, tolerably common. 

The Hibijcus abelmojchus made an elegant 
figure with its L aves and beautiful flowers be- 
tween Samarang and Salatiga. 

The 
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Th zAdiantum was found in the fkirts of woods; 
and even in the woods themfelves, as alfo near 
the rivulets. 

The Datuta Stramonium , called Rotectibung , 
grew between Samarang and Unarang. 

The Smilax in the woods near Unarang, and 

The Solanum nigrum, or deadly Nightfhade, 
near Kopping. 

The Verbefma dcmella, the Sironi of the Ma- 
lays, was common every Ivhere. 

The Amomum Zingiber, Ginger; which the 
Javanefe call Cbai, and the Malays Bangle , oc- 
curred for the moft part cultivated by the Chi- 
nefe ; but the Amomum zerumbet, which both the 
Javanefe and Malays fometimes call likewife 
Bangle, although moft commonly it bears the 
name of Lampryang, grew in profufion, chiefly 
on fandy and meagre fpots of land, between 
Salatiga and Samarang.- 

The Curcuma, Turmeric, by fome called 
Kunir, by others again Kunjet, I found only near 
Samarang. 

The Kampferia, or Scmpu, grows near Sala- 
tiga, in watery and low vallies. 

The Amomum compaftumi Cardamom, by the 
Javanefe called Mojei, and its fruit Kappologo, 
is cultivated near Salatiga. 

The Piper longum, long Pepper, the Chabe 
and Dan dang MuJJit of the Javanefe, grew co- 
L 2 pioufly 
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pioully in the woods near Salatiga, as likewife 
elfewhere, frequently on the very ftone-fences. 

T he Piper nigrum , black Pepper, called Maritio> 
grows in profufion near Salatiga, in the woods. 

The Piper cubeba , or Cubebs, which has ob- 
tained die name of Komukus , abounds in the 
woods near Tuntang, and is the fort which is 
fent over to Europe. 

The Melilothus, both by the Javanefe and 
Malays called Treba, I had before obferved at 
Batavia ; now it was found near Salatiga. 

T he Cannabis Jativa y or Hemp, likewife grew on 
a fpot near Salatiga ; it was high, but ftill remain- 
ed a fhrub, and was called by the Javanefe Ginge » 

The Cyperus rotundas grew every where com- 
mon. 

. The Saccharum officinarum, or Sugar Cane, is 
called Tebu, and was., cultivated all over the 
country, and at the fame time grew wild near 
Salatiga. 

Tire Mirabilis Jalappa occurred for the moft 
part cultivated, but was likewife found wild near 
Salatiga, and is called in the Malay language 
Rambal Pokul Ampat y an exprehion which anfwers 
to tire Vier uhrs bloom (Four hours Bloffom) of 
the Dutch. 

The Cynoglojfum (Hound’s-tongue), the Upan 
IJpan Sapi of the Malays, was found between 
Salatiga and Kopping. 


The 


SAMARANG, 1777 - *49 

The Cicuta ? (or Hemlock,) was found juft 
above Salatiga, in the clefts of mountains, and 
by the fides of rivulets. 

The Plantago majgr, or greater Plantain, ve- 
getated near the rivulets, and in other places, 
in abundance. 

The Ricinus communis, and the Jatropha cur- 
cas, which in the Malay tongue was called Jarrak,' 
were both of them extremely common both here' 
and in other places on the ifland of Java. 

Of the Arum there were various forts, very 
common, near ponds and in every ditch. 

The Cary ota urens, called the Saguer tree, 
grew between Salatiga and Kopping, and was 
faid to be the real tree of which Sago is made. 

The Ocymum baftlicum was common here-' 
abouts, in like manner as the Ocymum Janftum 
was near Batavia and at other places. 

The Tamarindus indica, a very tall, ftrong, 
and handl'ome tree, was very common every 
where. 

The Caffiafijlula and javanica, called Dranguli, 
the long cylindrical fruit of which is exa&ly like 
canes or walking-fticks, grew common in the 
woods near Tundang. 

The Ac or us calamus, or Calamus Aromaticus, 
grew wild near Samarang and in many other 
places, winding round the trees, and with its 
prickles impeding the progrefs of the traveller. 
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The Crinum latifolium , which may be ufed 
inftead of the S cilia, or Squills, grew here, near 
"Batavia, and in other parts. 

The Sida afiatica is called by the Europeans 
Malva arborea, and grows near Batavia, Sama- 
rang, and other places, common. 

Of GnaphaUum, or Cudweed, two forts are 
found near Kopping, which the Javanefe call 
Sombong Madur. 

The Sambucus canadenf.s, the Soobo of the Ja- 
vanefe, grows in the clefts of mountains near the 
rivulets in the neighbourhood of Kopping. 

T he Poterium JanguiJorba ? grows betwpen 
Unarang and Samarang. 

The Ophiorhiza mungos, or Lignum columbri- 
num , called by the Javanefe as well as the Ma- 
lays Kajo ular and Bidara laut , is in different 
parts of the country tolerably common. 

Jafninum, or Jeffamine, was gathered near 
Salatiga. 

' The Conundrum fat hum, or Coriander, called 
by the Javanefe Katumjar , I found in lome few 
places, where fome other plant was cultivated j 
lo that it appeared to have been brought from 
Europe with the feeds. 

Piper betle and Areca catechu , two plants of 
which the Indians cannot difpenfe with the ufe, 
are found every where. 
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A German Surgeon, who had formerly been 
m the fervice of the Company, and was greatly 
beloved by the Governor in Samarang, had been 
fo unfortunate as to have contracted Catara&s in 
both his eyes, infomuch that he was now . totally 
bjind. The Governor, on being informed by 
the Phyfician of the Hofpital, who was my hoft, 
that I thought my fclf capable of reftcring this 
Surgeon to his fight, made me an offer of a 
hundred Ducatoons, in cafe I fucceedcd in the 
attempt ; and as all my chirurgical inftrumentS' 
had gone in the fhip to Juana, he fent off a 
courier immediately to fetch them. But this 
man, who was fomewhat above the middle age, 
muft himfelf have had very little confidence in 
his own profefTion of forgery, becaufe he was 
foil as obftinate as he was blind, and would in no 
wife foffer himfelf to be induced or perfoaded 
to undergo any operation. I enquired therefore, 
whether no other blind perfons could be found, 
to whom I might adminifter fome relief, and at 
the fame time initruCl my worthy hoft in an 
operation, which is one of the fineft in the whole - 
Art of Surgery. He immediately procured an 
elderly European man, and a Chinefe woman of 
70 years of age, both of whom were blind in 
both eyes ; the former being abfolutely ftone- 
blind, and the latter only able to walk a little : 
without leading. On both of them I performed. 
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the operation with fuccefs, they being both re- 
ftored to their full and perfect light. And in- 
deed I was perfuaded, previous to my departure, 
from this place, to leave to my holl not only 
thefe ophthalmic inftruments, but likewife feve- 
ral other inftruments, which are but feidom re- 
quired to be ufed on board of fhip. 

The flowers, both Angle and double of the 
Nyciantes Sambac, are often ftrung upon a thread, 
and are ufed here likewife for garlands for the 
head by the European ladies. Sometimes at 
balls the gentlemen receive a Amilar garland, 
with a Champaca flower in the middle to hang 
round their necks. The fcent of it is extremely 
agreeable, and the colour likewife, which is as 
white as fnow, has a very pleaflng e fleet. 

Coffee is cultivated in a great many places, 
and thefe plantations are beautiful beyond de- 
feription. The coffee-tree produces its ftrft pods 
in the third year. A hundred trees yield upon 
an average three or four chefts of beans, each 
cheft Weighing x 20 pounds averdupoife, one year 
more, another year fomewhat lefs. In the be- 
ginning the Dutch Company is faid to have paid 
the Javanefe twenty-five rix-dollars for every 
cheft of coffee j at prefent they pay no more 
than Ax, of which the Tommegom , or Land- Voigt, 
receives two rix-dollars ; fo that the labouring 
Javanefe> who plants the coffee, does not re- 
ceive 
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ceive more than four. The Erythrina cor alio- 
dendrum , which is called Dadap, was here always 
planted between the coffee-fhrubs, that flood 
thin, and at a diflance from each other, in order 
to give the whole plantation a moderately thick 
ihade and fhelter againft the fcorching rays of 
the fun. 

It was inconceivably pleafant to behold fuch a 
plantation, viz. a grove of trees in flrait rows, 
confiding partly of tall and thinly-planted trees, 
and partly of fhrubs, the fpreading, and fome- 
what dependent branches of which were covered 
with a great number of coffee-pods, and at the 
fame time with a clufler of white flowers. 

May 2 d, the Javanefe celebrated their New- 
Year ; when the Patti, or High Sheriff of the 
Province, who refides here, gave a grand enter- 
tainment, to which all the Company’s fervants 
in Samarang were invited. 

May 14th, I failed in a Dutch fhip from Sa- 
marang to Japara, where I was inexpreffibly 
well received and much befriended by M. van der 
Beer, who was Refidentiary at this delightful 
place j a gentleman, who not only pofTeffed great 
knowledge himfelf, but likewife protected and 
encouraged the Sciences and their votaries in this 
part of the Eaftern World. His fingular kind- 
nefs towards me I fhall never bury in oblivion ; 
but my defliny would not permit me to make 

any 
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any long flay here; as the Ihip at Juana had 
already taken in its lading, and I was conic 
quently obliged to leave this place in hafte, in 
order to accompany it to Batavia. 

May 20, I profecuted my journey on horfe- 
back over-land to Juana, accompanied by a Ja- 
vanefe, whom M. van der Beek had given me 
for my conductor. And as tlie journey was 
too long to be performed in one day, during 
the heat, I received at the fame time letters 
of recommendation to a certain Prince, whom 
I was to wait upon in my way thither, and who 
had married the Emperor’s filter. With this 
Prince I took up my night-quarters ; after having 
kad the happinefs to fup at his table with him 
alone, and converfe with him in broken Malay,' 
upon various topics. The filence of the night, 
however, was veiy much interrupted both by 
fcriech-owls and other animals, whofe cries and 
ftriekings kited all night long. The following 
day, towards evening, I arrived in Juana, and 
went immediately with a floop on board the Ihip, 
which had already got to the diftance of feveral 
miles from the road. 

The coaft on the northern fide of Java is very 
low, and the harbours Ik allow, for the molt part 
muddy : on this account the lhips are obliged 
to lie at a confiderable diftance in the roads, and 
if they are heavy laden, they are in feveral 

places 
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places ftranded, and flick fall in the mud. This 
happened now to be the cafe with us at Juana, 
although the fhip had already lain at a conlider-r 
able diftance from the fhore, in order to take in 
the remainder of her lading : and notwithftand- 
ipg that we feized the opportunity and hoifled 
our fails at high water, yet we were obliged to 
unload a heap of planks into large boats, in 
order to lighten the fhip. And when at laffc 
there blew a favourable wind, yet Hill we failed 
for two whole leagues together l'o deep in mud, 
that the water in the wake of the fhip was turbid, 
and of a blpeilh call, from the blue clay. And 
indeed all feamen reftify, that the water in theie 
parts is continually decrealipg, whilft the ftrand 
lucre afes, and the harbours are filled up iyith 
lhoals and fand-banks. This is faid fo have 
happened in fo great a degree, fince the Dutch 
Company firft fent their fhips hither, that the 
place where they at that time ufed to lie is now 
a morafs, and they capnot now approach within 
a confiderable diftance of it. In fadt, this 
northern fide of Java is the moll fertile, while, 
on the other hand, the fouthern cpalt is very 
mountainous, has deeper water, and is more 
barren. 

Between Juana and Japara a promontory ex- 
tends into the. fea, which we now failed by. 
There is a rock here, which has received the 


name 
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name of the Devil’s Rock, becaufe Corfairs are 
faid frequently to harbour here, as well as near 
the iflands of Intermaja and Boomfjes, who attack 
and capture every veflel, great or fmall, that is 
not well-armed, or that does not fail under con- 
voy. Thefe Corfairs are not Javanefe, but come 
from the coalls of the ifland of Borneo, and the 
circumjacent ifles, and therefore cannot be ex- 
tirpated. 

Our journey proved very profperous, and we 
arrived again at Batavia on the ift of June. 

As foon as I had returned to Batavia, I was 
called upon to a£t as Phyfician on board the 
Hofpital-fhip, that is ftationed in the road juft 
before the town. Although, on a fhip’s arrival 
in the road, all the fick that are on board, are 
always removed immediately to the T own-Hof- 
pital, as well as thofe who afterwards may be 
taken ill ; neverthelefs an Hofpital-lhip (as it is 
called) which is for the moft part an old veffel 
unfit for any other ule, is kept here for the re- 
ception of thofe, who are taken ill in the night, 
as the town is ihut up and no one can obtain 
entrance. This duty, or rather night-watch, is 
undertaken ift rotation by all the Ship-Surgeons, 
who are in Batavia ■, btit they feldom perform it 
themfelves, but hire fome old Surgeon for this 
purpofe in their Head. Thus I was this time 
excufed from it for one Dqcatoon, 
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I had now the good fortune to form an ac- 
quaintance with ' a worthy countryman of mine, 
M. Wimmercrantz, a Captain of Engineers 
in the Dutch Company’s fervice, in which he 
was as ufeful, as he was univerfally beloved and 
efteemed. Ele lived in the fuburbs, and not 
only received me with great friendfhip, but alio 
afterwards, during my ftay in this place, rendered 
me actual fervices ; and, in fhort, fhewed me 
much of that favour, which he had before lavifhly 
bellowed upon feveral of his beloved country- 
men. 

On the 1 yth of June, as I had Hill to wait the 
arrival of fome Ihip, that Ihould fail to Ceylon, 
which illand I wifhed to vifit, I made, with per- 
milfion of the Governor, and in company with 
Baron von Wurmb, likewife attended by an 
officer, whom the Commifiary over the natives 
(for the interior) had fent with us, a journey up 
the country to the warm Baths, and the (lb 
called) Blue-mountains. For this journey Cap- 
tain Wimmercrantz had the goodnels to ac- 
commodate me with the loan of his own horfe, 
of which I had the ufe both on my journey- 
thither and on my return. 

We travelled the firlt day to Tanjong, a place, 
which at this time belonged to the Privy-Coun- 
fcllor Craan, and is fituated about eighteen poles 
from the capital. The country is here meafured 

$ off 
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off with pofts, as in Europe, but however of dif- 
ferent lengths. 

On the 20th, we travelled in the morning 
about twenty-five poles, to Chipinong , where we 
dined, and afterwards went farther by Chimangis 
and Chiluar to Buytenzcrg, fifty poles from Ba- 
tavia. This place is intended for the pleafiire 
of the ruling Governor-General, and has been 
made choice of and built for this purpole by 
Governor-General Imhoff. The building, which 
is of ftone, is very handfome, confuting of two 
wings and a little citadel, with beautiful gardens 
between. By reafbn of its diflance from the 
capital, however, the Governor-General cart 
feldom refide here. 

On the 2 2d, we travelled to Chiferoa , and from 
thence farther over high mountains to Chipannas. 
Both thefe places, as likewife Pcndogede and 
Arkidcmas belong to the Governor-General, or 
ratlu-r to the Dutch Company. Here we refted 
over night, and viewed the warm Bath, which 
is called in Malay Chipannas , and gives its name 
to tfie circumjacent country. 

• The warm Bath fprings up almoft in the 
middle between the two large ridges of moun- 
tain^ in a valley. The water was found not to 
be boiling hot, but the finger could bear the 
hear, when placed in it. It bubbled up in feveral 
places. A hut was built over the veins, that 
* conveyed 
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conveyed the water into the Bath.- The hole 
itfelf was not deep, and the force of the fpring 
not very great : the earth around it was of the 
colour of iron-ruft, and on the fides of the water 
a thin cruft of a deep green hue had fettled, 
that perfectly refembled verdegrife. The houfe, 
which was built for thofe that ufed the Bath, 
confifted of two parts : one chamber was very 
large, through which the water was conducted 
to the other : here were two drains in the floor, 
to purify the water from its filth : the other 
chamber had a large, iquare hole in it, lined 
with boards, and furnifhed with flairs. To this 
room ran two pipes of metal, out of which either 
cold or warm water could be let in at pleafure 
to any height one chofe, during bathing. At 
the top of the water a cruft was formed, nearly 
of the thicknefs of a farthing, and of a faltifh 
tafte. I was informed, that if the water were 
ufed for drinking, it opened the body, and there- 
fore was feldom applied internally, but for the 
moft part externally. Some time ago a great 
number of fick perfons, fome of them even 
from the Hofpital, were lent hither from Batavia, 
to ufe the Bath, and for this purpofe an Hof- 
pital was inftituted here, which at this.time flood 
unoccupied and ufelefs. A European Farmer 
now lived here, and had the care and inlpecftion 
of the Bath and feveral gardens. 


The 
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The climate is very healthy and refrelhing t 
indeed the air, efpecially in the morning and 
evening, was not only cool, but abfolutely cold, 
infbmuch that I, who had not brought a great- 
coat with me, was chilled and perfectly Ihivered 
with the cold evening air, in a country, that lies 
almoft diroflly under the Equator. 

Cabbages, efculent-rooted plants, greens, and 
fruit-trees, from Europe, are cultivated here, 
and thrive greatly ; as alio at Arkidomas, ChiJeroa y 
and Pondogede , from all which places refrefh- 
ments are fent three times a week to the Go- 
vernor-General's table, in Batavia. Oranges 
ripen, and are much more delicious than thole, 
which grow nearer to Batavia. 

The Javanefe reported, and endeavoured to 
perfuade the Europeans to believe, fo ridiculous 
a ftory, as that on the mountains of Chipannas a 
fpecies of Monkey was found ( the Orang Outang) 
which had curling hair, and retroverted feet. 
No European had ever feen any fuch here. 

The Javanefe, and thofe Chinefe that lived 
among them, had their roofs covered with cleft 
bamboos, which were laid one upon the other, 
almoft like tiles. 

I faw a fpecies of Ardea in this place, which 
rc Enables the Antigone: the roftrum is albo- 
fic.vejcens ; gnlanuda , fiava caput' c ahum, albt- 

dum 
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dum ; -pedes c<erulefcenles ; remlges cinereo-nigri ; 
dorjum et cauda nigra ; abdomen allidum. 

The Turtle-doves ( Coluniba ri/oria), which at 
the Cape of Good-Hope are always blue, are 
here of a paler colour, and for the mofl: part white. 

Kadondon is a wood that is ufed for quickfet- 
hedges. 

Andewala is the name given to a climbing 
plant with tripartite leaves, which was reported 
to be a good antidote againlt poifon. 

Korang garing and Tampal utan are two plants, 
with which the Javanefe dye blue. 

Boa kirai is the name of a fruit, which is very 
aftringent and auftere. 

Tingling mintik is faid to be a good and cordial 
remedy. 

On the 24th, we went back again over the 
mountains to Pondogede. At the fummits of 
the mountains, which were covered every where 
with woods and bulhes, we left our horfes and 
the road, in order to climb ftill higher towards 
the top, and to fee the extremely well-knowij 
and much celebrated pool of water near Mehe - 
medon. I here met with the climate of the north 
of Europe, and among other plants, various 
kinds of Mofs likewiie, {Mu/a) and Lichens, 
which otherwife are fo uncommon, and indeed 
lcarcely ever to be feen in the warmeft climes 
of India. 
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We ftaid over night in Pondogede, and the 
following day travelled to Arkidomas , to take a 
view of a place, which was very remarkable on 
account of various fmall images hewn in ftone, 
which were placed in different parts of the wood, 
three or four together. The Javanefe have a 
great veneration for them, and both Javanefe 
and Chinefe facrifice to them. In our way we 
law the wild Peacocks, which are kept tame, as 
being rarities in Europe, flying up and down in 
the woods, and perching at times upon the 
boughs of the trees, to fliew themfelves in all 
their glory, and make an oftentatious difplay of 
their long, depending, and magnificent tails. I 
fhot one of them, which we roafted in the 
evening ; but found it very dry and infipid. A 
commandant from a fmall fort had borne us 
company the whole day, and had brought with 
him two foldiers, who blew inceffantly two 
fmall French-horns, in order to frighten away 
the Tigers. Theie animals were faid to be very 
dangerous here, infomuch that they frequently 
carried off travelling Javanefe, and not to be 
able to bear in any wife the found of powerful 
wind- inftruments . We came towards evening 
to Buytetizorg , which place the Javanefe call 
Bogor ; but previoufly to our arrival there, we 
went to a place near Paditulis , to view a ftone 
of great antiquity, in which certain characters 

, were 
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were hewn, that no one hitherto had been able 
to read or interpret. The ftone is nearly of the 
height of a man, and about two feet in breadth. 
The characters appeared to me to be written 
from the left to the right, and confided of eight 
lines and a half. 

On the 26th, we made another fhort excurfion 
from the ftrait road to Mount Cherroton , which 
is worthy of notice in many refpedts. It Hands 
quite detached almoft in the middle of the 
country. Our chief view in going thither was 
to fee its Angular cavities, in which the Swallows 
( Hirundo ejculenta) build their nefts, that are of 
a gelatinous nature, and are ufed as food. We 
afcended on foot within a Ihort lpace of time, to 
the fummit of the mountain, and found that thefe 
cavities were, ftridtly fpeaking, on the fouthern 
fide of the mountain, and quite covered at the 
top. They did not appear to have proceeded 
from a lplitting or feparation of the parts, as no 
fiflure was difcoverable at the top ; but it rather 
feemed to me that they originated from the air 
by a gradual mouldering, becaufe they conftantly 
reached to a confiderable depth, and had water 
at the bottom. I entered into feveral of thefe, 
and defcended likewife a good way into them, 
by means of a bamboo-ladder, without however 
finding any thing elfe than danger, darknefs, and 
fubdivifions, as it were, into feveral diftinft apart - 
M 1 ments. 
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men s, The Javanefe would not allow us to 
take any nefts away with us ; but had neverthe- 
lefs the politenefs, not only to give us fome 
which were undamaged, but likewife to prefent 
us, at our requeft, with two Swallows,, of the 
fpecies that built here, and which were fmall 
and quite black. 

My fellow-traveller and myfelf were enter- 
tained in a very fuperb and coftly manner by the 
javanefe Governor of the province, at dinner. 
The Governor himfelf, together with his coufin, 
and we two travellers, formed the whole company. 
Our hoft could both talk and underftand in fome 
meafure the Malay language, whicli we {poke. 
The vidluals were placed feparately before each 
of us upon lmall plates of porcellain. Of each 
difh confequently there was no great quantity, 
but the number of dilhes for each of us amounted 
to ninety, fo that we were hardly able to have a 
tafte of each. 

On the 28th, we travelled to a country-leat 
belonging to M, Duurkoop. It was exceedingly 
elegant, and contained a remarkable tower, which 
echoed back nine fyllables with diftindtnels. 
From this delightful place we returned at length 
to Batavia. 

In the courfe of this journey I had obferved, 
that the Chinefe had fettled in great numbers, 
and that even in the heart of the country; but 

that 
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that they neverthelefs did not live together with 
the Javanefe, This, I was told, was forbidden, 
in order to avoid difcord and contention, to 
which the Chinefe were faid to be very prone, if 
they did not change their religion, and fuffer 
themfelves to be circumcifed. This, however, 
did not prevent numbers of the Chinefe from 
efpoufing the daughters of the Javanefe ; although 
the daughters of the Chinefe were not allowed 
to marry with Javanefe. And indeed die Chi- 
nefe here are not buffered to fhut up their wives, 
or disfigure their feet, as they do in China. 

I was afterwards very affiduous in my vifits to 
the Hofpital, where the fick were properly 
treated, but died neverthelefs in great numbers. 
The number of deaths was computed to have 
increafed almoft yearly, efpecially of late, in 
confequence of the canals, which fupply the 
town with water, not being kept fufficiently 
clean. To the truth of this I was frequently 
a witnefs, when both culinary vegetables and 
dead animals were thrown into the river by the 
Chinefe, and afterwards floated down into the 
harbour and road. Since the gentlemen of rank 
have begun to ereft country-feats and pleafure- 
grounds without the town, this pernicious cuffom 
has obtained the afcendency. From the Public 
Regifters I informed myfelf accurately of the 
number of Europeans, that died in the Hofpital. 

M 3 This 
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This lift, from the year 1714, quite down to the 
year 1776, I lhall now lay before the Reader. 


Year. 

Dead. 

Year. 

Dead. 

Year. 

Dead. 

1714 

459 

1735 

1568 

1756 

1487 

1715 

469 

1736 

1574 

1757 

1441 

1716 

453 

1737 

*993 

1758 

1638 

1717 

494 

1738 

1776 

*759 

1373 

1718 

59 1 

1739 

998 

1760 

1317 

1719 

66 0 

I 74 P 

1124 

1761 

I OOQ 

172O 

750 

1741 

1075 

1762 

139° 

1721 

614 

1742 

1082 

1763 

175 ° 

1722 

73° 

1743 

1283 

1 764 

1757 

1723 

65 7 

1744 

1 5 95 

1765 

1754 

1724 

769 

1745 

1604 

1766 

2O39 

1725 

925 

1746 

3 5 6 5 

1767 

24O4 

1726 

9°4 

1747 

1881 

1768 

1831 

1727 

676 

1748 

1261 

1769 

1740 

1728 

656 

3 749 

1478 

1770 

2706 

1729 

626 

175° 

2035 

1771 

2316 

173° 

671 

i 75 i 

3 9 6 9 

1772 

2305 

*73 3 

780 

1752 

1601 

1773 

H87 

1732 

781 

1753 

1618 

1 774 

3 957 

1733 

1 1 16 

3 754 

1517 

1775 

2788 

3 734 

1375 

17 55 

2109 

1776 

2877 


Hence may be feen that the number of the 
dead increafed almoft from year to year ; but 
this augmentation was particularly confiderable, 
after three remarkable changes. From the year 
171440 1733, the number of the dead was leaft. 
In the year 1733, they began out of the town to 
make a dyke or canal leading to Batavia, on which 

occafioq 
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occasion great numbers both of the Javanefe and 
people of other nations died ; from this time alfo 
the number of the dead has conftantly increafed. 
In the year 1761, they began to flow in the 
Holpital without the city more fick people than 
the two hundred convalefcents, which were for- 
merly attended there ; and from this time forward 
the number of the dead increafed ftill more. In 
1775, an Hofpital-fhip was laid up in the road ; 
in confequence of which, as well that year as 
the following, the number of the dead was the 
greateft of all. 

At my own defire, I was taken on board a 
fliip, that was at this time bound for Ceylon, in 
the capacity of firft Surgeon ; notwithftanding 
that M. Radermacher, as well as my landlord 
Dr. Hoffman, had made many attempts to detain 
me in this country, by means of fome advanta- 
geous employment. Although I was able to bear 
heat extremely well, and found myfelf veiy well in 
other relpedts in this hot climate, yet it was both 
difagreeable and difficult, to tranfadt one’s bufi- 
nefs here 5 and attachment to my native country 
rendered me deaf to every reprefentation of ad- 
vantage from other quarters, even at a time 
when I could not in the lead: forefee any good 
fortune accruing to me in the country which gave 
me birth. 
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Before the fhip had taken her cargo in for the 
impending voyage to the weftern coaft of India, I 
made feveral other excurfions in the environs of 
the town of Batavia. 

Jaccatra is a tolerably handfome fpot, a little 
way out of Batavia ; it was formerly the metro- 
polis of this part of the ifland, and was con- 
quered by the Dutch in the year 1619. Here is 
now kept a fmall number of foldiers, to defend 
the citadel, and to be, as it were, a bulwark to 
Batavia. 

The Portuguefe came, it is true, to Java long 
before any other Europeans, and indeed already 
in 1 5 10 j but never could make a firm and lafting 
fettlement here. After them came the Englilh, 
and foon after that the Dutch, in 1596. 

The ifland of Java is long and very narrow, 
in length at leaft 140 German miles, from eaft 
to weft, and in breadth 30, from north to fouth. 

Three religions are common in Java, viz. the 
Pagan, with part of the Javanefe and Chinefe; 
the Mahometan, with a great part of the Ja- 
vanefe j and the Chriftian, with the Europeans, 
and at the fame time with fome of the Javanefe, 
Malays, and other Indians. 

The articles of traffic which Java produces, 
confift chiefly of Rice, which is excellent, and 
is exported to many parts of India for fale ; 
Cardamoms , of that fpecies which has rounded 

feed- 
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feed-veffels ( Cardamcmum compadtum)-, Sugar, 
which has been introduced into the country, with 
a view to its cultivation, grows in abundance, 
and is exported in the flate of brown fugar, not 
only to all the Indian markets, but likewife to 
Europe. Salt , which is exported to feveral parts 
of India, and is exceedingly dear in the Molucca 
iflandsin particular; Pepper, which is mofdy fent 
to Europe ; Indigo, Callicoe, and no very incon- 
fiderable quantity of Cotton-thread ; Bird' s-nefts, 
which are for the moft part, and that with con- 
fiderable profit, fold in Canton, in China. 

The Loxia oryzivora is found in abundance in 
Java, and does frequently confiderable damage 
to the rice-fields. 

For change, two fmall forts of copper coin 
were current. One fort was an ordinary farthing, 
which the Dutch Company had ftruck, of the 
common Swedifh copper, in Europe, and after- 
wards imported hither. Of this there are two 
forts, perfectly alike, excepting as to fize, in 
which point they differ, the one being twice as 
large as the other. The largeft of thefe ap- 
proaches nearefl in fize to the Swedifh farthings. 
On the one fide appear the ufual arms of the 
Company, together with the date of the year, 
on the other the arms of the Province in which 
the piece was coined. The worth of each is. 
eilimated at double what it would pafs for in 

Europe, 
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Europe, To that the Company gains by this mode 
about one hundred per cent. The other fort is 
a Javanefe coin, ftamped on one fide with Ja- 
vanefe characters, and upon the other with a 
wreath of flowers, withinwhich Hands Duyt Javas, 
and the year of the Chriftian aera, in which it 
was ftruck. 

In like manner I faw feveral Dutch ducats in 
the hands of the Chinefe and Javanefe ; but 
thele had been ftamped on the upper fide with 
a little round die exhibiting certain Javanefe 
characters, which gave them value and currency 
among that people. 

The Chinefe wear flippers with hind-quarters 
and flout foies, within which are feveral layers of 
felt, to prevent them from drawing water and 
occafioning wet feet to the wearer ; but thefe, as 
well as their boots, which are made on the fame 
plan, are heavy and clumfy. 


VOYACE TO CEYLON, 


Jult 5th, 1777 , 1 embarked, with the bleffing 
of Almighty God, on board the fhip Mars, in 
order to fail in the fame to Ceylon, being fur- 
nifhed with feveral letters of recommendation 
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to the Governor and other public Functionaries 
there. 

On the 7th we weighed anchor, and got under 
fail, with a calm and prolperous wind, leaving 
behind us one of the fineft countries in the world. 

On the 1 1 th following, we call anchor again 
off Anjer , where we propofed to continue a few 
days, and take in fome calks of water, for our 
impending voyage. The Swedilh Ealt-India 
fhip the Stockholm’s Slott, bound to China, lay 
in the road already, where fhe had arrived before 
us, in order to take in a fupply of water, and I 
had in confequence the pleafure to meet with 
here and embrace feveral of my dear friends and 
countrymen 5 as, for inftance, Captain Petter- 
sen, the Supercargoes Alnoor andBLADH, &c. 
The water, which was taken in at this place, 
from the rivulets that ran down hither, was, it is 
true, fweet, and in fome meafure good, but 
exceedingly turbid : and from the circumftance, 
that the landing here was very difficult, and that 
the calks were rolled in the water on Ihore, 
this turbidity was increafed Hill more. The 
water likewiie conduced greatly to increafe and 
keep up the Diarrhoea, which was rife among 
the crew 5 nay, it was almoft impoffible to drink 
a fingle glafs of it, unlefs Tea or Coffee had 
been previoufly mixed with it, without occafion- 
ing the inconveniencies abovementioned. 


The 


172 


VOYAGE TO CEYLON, 1 777 . 

The larger fpecies of Pijang ( Muja Troglodi- 
tarum ), I obferved here to have tolerably diflindt 
feeds, flat, and almofl: as large as lin-feed. 

Canes were fold in great quantities by the Ja- 
vanefe that lived in the villages ; and the Swedes 
bartered for feveral of the better fort, in which 
traffic, with what little I underftood of the Malay 
language, I had the pleafure to ferve my country- 
men, in the capacity of Interpreter. 

After this we profecuted our voyage with fuc- 
cefs and with favourable winds, fo that we eroded 
the Line on the 9th of Auguit, and on the 28 th 
of the fame month, came within view of the 
Malabar coaft, along which we failed, palling 
by Porca, Coilan, and Cape Comorin. Notwith- 
ftanding this, the fhip was very deeply laden, 
and without any regard to propriety or modera- 
tion, fo that it would certainly have been in a 
very difagreeable fituation, had any violent ftorm 
fprung up. The caufe of this, as well as of a 
great many other diforders, inconveniencies, and 
calamities, originated in the infatiable avarice, 
which prevails among the people in the Com- 
pany’s fervice. The Captain and all the Officers 
have the privilege of trafficking with certain 
commodities, for which purpofe a certain fpace 
is left them in the ftowage of the lhip ; under 
cover of this privilege, they introduce and burden 
the fhip with many times as much as the weight 

allowed 
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allowed them, in order to Iwell the amount of 
their profits. It is more particularly the Captain 
and Chief Mate, who fet themfelves no bounds 
in their abufe of this privilege. The commo- 
dities, which were taken out by individuals in 
the prefent voyage, confifted of a confiderable 
quantity of Rice, foft Sugar, and Arrack. 

On the 29th, we came within fight of the ifiand 
of Ceylon, and the day following came to our 
moorings ; but we were within a hair’s breadth 
of fuffering lhipwreck, through the ignorance 
and cowardice of the Mafter. Whilft we con- 
tinued conftantly to heave the lead, it was per- 
ceived that we drove too much againft the fhoals 
which lie in the mouth of the channel, which 
feparates the ifiand from the continent, and our 
fhip threatened to run a-ground, when the Second 
Mate, a bold and enterprizing mariner, obferving 
the too vifible terrors and faint-heartednefs of 
the Captain, laid hold of the trumpet, and gave 
orders to tack about, which in a few minutes 
brought the fhip, that dragged very heavily, into 
deeper water, and all of us fafely out of all 
danger; fo that we could very foon afterwards call 
anchor, and return thanks to God, who had fo 
miraculoufly delivered us from imminent danger. 

The following day arrived from Europe the 
Zeeland fhip William V, and at the expiration of 
a few days more the fhip Loo , from Amfterdam. 

9 I for- 


174 COLUMBO, 1777. 

I forwarded my letters to Columbo, and had 
foon after the honour to wait upon Governor 
Falck, a very learned and fenfible man, and 
at the fame time the moft difinterefted of all the 
Company’s Officers I ever met with. He was 
born in Ceylon, and had ftudied in Utrecht. 
The Governor-General, van der Parra, had 
been the chief inftrument of his promotion, of 
which he rendered himfelf in every relpeft truly 
worthy and deferving. 

Befides many others, who honoured me in 
this place with their friendffiip, I enjoyed alfo a- 
confiderable ffiare of the favour of M. van 
Sluysken, who went in general by the name of 
Captain Cinnamon , and was infpedtor over thofe 
that barked and delivered in the Cinnamon. I 
was a regular gueft at his table once or twice a 
week, where I always met with cheerful and 
inltrudive company. I contrafted likewife an 
acquaintance here with two worthy countrymen 
of mine, Baron Albedyl, who was an officer, 
and Monf. von Keulen, or Kjellin, who had 
fettled here as a Burgher, and carried on a lucra- 
tive and extenfive trade to the coaft of Coro- 
mandel. I further augmented the circle of my 
acquaintance with an honourable veteran. Captain 
Hopner, who had failed originally from Sweden, 
in the capacity of a young tar, in a trading 
veflel, which being attacked by a Turkiffi corfair, 
8 he 
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he loft one of his thumbs by a mufket-ball, and 
afterwards advanced himfelf in the ftrvice of 
the Dutch Company, efpecially by his knowledge 
in Engineering and Fire-works. This worthy 
veteran treated me not only as a friend and be- 
loved countryman in his houfe and family, but 
made me likewife an offer of his table, with tire 
life of an apartment during my abode in this 
place ; an offer which I however did not accept, 
but preferred refiding at the ordinary inn, that I 
might, more uncontrolled, make my litde excur- 
fions, and collections of the natural productions 
of this iffand. 

Columbo , which is the capital town for the 
Dutch trade on this iffand, is large and hand- 
fome, furrounded on all fides with walls, and 
very ftrongly fortified. 

The Governor’s palace is very elegant, al- 
though it is only one ftory high. The balcony 
is of equal length with the houfe itfelf, and forms 
a pleafant and cool apartment, from which there is 
an entrance to feveral chambers on the other fide. 

The air is indeed as fultry here as in Batavia, 
but as the coaft itfelf does not lie fo low, but 
the country is more elevated, and winds more 
frequent, the heat proves more tolerable, and 
the climate is more healthy. 

Bathing in cold water, and particularly in the 
open fea, near thofe coafts which are not infefted 

with 
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with crocodiles, is a very common practice, both 
with the Europeans, and Hill more fo with the 
Indians. When one takes an afternoon’s walk 
out of the town, one may fee hundreds, both 
black and white, young and old, free and Haves, 
and indifcriminately of both fexes, fporting in 
the water, and by thefe means cooling their 
bodies, and bracing their fibres, which have 
been relaxed and debilitated by the fcorching 
rays of the fun. 

In company with a Ceylonefe, whom the Go- 
vernor had gracioufly appointed to attend me, I 
made daily excurfions in the vicinity of Columbo, 
and collected diligently, with the fweat of my 
brow, in the circumjacent diftridts, the various 
productions of the land, during the time that 
fome of my fliip’s comrades at the Inn expofed 
their commodities to fide, and carried on their 
traffic in a manner much more beneficial to 
themfelves. The fellow-traveller appointed me 
was one of the moft fkilful Phyficians of the 
country, who communicated to me always both 
the Ceylonefe and Malabar names of each plant, 
as well as the manner in which it was ufed in 
different dileafes. His medical knowledge was 
very fmall, prcpofterous,' and for the moil part 
abfurd, fo that I could not derive much benefit 
from him in this refpect. 


The 
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The Barringtonia , with its large and beautiful 
bio (Tom, grew always by the fide of rivulets and 
near water* and in a very lbort time let it's 
numerous ftamina fall out of its bloffom. 

In like manner the Dolichos pruriens grew here 
tolerably common, with its hairy pods, the hairs 
of which attaching themfelves to the hands* 
occafion much itching, which is allayed by oil, 
■or decoction of rice, and are celebrated as a 
Vermifuge. 

The Company has a Printing-prels in the 
town, which has given birth to various publi- 
cations. Of the Books that have been printed 
here, I procured the following, for the Library 
at Upfal : 

Kort Begryp der Chiftelyke Religie, in de Ta- 
mulfche Spraak, door Sigisbkrtus Abraham 
Bronsveld. Columbo, 1754, 8vo. i. e. A 
Compendious View of the Chriftian Religion, in 
the Tamul Language. 

Tamulfch Kinder -Cat echifmus, door Sigisb, 
ABrah. Bronsveld. Columbo, 1776. Svo* / 
i. e. The Tamul Catechifm, for Children. 

Evangelium JeJu ChriJH von Matthaus, in de 
Mallabarje Tool. Columbo, 1741* 4to. Or 3 
The Goipel according to St. Mark, in the Ma- 
labar tongue. 

Evangelium Je/u ChriJH von Matthaus, Manus j 
Lueds, ende Johannes ; ende de Handelingen der 
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s. Ifoftelen , in de Tamulfche TaaL Or; The Four 
Evangel ids and the A£ts of the Apoftle, in the 
Tamul language, printed atColumbo, 1748. 419. 

The Four EvangeUJls, in the Cingalese language., 
in 4to. I procured,, without any title-page. 

Sejlien Predikatien in de Tamulfche TaaL Or ; 
Sixteen Sermons in the Tamul language, by 
Philippus de Vriest, Columbo, 1747. 4to. 

Grammatica of Singaleefche Taal-kunjl.. Or; 
A Grammar of the Cingalefe language, by 
Johannes Ruell, printed at Amfterdam, 1 708* 
4to., 

Manis (the Ant-eater) is found much in Ceylon,, 
elpecially near Negumbo.. The Dutch call it the 
Negumbo Devil,, and the Cingalefe Caballe. Its 
flefh is given to the fick to eat, by way of a. 
remedy. The inhabitants have a method of 
making a hole in its Ikin with a knife, and thus 
of guiding and governing the animal at pleafure, 
the point of the knife, which is kept in the hole, 
goading and irritating him. 

The fruit of the Solamm.melongena is in general 
ufe both among the Europeans and the Indians. 
It is fuppofed to expel urine,, and diffolve die 
done in the, bladder.. 

The fruit of the Cherimelle is ripe in October 
and November, and was made ufe. of pickled in 
a ftrong brine. 
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The Marmelle is likewife ripe in O&ober; 
the internal pulpous part of the fruit is eaten 
both with and without the addition of lugar. 
The fruit is of a very flimy or mucilaginous 
nature* and hence is called {Slym apel , or) 
Slime-apple. 

The Bolange is eaten in its ripe date with a 
little fugar, and unripe, with fait. It is of the 
fize of a China orange. 

Panningai is the fruit of a palm-tree, which 
grows in great abundance, and particularly near 
Jafna. It is of an oblong, femilunar lhape, 
nearly as yellow as a Pifang, but feveral times 
larger. It has two, three, or more very hard 
nuts within it. When drefled, it has a fweet 
tafte to thofe who are accuftomed to it, but 
ftrangers do not find it very pleafant. On being 
opened, it yields an offenfive fmeU. When the 
nuts of it are fown, and the Ipring-leaf comes 
up, this is cut off clofe, and eaten either boiled 
with fait and rice, or by itfelf, or is pounded to 
meal, which can be ufed like any other meal. 
This Ipring-leaf is called by the Cingalele 
Kellingo . From the month of May to the end 
of the year this fruit is eatable, and conftitutes 
the chief nourilhment of the Malabars. The 
Kellingo may likewife be dried for future ufe. 
The meal made from it is ufed particularly in 
foup with filh. 

N a 
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On the 28th of October , and the following 
days, I was requefted, together with feveral 
Phyficians, to examine a large quantity of Cin- 
namon, which had been fumilhed by the King 
of Candi. Half of it was found to be adulterated 
and fpoiled, taftelefs and bad. The bed: of rt, 
which could be felefted from the mafs, was for- 
warded to Batavia. 

In like manner five parcels were examined of 
a new kind of Cinnamon, but lately planted, 
which had been fent in 1775, as a fample, to 
Europe, but on their arrival were found not to 
pofiefs the proper flavour, although before, at 

• the time of its being fhipped at Ceylon, it had 
proved fine and good. The fcent of them was 
now found to be both fine and pleafant, but the 

. flavour was very weak, or next to none at all. 

So that it is hardly to be doubted, that they 
. had loft their flavour during the voyage •, the 
. caufe of which was probably this, that the oil 
. contained in them was too volatile, and not 
fufficiently concentrated in thefe young branches, 
the root of which was not more than three years 
old. Branches of three year’s growth, are fit 

• for decortication, it is true, but yet the root and 
trunk ought to be more aged. And in the very 
fhipping and tranfporting of it, a fault had like- 
wife been committed, which may have con- 
tributed much, if not totally, to the lofs of its 

flavour. 
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flavour, for thefe parcels had been packed up 
in one fack, and laid in die cabin. Thus the 
Cinnamon was neither put into two facks, nor 
yet laid among Pepper, as is the ufual practice. 
And indeed, in 1776, forty-feven parcels of this 
fame fort of Cinnamon were fent to Europe. 

Cinnamon is the chief commodity which die 
Eaft-India Company fetch from this ifland, and 
the bark of this Spice is here finer and more 
valuable than in any other place in the world. 
All prime Cinnamon is taken from die Laurus 
Cinnamomum, a tree of a middling height and 
fize. It is diflinguifhed by broader and more 
obtufe leaves from the Laurus Cajfta, which yields 
a coarler kind of Cinnamon, and feems to be 
merely a variety of the former. It is fo much 
the more probable, that the coarfer and finer 
Cinnamon, or the Laurus Cinnamomum and Cajfta, 
are merely different varieties, arifing from 
the climate, and efpecially from the foil ; as 
Ceylon itfelf does not commonly yield Cinnamon 
of an equally good quality, throughout the whole 
ifland, and in all its various tradfcs, The fouth- 
weft angle of the ifland is the only part which 
produces the finer fort of this pleafant and ex- 
cellent cordial fpice, and the places, whence it 
is chiefly procured, are near Negumbo, Columbo > 
Caltere , Barbary , Gale , and Mature , all which 
lie along and near the fea-coaft, The Cinna-i 
N 3 
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mon, which the more inland parts produce, is 
always coarfer, thicker, more pungent, and 
biting to the tongue. 

I vifited, out of the town, the Governor’s 
villa, which is called Pqfs, and confifts of an 
elegant houfe, and a large pleafure -garden, 
in which Cinnamon has been planted for 
feveral years back. The Cinnamon-tree grows 
in abundance in the woods, and has been 
propagated without the adventitious aid of art, 
The Europeans have believed, and the Cingalefe 
even rgaintained, that Cinnamon, to be good, 
mull always grow wild, and be left to itfelf, and, 
that when planted, it neither thrives nor con- 
tinues to be genuine. The tree is propagated 
in its wild ftate by birds, which eat the foft 
berries, (the kernels of which do not dilfolve in 
their gizzards,) and afterwards difperfe and plant 
them up and down in the woods, This pre- 
judice prevailed till the end of the fixteenth cen- 
tury, when the Governor, Yman Wilhelm Falck y 
firft made the attempt, in fmall, to rear Cinna- 
mon-trees by art, in this garden at Pajs. The 
berries were then fown, which grew up well and 
quickly, but had the untoward fate, that the 
plants l'ome time after withered and died, On 
accurately inveftigating the caufe of this, it ap- 
peared, that a Ceylonefe, who earned his liveli- 
hood by barking Cinnamon in the woods, and 
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law with vexation the planting of it, which, in 
time., would render the gathering of it more eafy 
and convenient, had fecretly befprinkled them> 
in the might with warm water. After the dis- 
covery of this ftratagem, the Governor caufed 
again, in the beginning of the Seventeenth Cen- 
tury, fevers! berries to be planted, and in feverai 
; places., both upon a fmall and large fcale, which 
..grew up, throve well, and had already yielded 
feverai crops of Cinnamon. Thus feverai thou- 
fand Cinnamon-trees were now feen in this gar- 
den, and in this garden alone., to thrive and turn 
-out to be of a good fort. / 

In it alfo I faw an Arcek-tree, which was very 
tall, but uncommonly {lender, and at the fame 
time, which is very fingular, divided into two 
branches, each furnifhed with its refpedlive crown. • 
Here is feen likewife a Borajjus, or Sea-Cocoa , 
brought from the Maidive Hands, which had 
been fet in earth, had grown up, and was now 
in the third year of its growth, having only three 
leaves. The nut had lain eight months in the 
ground, before it put forth the firft leaf. The 
leaf was nmltipartito-pinnatifidum ; pinnis bipartitis.. 

Marendan is the name given by the Cingalefe 
to the fandy downs along the fea-coaft. The 
Cinnamon which grows in thefe fandy plains, is 
accounted the beft and moft delicate. When 
the tree is cut down here, and fire afterwards 
N 4 made 
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made on the fpqt, the roots fhoot up again in 
long, ftrait fhoots, which yield an incomparably 
fine Cinnamon-bark. And from thefe fhoots 
come the fo called Cinnamon walking-flicks, 
which in appearance referable thofe from the 
Hazel-treee, but of which the bark has a cinna- 
mon-fmell, whenever it is rubbed. I feveral 
times received fiich flicks, by way of prefents, 
although it is faid that they are fcarcely allowed 
to be exported. 

The Cinnamon-leaf has a flrong fcent of 
Cloves ; the root, on the other hand, which, by 
means of fublimation, yields Camphor, fmells 
altogether like Saffafras. Cinnamon is generally 
called by the Cingalefe Kurundu, and is faid 
now to be greatly diminifhed in the woods, com- 
pared to what it was in former times, fo much 
indeed, that the Cinnamon-barkers, for feveral 
years, have not been able to procure the quan- 
tity required. 

The coafls around the whole ifland of Ceylon, 
to the diftance of fix or more leagues inland, 
belong entirely to the Dutch Eafl-India Com- 
pany, and are under the jurifdidlion of its Go- 
vernor ; although the country is inhabited by 
Cingalefe, who at die conclufion of the war be- 
came fubjedts to the Company. The interior, 
middle, and mountainous parts^-of^^TffF^rflshid, 
belong to the King or Emperor in Csndi, who 
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is now To completely hemmed in on every fide, 
that he can neither fmuggle, nor fell any Cinna- 
mon to foreign nations. 

Jacberi is the name given to two forts of 
Crotalaria , which grow here pretty plentifully, 
viz. the laburnifolia, and retufa , both with yellow 
flowers. Neither of thefe, nor yet the Menif- 
fermum cocculus , can be what is called the Radix 
Colombo, or Columbo-root, which for lome years 
pall: has been introduced into Europe, and re- 
commended as a good medicine. It derives its 
name from the town of Columbo, from whence 
it is fent with the Ihips to Europe ; but it is well 
known that this root is -neither found near Co- 
lumbo, nor upon the whole ifland of Ceylon, 
but is brought hither from the coaft of Malabar. 
T lie Crotalaria retufa is an annual plant, whole root 
therefore cannot poffefs any medicinal virtues. 
The Msnifpermum cocculus is a common climbing 
plant in the woods, the root of which I had 
feveral times caufed to be dug up, and found it 
bore' no refemblance to the Columbo-root, either 
in its virtues, tafte, fize, or external appearance, 
being exceedingly thin, yvith elevated ridges, 
and very long. 

Sacfander and Iremus were two yery celebrated 
plants with the phyflcians of this place. The 
former differs in feveral relpedts from the latter. 
The former is an Ariflolocbia indica, the root pf 
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■which, fteeped in brandy, is bitter, a ftrengthenet 
■of die ftomaeh, and carminative. The latter is 
found in great profufion, as well in the Tandy downs 
near Colombo, as near Mature, and in other 
places. Its appearance fufficiently indicates, that 
it belongs to the Contort a , and is, according to 
■every conjedture, a ipecies of Periploca , whole 
root is poifonous and a purifier of the blood. 

Binnuge is the name given by the Ceylonele 
to a fpecies of Ipecacuanha , becaule the root of 
it is a very good emetic, although it differs from 
the American. I was informed, that it is ufed 
with fuccefs in the Hofpitals at Columbo, Gale, 
Mature, and J afna. It muff be given in rather 
larger dofes dian the common fort. I was fhown 
two forts of it : the one was white, and is called 
JElle Binnuge, the other, which is red, is called 
Bat Binnuge. The red is reported to be the 
■bell. The white has fine ftringy roots, and the 
red is fomewhat thicker. Beth are Ipecies of 
Periploca , both creep on the Tandy downs, or 
twine round the bulhes which grow in the loofe 
fond. 

The Portuguefe have here, as well as elfe- 
where, during their refidence, introduced both 
the Chriftian Religion and their own language, 
of which many remains are Hill to be met with 
in every part. Portuguefe, though corrupted, 
is ftill fpoken very univerfolly, both among the 

Malabars 


COLUMBO, 1777. 1&7 

Malabars and others, on the whole of this weftern 
fide of India ; and. it is almoft equally incumbent 
upon a traveller in thefe parts to learn this Por- 
tuguefe dialed, as it is to learn Malay in the 
eaftern Dart of India. The Dutch, fince their 

i 

arrival, have endeavoured to preferve the light of 
the Chriftian Religion, and for that purpofe the 
Company maintains both Churches and Schools 
for the natives and flaves, and Priefts to inftrud 
them, and perform divine fervice, 

Otherwife the heathens upon the ifland, like 
other Eaft-Indian nations, pay great adoration 
to their Idol Budha y or Budjo , whofe image may 
not only be feen in the churches, but likewife 
often in their houfes. They intitle him Beani Budu 
framdrue, i. e. Lord God Budu. In the churches 
offerings of all kinds are laid before him, which 
ferve the Priefts for an income, #and with thefe 
offerings they frequently defignate their wants 
and neceffities. When ene or more lie Tick in a 
houfe, they forge thin plates of filver, and form 
pf them on a frnall fcale one or more human 
figures, which they prefent on Budha' s altar. 
When any one has a diforder in their eyes, they 
make a pair of eyes of filver, and fo in other 
cafes; but when they in general invoke his 
affiftance in any thing, they make a reprefenta- 
tion either of the leaf of the Ficus religioja , or of 
the fruit of the Anacardium, which they believe 
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to be acceptable to this their deity. When the 
Priefts have collected a number of thefe offer- 
ings, they melt them down again, or fell them 
by weight to the Goldfmiths. I had an oppor- 
tunity of procuring by traffic feveral of thefe 
offerings, as alfo a fmall one of pure filver, re- 
prefenting the houfehold god Budba, whofe un- 
lucky fate it was to be pawned by the proprietor 
of him to a European. It feme times happens 
that urgent diftrefs compels diem to this meafure, 
but afterwards, as foon as ever they are able, 
they punctually redeem fuch pledges. The Idol 
is always reprefented fitting with his feet acrofs, 
after the Indian fafhion, with one hand paffed 
over his head and both hands clafped together 
forwards, and with long ears, which reach down 
to his Ihoulders. In the Churches I faw this 
Image made partly of ftone, partly of wood, and 
of various lizes. 

The Moors , who come hither from the coafts 
of the Continent, are tolerably numerous in Co- 
lumbo, and carry on an extenfive trade. They 
are for the molt part tall of feature, darker than 
the iflanders, and well clad. Their drefs re- 
fembles nearly a Lady's gown, is molt frequently 
made of white callicoe, very wide, and gathered 
up at the waift, and is bound round the body 
with a girdle of white cotton, tied on the right 
fide. On the head they -wear a turban. Their 
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cars are commonly decorated with long ear-rings 
of gold, of various patterns, fome being plain, 
others twilled, others fet with precious Hones 
of a red, blue, or green colour. Some are very 
large, being a full finger in length ; others again 
are fmaller. Sometimes one of thefe only is 
worn in the ear, fometimes more, even five or 
fix together, fo that with their weight the fora- 
men and tip of the ear are lengthened amazingly, 
infomuch that the ear reaches down to the 
fhoulders. Many have a fmall round knobby 
fruit, which is faid to grow upon a holy moun- 
tain in the land of Kajchi , fet in thefe ear-rings. 
The fruit is called Uteratie, and is moll com- 
monly of the fize of a fmall pea, and fometimes 
as large as a mufket-ball. Some fancy that 
they difcover in the holes and creafes of this 
fruit the refemblance of feven faces, in which 
cafe it is faid to be very much valued, and is 
purchafed by the Moors of quality and opulence, 
at the great expence of two hundred rix-dollars. 
As foon as the children are three years old, one 
of thefe ear-rings is given them by way of 
ornament. It is properly the rich, who wear a 
number of rings in their ears, fo that from the 
condition, fize, and number of the ear-rings, 
one may form an eftimate of the wealth and 
opulence of the wearers. . . 

Perfons 
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Perfons of rank among the Cingalefe, luck 
as AmbalTadors and Officers belonging to the 
Court in Candi, wear long gold chains round 
their necks, which hang down upon the bread: 
and ftomach. Such had the AmbalTadors who 
now came to Columbo, and fimilar ones are 
likewile given to the Dutch AmbalTador and his 
Secretary, by the King, on their arrival at Candi. 
Thele chains do not confift of links, but of 
globules, which are hollow within, and pierced 
through in every part of their furfaces, and 
woven round with gold-wire, like fillagree-work, 
Thefe balls a: e afterwards ftrung either upon a 
filken cord or gold- wire to any length that is 
defired. One of thele chains, which is very 
light, well executed and ornamental, cofts, on 
account of the fmallnefs of its weight, little more 
than from twenty or thirty to forty pagods, each 
pagod being valued at a ducat. 

November 4th, I fet out from Columbo on my 
road to Mature, in company with M. Frobus, 
who was to perform the journey thither on the 
Company's account, in order to fee after the 
packing up of Cinnamon at Barbari, Gale, and 
Mature-, in the mean time that M. Sluysken 
made a journey to Negumbo, in order to fuper- 
intend the packing and exportation of Cinnamon 
to Europe by tire returning fhips. 
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The journey was performed in a palanquin* 
"which is more open, and differs in fome refpedts 
from the J apanefe norimon, though in moft par- 
ticulars it agrees with it. It has a bamboo-pole 
over the roof, and is carried by feveral Moors,, 
who relieve each other on the road. One may 
both fit and. lie in one of thefe portable chairs. 
It has at the ends and fides curtains to keep off 
the heat of the fun.. It is for the moft part ul’ual 
to travel with fix or twelve bearers. 

Our rout went from Columbo to Panture, five 
miles ; from thence to Kaltere, three miles ; to 
Barbary , two miles and a half ; to Wellette. , one 
mile; to Amlagotte, five miles ; to Hekkede, three, 
and the fame to Gale from thence to Belligama * 
five miles, and to Mature, three miles and a 
half. The road extended along the coaft, and 
was often incommodious and fandy. 

One fees every where along the coaft on this 
ftde, forefts of Cocoa, which extend as far as 
from Negumbo to Mature, and beyond,, with trees 
in the greateft abundance, and of incredible fer- 
vice to the natives, who make ufe of their fruits. 
Thefe Cocoa-woods do not however reach far 
into the interior of the country, but confine 
themfelves to the coaft, and love a fandy-foil 
and the fea-air ; infomuch, that I have often feen 
Cocoa-trees grow fo near the ftrand, that they 
over-hung the fait billows of the fea, which 
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watered their feet, and in fuch bare and naked 
land, that not a fingle blade of grafs could grow 
there. 

I obferved in feveral places Cocoa-leaves tied 
round the trees, and in this manner fupplying 
the place of ladders, by means of which the 
natives could climb up, and gather the fruit. 
Upon fome trees, one, upon others two of thefe 
ladders were tied. The fide-branches of each 
leaf, which were tied together, made from ten 
to twelve fteps. I alfo faw in fome places a rope 
tied between two Cocoa-trees, upon which thfc 
Cingalefe were able to pafs from one tree to 
another. 

Oxen were ufed in carts, and were very fmall 
and Jean. Some of them were very little larger 
than a European calf of two months. 

There were no bridges over the rivers, fo that 
we were fain to crofs them in boats, which were 
fmall, and for that reafon were tied three to- 
gether, and covered with planks, fo as to form 
a floating-bridge. The rivers were of confider- 
able breadth, very deep, and frequently had a 
flrong current. 

Jarrak- trees (Jatrcph& Cure as) were planted 
in feveral places, for quickfet hedges. 

On the road we met with feveral houfes built 
at the Company’s expence, for the purpofe of 
baiting and • lodging at, and fometimes thefe 
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litoiifts were both large and handfome. Thefe 
were covered on the infide under the roof with 
linen, with which likewife the chairs as well as' 
the table were covered on our arrival. Exclusively 
of this,- the room was ornamented with various 
elegant flowers," fuch as the Gloriofa, Areca , Ly- 
copodium cernuum , Ixor'a, &c. Before the houfe 
itfelf likewife divers pillars were ere died in two 
rows, entwined with young Cocoa-leaves, deco- 
rated with flowers, and covered with linen. Oil 
our arrival before the houfe, a piece of linen 
was Spread on the ground, and the palanquin let 
down upon it. After this linen was Ipread out 
for Us to walk upon all the way to the houfe. 
This honour is commonly paid to the Europeans, 
when they travel in the Company’s Service and 
on its concerns. 

On the 5th we arrived at Caltere , where a fort 
is builtj in which a Lieutenant commands. 

In the afternoon we travelled farther to Bar- 
bary, whither the Cinnamon is delivered in' from 
all the circumjacent trads, and where there are 
feveral warehoufes built of Hone, as well for the 
purpofe of Storing it, as for the preparation of 
Cair, or a fort of Cloth, made of the fibres of 
the Cocoa. Juft before them, in the harbour, 
the Ihips are able to anchor and ride in fafety, 
at this time, for the purpofe of taking in Cin- 
namon. 
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On the 6th, 319 bales of Cinnamon were 
fhipped,: among which were fome of cultivated 
Cinnamon. 

On the 7th, we profecuted our journey, and 
arrived on the 8th in the evening, at Gale, a. 
handfome town, which Hands upon a projecting 
angle of a rock, and is ftrongly fortified. 

The water for drinking here is not very falu- 
tary ; it greatly inflates the flomach, and occa- 
iions in all probability the diieafe in the tefticlesr 
and feet, called the Malabar difeafe, which is. 
very prevalent in the town, but rarely met with, 
out of it. 

On the 9th, we took in our lading of Cinna- 
mon at this place, and in the afternoon profecuted 
our journey to Mature ,. where we arrived on the 
following morning. Here we fhipped the fame- 
day 32.6 bales of Cinnamon in woollen facks,, 
over which was afterwards fewed a cow’s hide. 

Before the Cinnamon is packed up, it muft 


as by him that accompanies the fhip. I had 
very frequently an opportunity,, in the courfe of 
this year, to aflift at this employment, and 
was obliged afterward, in conjunction with the 
others, to be refponflble for the goodnels of 
the Cinnamon. ,From each bundle a few Hicks 


always firft be examined by Surgeons appointed 
for that purpofe, as well by the Surgeon who 
reftdes at the place where the package is made,. 
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are taken out, which are examined by chew- 
ing, and by the tafte. This office is very dif- 
agreeable and troublefome, becaufe the Cinna- 
mon deprives the tongue and lips of all the 
mucus with which they are covered, and caules 
afterwards an intolerable pain, which prevents one 
from going on any farther with the examination. 
So that one mull perform this bufinefs with great 
caution, and at the fame time eat a piece of 
bread and butter between whiles, which in fome 
meafure mitigates the pain. It is but feldom 
that one is able to hold out two of three days 
fucceffively. 

The fuperfine Cinnamon is known by ths fol- 
lowing properties, viz. in the firft place, it is 
thin, and rather pliable , it ought commonly to 
be about the fubftance of Royal Paper, or fome- 
what thicker. Secondly, it is of a light colour, 
and rather inclinable to yellow, bordering but 
little upon the brown. Thirdly, it poffelTes a 
fweetifh tafte, and at the fame time is not ftronger 
than can be borne without pain, and is not fuc- 
ceeded by any after- tafte. 

The more the Cinnamon departs from thefo 
charadteriftics, the coarfer,- and lefs ferviceable 
it is efteemed ,- as fof inftance : in the fifft place, 
if it be hard and as thick as a half-crown piece : 
lecondly, if it be very dark or brown : thirdly, 
if it be very pungent and hot upon the tongue, 
O 2 with 
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with a tafte bordering upon that of cloves, fo 
that one cannot fufFer it without pain, and lb 
that the mucus upon the tongue is confumed by 
it, when one makes feveral trials of it : fourthly, 
if it has any after-tafte, fbch as to be harih, 
bitter, or mucilaginous. 

Such are the forts of Cinnamon, when they 
are felefted from the ftore-houfes, and fbrtecl for 
exportation ; but the barkers, who examine the 
Cinnamon-trees in the woods, and ftrip off the 
bark, lpeak of more and different forts of Cin- 
jrarnon, the leaves of which, in their external 
appearance, bear fome refemblance to each 
other, and are not all ufed indifcriminately for 
barking, but are picked and pointed out by thofe 
that are judges of the matter. Thefe Cinnamon- 
barkers are called in the Cingalefe language 
Schjalias. 

Tire forts of Cinnamon which tire Schjalias 
reckon, are the following ten: 

1. Rajj'e Curundu , or Penni Curundu , i. e. 
Honey -Cinnamon, which is the belt and nroft 
agreeable, and has large, broad, and thick leaves; 

2. Nai Curundu , or Snake-Cinnamon ( Slange - 
Canel ), which approaches neareft to the former* 
in delicioufnefs of flavor, (although it does not 
abfoiutely arrive at the fame degree) and has alfo 
large leaves. 

; 3. Capurit ■ 
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3. Capuru Curundu, or Camphor-Cinnamon ; 
this fort is only to be found in the King’s lands, 
and from its root Camphor is diftilled. 

4. Cabatte Curundu, that is, aftringent or 
auftere Cinnamon ; it has rather fmaller leaves 
than the former forts. Thefe four forts, which 
are all together from one and the fame fpecies 
of Laurus cinnamomum, are nothing more than 
varieties, nearly refembling each other, which are 
diflringuifhed by the Schjalias merely by the talle, 
and are the only ones, which ought to be barked, 
and indeed can be barked, for good Cinnamon. 

The following forts, on the other hand, are 
never barked at all: 

5. Savel Curundu , that is, mucilaginous Cin- 
namon, tire bark of which, when chewed, has 
a mucous flinty after-tafte, like a Mucilage. The 
bark of this is foft, and of a fibrous, or Itringy 
texture, and not fo compadt nor firm as that of 
the others : it is likewife tough, and bends eafily, 
without immediately breaking. This is likewife 
a variety of the Laurus Cinnamomum. 

6. Dawul Curundu , that is flat, or board Cin- 
namon ; which name it bears, becaufe the bark, 
in drying, does not roll itfelf up together, but 
remains flat. This fort is from the Laurus Cajfia. 

7. Nica Curundu, i. e. Cinnamon with leaves 
which refembles the Nicacol , or Vitex negundo, 
viz. in being lanceolate, or long and narrow. 

O 3 This 
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This feems to be a variety of the Laurus Cam- 
phora. 

Befides thefe feven forts, they reckon yet three 
more, which obvioufly differ from the genuine 
Cinnamon. And indeed one may immediately 
fee, that they can in no wife with juftice be 
reckoned among the Cinnamon-trees. Of thefe 
I have feen one fort only, viz. the Thorn-Cinna- 
mon : the other forts are very rare, and are found 
only in the Emperor’s domains. 

8. Catura Curundu, i. e. Thorn-Cinnamon 
( Dorn Canel ) : this is of a quite different genus 
from the Laurus, and the bark has not the leaft 
tafte of Cinnamon. The leaves bear no re- 
femblance to the Laurus, and the branches have 
thorns (Jpin<e) upon them. 

9. Mai Curundu, or Bloom-Cinnamon, and 

10 . lompat Curundu, i. e. Trefoil-Cinnamon : 
becaufe the leaves are faid to divide towards 
the top into three latinise. 

Cinnamon is barked in the woods at two dif- 
ferent feafons of the year. The firft is termed 
the Grand Haruejl, and lafts from April to 
Auguft: the fecond is the Small liar v eft, and 
lafts from November to the month of January. 

It is in the woods on the Company’s own do- 
mains, that the Schjalias feek and peel the Cin- 
namon bark 5 although it fometimes happens 
that they {teal into the Emperor’s woods, and 

at 
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at times go as far as within half a league of 
Candi, in order to fetch it ; but if they chance 
in the latter cafe to be dilcovered and taken, 
they mull expedt to have their nol'e and ears 
cut off. 

Each diftridt or hamlet in the Company’s do- 
minions, is bound to bark and furnifh yearly a 
certain ftated quantity of Cinnamon; whereas 
the Cingalele there have a certain portion of 
land rent-free, to cultivate and inhabit, with 
other privileges. Over a certain number of 
Schjalias are placed other fuperior officers, who 
have the inipeciion over them and the Cinna- 
mon, and are likewife authorized to punifli fmall 
offences. Over all together is placed a Euro- 
pean, who is called their Captain ( Hoofd der 
Mahabadde , or frequently in common difcourfe 
Captain Cinnamon), who receives and is anfwer- 
able to the Company for all the Cinnamon, He 
is likewife veiled with authority to try and puniffi 
offences of a deeper die. 

The barking of Cinnamon is performed in 
the following manner : Firft, a good Cinnamon- 
tree is looked out for, and chofen by the leaves 
and other charafteriftics : thofe branches which 
are three years old, are lopped off with a com- 
mon crooked pruning knife. Secondly, From 
the twigs that have been lopped off, the outfide 
pellicle ( epidermis ) of the bark is fcraped off 
O 4 with 
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with another knife, which is convex on one edge, 
and concave on the other, with a (harp point at 
the end, and fharp at both edges. Thirdly, 
After the bark has been fcraped, the twigs are 
ripped up longways with the point of the knife, 
and the bark gradually loofened from them with 
the convex edge of the knife, till it can be en- 
tirely taken off. Fourthly, The bark being 
peeled off, is gathered up together, feveral fmaller 
tubes or quills of it are inferted into the larger, 
and thus fpread out to dry, when the bark of its 
own accord rolls itfelf up ftill clofer together, 
and is then tied up in bundles, and finally carried 
off. All thefe offices are not performed by one 
fingle man, but the labour is divided among 
feveral. The Schjalias afterwards deliver the 
Cinnamon into ftore-houfes, eredted in feveral 
places by the Company, for thatpurpofe, whither 
.it is. either carried by porters, or, where there 
are any rivers, tranfported in boats. Each bundle 
is at this time bound .round with three flender 
rattans, and weighs about thirty pounds. In the 
ftore-houfes thefe bundles are laid up in heaps, a 
feparate heap for each village, and covered with 
baften mats. 

When the lhips are afterwards ready to take 
in their lading of Cinnamon, it is packed up, 
after lmving previoufiy undergone an examina- 
tion. Each bundle is then made nearly of the 
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length of four feet, and is weighed off to eighty-- 
five pounds neat : although it is afterwards mark- 
ed and reckoned for only eighty pounds; lb 
that five pounds are allowed for lofs by drying 
during the voyage. Subfequently to its being 
well fecured and tied hard round with cords, the 
bundle is afterwards fewed up in two facks, the 
one within the other, on which latter are marked 
its weight and the place where it was packed up. 
Thele facks ought not to be made of fail-cloth, 
or linen, but of wool, or luch as in India bear 
the name of Gunjefakken , from which the Cin- 
namon receives no injury in the tranlportation. 

From the ftore-houfes the facks of Cinnamon 
are carried to the fhips, and after they have been 
flowed in there with other goods, loofe black 
pepper is fprinkled over them, to fill up every 
hole and interflice. The pepper, which is of a 
dry and hot quality, attracts to itfelf, during the 
voyage, the moiflure of the Cinnamon, and has 
been found, by thefe means, not only to preferve 
the Cinnamon in its original goodnefs, but even 
to increafe its ftrength. 

Cinnamon-plantations, towards the end of the 
fixth, and beginning of the feventh decennium, 
of the prefent century, have, by the wife, pro- 
vident, and iinwearied exertions of Governor 
Falck, been eftablifhed infeveral places, where 
many thoufands of trees have been reared in 

fandy 
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fandy ground, which is the foil the heft adapted 
of any to Cinnamon. At Situwaka , which lies on 
the boundaries between the Emperor’s domains 
in Candi and the territories of the Company, 
there are very large Cinnamon-grounds, from 
whence Cinnamon has been already three times 
barked, and from which likewife this year a 
quantity was fent to Europe. At Pafs, which is a 
country-feat belonging to the Governor, not far 
from Colombo, and even out before the town and 
fortrefs of Columbo itfelf, one may fee ftmilar 
plantations. At Knlture and Mature I had now 
an opportunity of feeing with my own eyes ex- 
ceedingly large plantations of Cinnamon, which 
had been eftablifhed two or three years before. 
When all thefe and feveral more of the fame 
kind fhall have attained their full growth, it 
will be inconceivably more convenient for the 
Dutch Eaft-India Company to fetch their Cin- 
namon from a garden, where the trees Hand 
at proper diftances and in rows, than for the 
Sehjalias to creep about far and wide in the 
pathlcfs woods to feek and procure it. Add to 
this, that the Cinnamon in the woods is greatly 
reduced in quantity, compared to former times ; 
which is partly owing to this, that the portions 
of land which yielded the befi Cinnamon have 
been taken for other ufes, and partly, that the 

Cinnamon- 
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.Cinnamon-trees in the wild forefts were left with- 
out any guard. 

November 13 th, We fet out from Mature on 
our return home, and arrived on the 14th, in 
the morning, at Gale. 

On the 1 6 th, fetting out from Gale, we tra- 
velled farther on our road homewards, and ar- 
rived at Columbo on the 1 9th following. 

After the Cinnamon in Columbo has been 
packed up, the diftilling of the oils commence. 
Oil of Cinnamon, the deareft and molt excellent 
of oils, is diftilled no where but in the Com- 
pany’s Laboratory in Columbo, from the frag- 
ments and fmall pieces of Cinnamon, which, 
break off and fall from it, during the packing 
of it. This dull and refufe is laid in large tubs, 
and a quantity of water is poured upon it, fuffi- 
cient to cover it completely. In this manner it 
is left in feveral different tubs, which are got 
ready in daily fucceffion, for fix or eight days 
together, to macerate. One of thefe tubs com- 
monly holds one hundred pounds weight of Cin- 
namon-duft. All this is poured, a little at a 
time, into a copper alembic, and drawn off with 
a flow fire. The water, called Aqua Cinnamomi , 
then comes over quite white, nearly of the colour 
of milk, together with the oil, which floats at 
top in the open glafs-recipient placed underneath. 
A tub is diftilled off every four-and-twenty hours. 

During 
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During the whole time of.diftilling, two Com- 
miflfaries, or Members of the Council of Juftice, 
are appointed to be alternately prefent, although 
this is not precifelythe cafe: but they come nioftly 
every time that the oil is to be feparated from the 
water. Upon this the oil is poure’d into a bottle, 
which the CommifTaries leal, and keep in a cheft, 
which is likewife fealed by them. In this man- 
ner the Apothecary cannot have accefs to em- 
bezzle any, unlels he takes care to provide him- 
felf with fome out of the recipient, before the 
CommifTaries attend. I was at great pains to 
afcertain, how much oil is procured from a 
hundred weight of Cinnamon-duft, but conftantly 
without effe.61; as it is againft the Apothecary’s 
intereft to let this be known. Thus much how- 
ever is certain, that Cinnamon does not yield 
much oil, in proportion to other fpices, and that 
therefore fuch Cinnamon as is ufeful, cannot be 
employed for this purpofe ; but only the refufe> 
that cannot be fent to Europe. The oiLwas fold 
here on the fpot for nine and three-fourths of 
a Dutch ducat per ounce. It is in the prefent 
cafe of a pale yellow colour, and not of a dark 
brown, whicn it generally is, when extracted 
from the coarfer kind of Cinnamon. The other 
parts of the Cinnamon-tree, befides the bark, 
are neither ul'ed for Cinnamon, nor yet for Oil. 
The wood of the tree is of a loofe and porous 
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texture, and handfome enough: when fawed 
into planks, it is fometimes manufactured into 
Caddies, and the like ; but its fcent does not 
fecure it from the attacks of worms. 

Jan Lopes was the name given to the Boerhavia 
diffufdy that muft not be confounded with the 
radix Lopes , which is brought hither from the 
Coaft of Malabar, and of which this year was 
fent to Europe by the homeward-bound fhips, 
for the firft time, on the Company’s account, 
about three hundred pounds weight. 

Moringa-root , with Long Pepper ( Piper Ion gum') 
pounded and laid on the part affedted, was made 
ufe of here as a veficatory, to raile blifters. 

Calaminder was the name given to a fort of 
wood, which has a very handfome appearance, 
and of which I faw among the Dutch feveral 
elegant pieces of houfehold furniture ; as, for 
inftance, Bureaus, Chairs, Tables, Sofas, Boxes, 
Cafkets, &c. Thefe took a polifh as fmooth as 
a looking-glafs. The wood is fo hard, that 
edge-tools cannot work it, but it muft be rafped, 
and almoft ground into fhape ; and indeed it 
very rarely holds together with any kind of glue. 
It is exceedingly fine, and at the fame time 
brittle In. the Cingalefe language, Calaminder 
is faid to fig ’fv a black flaming tree. The 
heart, or woody part of it, is extremely hand- 
dome, with whitifh or pale yellow and black or 

brown 
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brown veins, ftreaks, and waves. In the root 
thefe waves are faid to be clofer and darker j 
for which reafon the nearer a piece is taken from 
the root, the more valuable it is deemed ; fince 
higher up in the ftem of the tree, the waves are 
thinner and paler, The extremities of the tree, 
to within one-third or half of it, are faid to be 
fit for nothing, but to be thrown away. Ants 
are faid not to damage it at all. I could not 
get to fee the tree myfelf ; but from the deferip- 
tion I received of it, it is very tall, and fome- 
tirnes fo thick that three or four men cannot 
encompals it. From a fpecimen of the twigs 
which I lent feme Cingalefe to gather for me in 
the fbrefts, I faw that it was a Diofpyrus ebenum, 
or the fame tree from which black ebony is 
procured* 

Tame ferpents are carried about by the Ma- 
labars, or Snake-Enchanters, as they are called, 
who, for a moderate gratuity, make them dance 
and play all manner of tricks. The owner careffes 
them, and often takes them up in his hands, and 
fometimes provokes them to bite. When the 
mailer plays upon a little pipe, the ferpent rears its 
head, and twills it about in various directions to a 
regular Dine and meafure. Thefe conjurors llroll 
about the country and in the towns, in the fame 
manner as tire Germans and Savoyards do in 

Europe, 
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Europe, in order to pick up a livelihood with 
bears and monkies. 

Serpent-Hones, which were in great repute, as 
infallible antidotes againft the bite of Serpents, I 
made diligent enquiries after, in order to learn the 
mode of preparing them. Such were frequently 
brought me, and were kept up for a fufficient 
length of time at a high price ; fo that thofe 
which I bought up at firfl were well paid : at 
laH, after I had refolved not to purchafe any 
more, and other cuHomers were become fcarce, 
I procured them a very cheap bargain ; info- 
much that I was afterwards enabled, on my ar- 
rival at the Cape of Good Elope, to let my 
friends have them at a rix-dollar a piece. The 
Hone is prepared by art, large, and nearly of 
the fame fhape as a bean, although in fize and 
fhape thefe Hones are feldom found alike. It is 
moft commonly roundifh or fomewhat inclining 
to the oblong form, with obtule edges, on one 
fide as nearly as poffible flat, and on the other, 
fomewhat convex. It is prepared from the a Ikes 
of a certain root, which is burned, and from a 
particular fort of earth, faid to be found near Diu. 
Thefe two ingredients being mixed together, are 
burned a fecond time, and reduced to a dough, 
which is then moulded into the form of a ferpent- 
itone, and dried. All have not the fame colour; 
thofe which have been moft burned, being of a 
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lighter, and thofe which are lefs burned, of a 
darker grey : molt frequently they are variegated 
with black and grey fpots. The Hone is pierced 
through with fine holes* which however may 
often be feen with the naked eye, and it is at 
rhe fame time fo brittle* that it will fly in pieces* 
if it be let fall on a Hone-floor. When a man 
happens to be bit by a ferpent* one of thefe 
Hones is laid upon the wound* over which it is 
bound tight* and left there, till all its pores are 
filled with the extradited poifon. In this cafe it is 
faid to drop off of its own accord* like a glutted 
leech ; and if it be then fteeped in fweet milk* 
the poifon is fuppofed to be extradited from it 
upon which the Hone may be applied afrelh to the 
wound, in cafe the patient is of opinion that any 
poifon remains behind. They attribute likewife 
here great virtue to this Hone in malignant fevers, 
even in putrid fevers, if a fmall quantity of it, 
being feraped fine, is taken in wine. I was in- 
formed that counterfeit ferpentine Hones are made 
in imitation of the real ones, but which poffefs 
no virtue, and therefore great attention ought to 
be employed in the examination of thofe which 
are genuine, and which may be known by the 
circumffance of their faffening on the palate and' 
forehead,, when one is warm, and likewife that 
on being put into water, they fend up in a fhort 
time.feveral fmall bubbles. 


Cocoa- 
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Cocoa-nuts., from the Maldives, or as they 
are called, the Zee-Calappers, are faid to be 
annually brought hither by certain meffengers 
from thence, and prefented, among other things, 
to the Governor. The kernel of this fruit, 
which greatly refembles the kernel of the ordi- 
nary Cocoa-nut, is looked upon here as a very 
efficacious antidote. They take of it half or 
even a whole drachm. It is deemed a fovereign 
remedy againft the Flux, the Epilepfy, and 
Apoplexy. The inhabitants of the Maldives 
call it Tavarcare , and it feems to belong to the 
genus of BcraJJus. 

From the ordinary Cocoa-nuts, which formed 
the daily food of the Indians, was preffed, in 
many places, a great quantity of oil. The Co- 
coa-nut was broken in pieces intire and in the 
ftate in which it came from the tree, between 
two cylinders. The oil, as long as it is freffi, 
is very mild, and is ufed for the table, in lamps, 
and for various other purpofes, both by Euro- 
peans and Indians. From the fibrous hulk, 
which invelopes the nut, was generally prepared 
cordage for floops, and other ufes, and even 
what to me feemed very fingular, ftrong cables, 
for the ufe and fcrvice of the Dutch Ihips, when 
they lie in the harbour off this ifland. 

The Indians, who have fuch a number of 
poilonous animals, juices, and fruits in their 
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country, are likewile richly provided with anti- 
dotes j among which they reckon the lignum 
Colubrmm , Ophiorhiza, Mungo s, to which the 
Moors add the Rhinoceros's -born. 

The Moors conduct themfelves in the Churches 
(or Mo/qua) very devoutly and with great de- 
corum. With the moft exemplary devotion they 
offer up their prayers, during which I never once 
faw them turn their heads afide, and ftill dels 
offer to converle with each other. In this refpect 
they might well ferve as a pattern to Chriftians, 
who but too often behave with very little decorum 
in the houle of God, and frequently offer up 
their prayers with fo little devotion, that a Moor 
would be apt to imagine, the whole of their 
divine fervice to be a mere paftime. 

On account of the extenfive trade which Co- 
lumbo carries on with the whole coafb of the 
Continent, as likewile in confequence of the vafb 
numbers of Moors, who relide here on account 
of this commerce, I had abundant opportunities 
of procuring a variety of fcarce and current 
Indian Coins. 

Among the Cingalefe Coins was one very re- 
markable, on account of its form, and it was 
even faid to be current on the Coafts of Malabar 
and Coromandel. It was ftruck, as I was in- 
formed, by the Emperor in Candi, of various 
fizes and value, and was commonly called Laryn . 

It 
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It confifts of a filver-cylinder, hammered out, 
which in the middle is bent together, the ends 
being afterwards turned up like a hook, and the 
upper end diftinguifhed either with certain letters, 
or ftars, or elfe with engravings. One of them 
which I procured by barter, coft twelve Dutch 
llivers, and another of a fmaller fize nine j both 
of them were of fine filver. 

In fome parts of Ceylon was dug up out of 
the earth itfelf a copper coin lefs than a farthing, 
but rather thicker, with an impreffion upon it, 
and Malabar chara&ets. It was fuppofed to be 
a Malabar Coin, which was formerly current 
here. 

Among the poorer fort of people were very 
current Copper Coins of the Dutch Company, 
of different fizes, and of that kind which bears 
upon one fide the Company’s arms. 

Otherwife the moft current Coin in traffic be- 
tween the Europeans and Indians, were Rupees 
of gold and filver and Pagodas. T he Rupees 
were here of different forts, being ftruck by 
feveral Princes, and confifted of whole, hal£ 
and ftill fmaller pieces. Pagodas , which are 
feldom feen in the Eaflen part of India, were 
here extremely common. They are, with very 
little exception, the only Coin which bears any 
impreffion, and die gold in them is mixed with 
a fmall proportion of copper, They contain, 
P 2 on 
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on the nearcft average, a Ducat, and pafs for 
two Rix-dollars, one Sliver, Dutch money. On 
the one fide they are convex, and on the other 
fomewhat flatter, refembling in appearance a 
peppermint-drop. One fide has a figure upon 
it, and the other fide, in thofe which are moft 
current in the Dutch Factories, has only fome 
emboflfed dots, whilft thofe which pafs in trade 
in the Englifh Factories, have a ftar. Great 
caution is neceffary not to be impofed upon with 
fhefe Pagodas, as a great many counterfeit ones 
are in circulation, and are fo ftrongly gilt, that 
it is difficult to diftinguifh them from the true 
ones, except by the found. 

A Pagoda, with the image of an Elephant 
upon one fide, was very fcarce to be met with. 
It was faid to be of great antiquity, and was 
larger than .the common fort, and at the lame 
time confided of fine gold. 

The Pagodas of Majfulipatnam, which are 
brought hither, from Coromandel, where they 
are current, have three figures upon them, con- 
fift of fine gold, and are both .in wffiole pieces, 
and divided, into eighteen parts; 

T\\t Mangalor -Pago das are of two forts, the 
one old, having characters on the reverie, and 
•the other current, .with a moon on the reverfe, 
.and damped with two images .on the oppofite 
c fide ; 
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fide ; it is of fine gold, and is met with in whole 
and half pieces.. 

TJie fmall Coin, for change, which otherwife 
was made ufe of here, and was likewife current on 
the Coafts of Malabar and Coromandel, confifted 
either in very fmall gold and filver Coin, called 
Fanunt , or in copper Coins of various fizes, 
which have been ftruck by the Factories efta- 
blifned by the Europeans. 

The Fanums were all fmall and thin, of gold 
mixed with copper, and of filver, ftruck at feve- 
ral places, and by different Princes on the Con-* 
tinent. They were marked with feveral lines 
and dots on both fides. The value of them 
varied, according to their different contents and 
ftze. r 

Among the copper Coins were feveral diffe- 
rent forts, ftruck by Dutch, Engliih, French, 
and Danes, of various lizes, thicknefs, impref- 
fions, and value. Some of thefe were likewife 
ftruck in filver at Madras, Pondicherry, and 
Tranquebar. To give a minute delcription of 
all thefe, would be too tedious and prolix ; for 
which reafon I fhali rather referve them for a 
feparate Treatife on Indian Coins. 

Two leaden Coins, fomewhat larger than the 
Javanefe, were likewife brought hither from 
Malabar ; one- of them with a round, the other 
with a fquare hole in the middle, 
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As were likewife two copper Coins, called 
Dudu, or Baifa, with the figure of an elephant 
on one fide, the one of a larger, the other of 
a fomewhat fmaller fize. 

The Cingalefe Ape {Simla Silenus?') is called 
Rollewai, and is kept by many perfons tame in 
their houfes. He is eafily tamed. When he 
fees any of his acquaintance, he direftly comes 
jumping to him, fawns upon him, grins, and 
with a peculiar kind of cry teftifies his joy. He 
is of a very friendly and gentle nature, and is 
very loth to bite any one, unlefs he is immode- 
rately irritated. If any one kifles and carefles 
a child, he feeks to do the fame ; if you beat a 
child in his prefence, he rears himfelf up on his 
hind legs, grins and howls in a wretched manner, 
and, if let loofe, will attack the party that beats 
the child. He leaps fafter than he runs, becaufe 
his hind legs are longer. He eats fruit of every 
kind, as for inftance, cocoa-nuts, apples, pears, 
greens, potatoes, bread, &c. He is very deli- 
cate and tender, with refpedl to his tail, which 
is longer than his body. In fize he is nearly 
upon a par with the Lemur Catta , or fomewhat 
larger. His body is entirely grey j although the 
colour fometimes borders more upon black, and 
fometimes more upon white, the latter particu- 
larly when he is old. His face is blackifh, bald, 
and very little fhaded with hair. The beard 

upon 
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upon his chin and cheeks is white, and turned 
backwards ; on the chin and upper lip it is fhort, 
but upon the cheeks it is upwards of an inch in 
length, and Hands erefl towards his ears, which 
are in fome meafure covered with it in front. 
His hands and feet are blackifh, and naked ; his 
nails long and blunt ; the tiiumb detached and 
fhort. The breech has hard tuberofities, which 
are bare. The tail is round, tapering towards 
the extremity, hairy, and longer than the whole 
body, fo that the animal can twill it round and 
hold himfelf by it among the branches of the 
trees. The tips of the ears are rounded off, 
almoft bare of hair, and black. When he fits 
down, he always keeps his hands crofled ovei 
each other. I had one on board in my voyage 
homeward, but could not keep him alive, as he 
died on our coming into a colder climate, juft 
before the Cape of Good Hope ; he is exceed- 
ingly tender, not being able to fupport the leaft 
degree of cold. 
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December 7th, I made a fecond journey from 
Columbo to Mature, at the inftigation of the 
Governor, to vifit Count Rantzow ’ s Lady, who 
P 4 laboured 
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laboured under a fevere and tedious illnefs. Count 
Rantzow was Comptroller of this Fattory of the 
Company, and Ihewed me great favours during 
the few weeks of my abode here. I travelled 
both day and night in a palanquin, borne by 
twelve ftout Moors, who fupported the whole 
journey, without refling, fo that I made the 
journey in the fpace of three days. 

I daily made excurfions in the vicinity of this 
place, and as the precious Hones of the ifland 
are found and dug up more efpeciaily in thefe 
parts, I procured the proper intelligence, as well 
concerning the different kinds of them, as the 
manner in which they are fought for and made 
ufe of. Several of them are exported to Europe, 
quite in their rough Hate, but the major part 
are polifhed and fometimes fet here, and after- 
wards-fold in India itfelf. It was generally the 
occupatioft of . the poorer fort of Moors to cut 
and polifli them, which was done upon a plate 
of lead, and for a very moderate charge. I 
purchafed cf the Moors fuch forts as were to be 
met with, not only in their polifhed, but like- 
wife in their rough Hate ; the latter, in order to 
be preferved among other colleftions of Foffils. ’ 
At firft I was obliged to pay very dear for them, 
efpeciaily as I then had my choice of them, and 
felected them, as I pleafed ■, but in the fequel I 

found. 
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found, that I could procure them much cheaper, 
by taking them one with another in the lump. 

The Minerals and precious Stones which I had 
an opportunity of meeting with and collecting, 
were the following, viz. 

Iron-ore is found interlarded in earth and clay, 
and that fometimes to a considerable depth under 
ground. It is melted in crucibles over a fire, 
which is blown with two bellows. The Scoria is 
Separated from it with tongs made exprefsly for 
the purpofe, and the melted mafs is poured into 
a mould made of clay, after which it is purified 
farther, and forged for Smaller uSes. 

Mica (or Glimmer) in large laminated mafies, 
is called Mirinan by the Cingalefe. The fliivers 
of this are ufed for ornamenting Talpats or Um- 
brellas, made of large Talpat ( Licuala ) leaves. 

Plumbago , called by the Cingalefe Kalu Mi- 
niran , is found along with Mica, at the foot of 
mountains, in clay and red earth, moil fre- 
quently at a considerable depth. Plumbago is 
fometimes likewife met with by itfelf in a dry foil. 

Stahlftein , or cryftailized Pyrites, which con- 
tains a little copper, is ufed for making buttons of. 

In Ceylon all Such Stones as are transparent 
and Sufficiently hard to take a poliffi by grinding, 
are called precious Stones. TheSe are known 
to the Moors from Malabar and Mogol, as like- 
wise to the Cingalefe and the Dutch that live in 

their 
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their country, by the following Dutch, Malabar, 
and Cingalefe names : 

The Ruby, Robyn, Malab. Elinges Chcgeppu , 
and Cingal. Lankaratte ; is a genuine Ruby. 

The Amethyfi, Malab. and Cingal. Scuandi ■, 
is a purple-coloured Mountain Cryftal. 

Robals, Malab. Raima, Cingal. Raw a ; are 
fmall tranfparent Garnets of a dark-red colour. 

Hyacinths, which are made to pafs for Rubies. 

The Red Tourmalin, Malab. Pani turemali, 
Cingal. Penni turemali ; is a Quartz inclining to 
a red colour. 

The Blue Saphire, Malab. Nilem, and Cingal. 
Nile ; is a genuine blueifh coloured Saphire, 
frequently with blue fpots. 

The Blue Tourmalin, Malab. and Cingal. Nile 

J o 

turemali \ is a Quartz, in colour inclining a little 
to blue. 

The Green Saphire, in the Malabar and Cin- 
galefe languages called Patje Padian , is a genuine 
Saphire. 

The Green Tourmalin, or Maturefe Diamond, 
Malab. and Cingal. Patje Turemali, is a name 
given both to Chryfolites with tetraedal prilms, 
and even fometimes to the Chryfopras. 

The Topaz, Malab. Purejjeragen, and Cingal. 
Purperagan, is a genuine Topaz. 

The Cinnamon-fione, Cingal. and Malab. Ko- 
medegam, is a fine flame-coloured or yellowifh- 
brown Garnet. 


The 
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The Yellow Tourmalin , or Maturefe Diamond, 
Malab. and Cingal. Kaneke Tur email, is a Topez 
of a greenifh-yellow colour. 

The White Tourmalin , or Maturefe Diamond, 
Malab. and Cingal. Sudu Turemali , is a Topaz 
of a pale yellow colour. 

The White Cryftal, Malab. Wide Palingu , 
Cingal. Sudu Palingu , is a tranfparent and colour- 
'lefs mountain Cryftal. 

White Saphires, or Water-Saphires, Malab. 
Wide Padj an, Cingal. Sudu Padjan, are fmall 
fragments and fhivers of the moil tranlparent 
white mountain Cryflals. 

The Taripo, is a milk-coloured Quartz. 

The Yellow Cryftal , Malab. Many el Palingu , 
Cingal. Kaha Palingu , is a lighter coloured fmoky 
Topaz. 

The Brown Cryftal, Malab. and Cingal. Tillia 
Palingu, is a fmoky mountain Cryftal, or a dark 
coloured fmoky Topaz. 

The Black Cryftal, Malab. Karte Palingu, 
Cingal. Kallu Palingu, partly in cryflals, partly 
in fragments, is die Eledtrical Tourmalin of 
Ceylon. 

The Cat's-eye, Malab. and Cingal. Wairodi, is 
a Pfeudo-Opal. 

The Ruby is more or lefs ripe, which, accord- 
ing to the Indian mode of expreffion, means, 
more or lefs high-coloured. The Amethyft is 

violet. 
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violet, but the Ruby is red, and for . the moll 
part blood-red. The deeper red the .colour, 
the larger the Hone, and the clearer it is without 
any flaw, fo much the greater is its value. How- 
ever they are feldom found here of any confider- 
able fize, for the molt part they are fmall, fre- 
quently of the fize of particles of gravel, grains 
of barley, &c. The higher the colour, the 
clearer and more tranfparent they are. The 
unripe are not fo clear, and fometimes thofe that 
are more faturated, are found with fpots or {breaks 
in them ; lbme of thefe latter approach very near 
to a violet colour. Moil of them are round and 
flat, from having been agitated and rolled about 
in the water; fomelhave found cryftallized with 
eight fides, of which four were broad, and four 
very fmall, and terminated by two points, con- 
fiding of four fides each. The Moors fay that 
thefe approach neareft to the Diamond in hard-t 
nefs, and poiilli them, in order to render them 
fit for being fet in rings. 

The Amethyfl is, in fact, no other than- a 
violet-coloured mountain-cryfta], which differs 
very much in the degrees in which it is coloured. 
Among thefe one finds fojne that are almoft white, 
with fo faint a tinge of violet, that, if they were 
found by themfelves, one would rather take them 
for mountain-cryitals, efpecially one that was no 
great connoiffeur in thefe matters. Others are 

found 


SECOND JOURNEY TO MATURE. 221 

found to be tinged towards one end ; ethers only 
in the middle, and others again in Ipots and 
patches, and that in a greater or lefs degree. 
Some are l'o lkturated, that, , when they lie on a 
table, they appear almolt black, and exhibit, 
when held up to the light, a very beautiful 
violet colour. Frequently as well the fpots. as 
the ftreaks are feen to be in fome parts paler and 
in others of a more faturated colour, in (pecks 
and patches. They are of various lizes, feldom 
fo large as a walnut, and for the molt part very 
fmall. The larger they are, the paler and the 
lefs coloured they are, and therefore the left 
valued and efteemed. The fmall ones have in 
general the deepelt colour, but yet are of no 
great value, as they furnifh only fmall Hones for 
cutting. The deareft and molt valuable are 
thofe which are high-coloured, without flaws, 
and of fome tolerable fize. The more faturated 
the. colour is in them, the more ripe they are 
called, and on the other hand unripe, the paler 
they are. It is beyond a doubt, that thele 
were originally in a fluid Hate, and previous to 
their cryltallization, were tinged with a violet 
colour, which incorporated itfelf either with a 
part, or elfe with the whole of the fluid. Some 
are found rounded off at the angles, and by- the 
rolling about in the water have contracted a high 
polilh j others are of an irregular figure, broken 
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on every fide, frequently with deep and large 
imprefiions ; fome have fix fides, and one hexa- 
gonal point. Not one was I able to find quite 
perfeCt and undamaged. It is very feldom that 
one meets with any which have both their ends ; 
though even in that cafe they have always re- 
ceived fome damage from external violence. 
Some have very long violet ftreaks variegated 
with ftreaks of white. The largeft are generally 
cut into buttons for waiftcoats, which, in the 
Eaft-Indies, it is much the falhion to wear of 
white linen ; and thofe that are of an inferior 
fize, are manufactured into jacket and fleeve- 
buttons. 

The Robot is a dark-red ftone, darker than the 
Ruby, and not fo hard. It appears moft opaque 
in a lying pofition, when it is highly faturated. 
Thefe are rnoftly found in fmall pieces, which 
are rounded off at the angles, and worn fmooth 
by friCtion. They are cut for fetting in rings, 
and are frequendy expofed to fale for Rubies. 

Hyacinths are fmall yellowifh-brown or reddifh 
prifms, which, as well as Robals, are frequently 
offered for fale under the denomination of Rubies. 

The Red Tourmalin , when laid down upon a 
table or Other fupport, appears dark and opaque, 
but, being held againft the light, is of a pale 
red hue. The largeft I could procure are of the 
fize of a pea, but moft of them are fmaller, 

about 
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about the lize of a grain of rice. Here and 
there I met with one cryftallized, but in general 
they are always damaged and imperfedt. They 
feem to have had four fimilar fides on their 
oblong column, and a quadrangular pyramid. 
Moft of them are worn lmooth and polilhed 
from their agitation in the water. The colour 
is in general equally diftributed in every part, 
and feldom paler or more faturated in one place 
than in another. 

The Blue Saphire is, as well as other Cingalefc 
coloured Hones, ripe or unripe in different de- 
grees, that is, more or lefs of a deep blue caff. 
Sometimes they are fo pale, that they almoft 
exhibit the appearance of water, and it is more 
feldom that they are dark blue. They are how r - 
ever more uniformly coloured than Amethyfts, 
without Ipots and ftreaks ; although I faw one 
which was quite of a light blue colour at one 
end, and dark blue at the other. All thofe which 
I faw had been worn fmooth by their agitation in 
the water, into round and various other Ihapes. 
I have met with one as large as a hazle-nut ; but 
moft of them are many times fmaller. They are 
all made ufe of, when cut, for buttons and rings. 

The Blue Tourmalin is nothing but a Quartz, 
with a tinge of blue. 

The Green Saphire occurs of a bright green, a 
greenilh, and a pale whitifh colour, and is a 

genuine 


i 
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genuine Saphire, which, as well as the former, 
is fit for cutting, and applied to that purpofe. 

The Green Tourmalin is of a dark hue, fome- 
times bordering a little upon yellow, fometimes 
upon blue, fometimes upon green, and molt fre- 
quently upon black. It is in not a few inftances 
tranlparent, in others covered with an opaque lur- 
face ; fometimes it is totally opaque, like Shirl, of 
a firming and frequently tortuous fracture, with 
many flaws longways and acrofs. Sometimes it is 
found in a cryftallized ftate, with an oblong fhaft 
of four fimilar Tides, and a quadrangular point, but 
moftly occurs worn down and broken in thick or 
thin pieces of an irregular form, fometimes as large* 
as a walnut, fometimes as fmall as groats. The 
Green, or Chryfoprafe is beautiful, of a gral's- 
green colour, clear and tranfparent, and is ufed 
for cutting. This is the mineral properly called 
Green Tourmalin, although this name is like- 
wile given to feveral other fpecies. 

The Topaz , properly fo called, occurs moftly 
in yellowifh fplinters, and is a more or lefs dark 
genuine Topaz. 

The Cinnamon-fione derives its name from its 
colour, which in fome mealure refembles the 
oil drawn from the beft and fineft Cinnamon. 
It is not however always alike, but more or lefs 
pale, or of a deep orange-colour. One feldom 
finds any of thefe ftones of a confiderable fize, 
• - , which 
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which are undamaged ; but they are in general, 
even the fmall ones, cracked longways and acrofs, 
which deftroys their clearnefs, and renders them 
unfit for cutting. Thefe flaws occafion it to fall 
into fquares and oblique laminae. Sometimes it 
rcfembles, in fome meafure, Gum Benzoe. When 
cut) it produces very beautiful Hones, efpecially 
for rings, ftock and other buckles. 

The Yellow Tourmalin is called likewife Tour- 
malin Topaz, by the Moors, becaufe it fome- 
times bears a great refemblance in colour to the 
Topaz. In appearance it is very much like 
Amber. Some are more faturated or ripe, almoft 
of an orange colour ; fome are of a paler and 
fome of a whitifh yellow. I never law it in a 
cryftallized Hate, but always worn fmooth, by 
being agitated in the water, and from the fize 
of a grain of rice to that of a pea. They are 
cut for the purpofe of letting in rings, and are 
exceedingly handfome. 

The IVhite Tourmalin is that which is properly 
called the Maturefe Diamond. It is more or left 
white, almoft always of the colour of milk, fo 
that its tranlparency is not perfedlly clear. For 
this reafon it is frequently calcined in the fire, 
in confequence of which the colour vanifhes, 
and the ftone becomes much clearer, although 
not perfectly white. It is then enveloped in 
fine lime, and burned with rice-chaff (oryza). 
VOL. IV. CL One 
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One often finds pieces which have fpots or ftreaks 
in them. They are moftly found worn fmooth 
by the water, and fometimes cryftallized, with 
an oblong fhaft, which has four fimilar fides and 
a tetraedral point. It is cut for letting in rings, 
elpecially for a border round other larger ftones, 
and for fteeve and fmall jacket-buttons. It is 
among the mod common ftones in Ceylon, and 
not extremely dear. 

White cryftal is found here both cryftallized 
and worn fmooth by the v/atcr, in uneven, flat, 
and long pieces, full of pits and hollows. The 
colour is clear, more or lefs of a watery hue, or 
Ihining white. The fmaller pieces I have often 
feen with their column and pyramids. The 
larger ones have been generally worn fmooth by 
agitation in the water. It fometimes is of the 
fize of two doubled fifts. Of it are cut waift- 
coat and jacket-buttons, ftones for buttons, for 
drawers, and for fetting in fhoe-buckles, &c. 

Water-Saphire is the name of a ftone, which 
very much refembles white cryftal, but, when 
viewed againft the light, is both clearer and 
whiter ; it is elpecially diftinguilhable by its 
hardnefs, in which it furpafifes the Cryftals. I 
could never procure any of thole which had their 
fides and points, but they had always been worn 
down by the water into lhapelefs pieces, or elfe 
flat and rounded off, with a rugged furface, full of 
3 fmall 
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fhiall impreffions like dots. The large ft I faw 
had been of the fize of a walnut. They are much 
dearer than Cryftals, and are cut for waiftcoat 
and jacket-buttons, and for ihoe-buckles. 

Taripo is the name given in Ceylon to a white 
ftone, which in all probability is nothing more 
than a Quartz or white Cryftal. Its colour is 
pure white, or fomewhat of a watery caft, but 
not fo clear and tranlparent as the Cryftal, but 
rather like a Quartz. I have never feen it 
cryftallized, but always in fhapelels lumps. 
Of thefe likewife ftones are cut for letting. 

The Yellow Cryftal is probably the fame as 
the white, only with this diftindtion, that it ap- 
pears of a difagreeable yellowilh colour. I never 
faw it cryftallized, but always worn down fmooth 
by the agitation of the water into round pieces, 
with a rough knobby furface. 

The Brown Cryftal diftinguilhes itlelf from 
the former merely by its being of a blackilh caft, 
or of the colour of pale ink. When laid down 
upon any fubftance, it does not feem to be tranf- 
parent, but may be feen through, if viewed 
againft the light. The Ipecimens I faw were 
always rounded off in pieces as large as a large 
hazle-nut or fmall walnut, in confequence of the 
agitation they had undergone in the water. The 
furface is rough, in confequence of the fine dots 
impreffed on it, and a grey cruft, which fome- 
Q_2 7 times 
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times renders it impervious to the light, wiierf 
in its intire ftate, although the inline is tranf- 
parent, as appears when the Hone is broken in 
pieces. It is cut into buttons for drawers, and 
other ufcs„ 

The Black Cryjlal is a quite black, fiiining,- 
but not tranfparent Shirk It is often found 
broken into lhapelefs pieces, round or oblong, 
being worn fmooth by agitation in the water. 
It is of a lliining fra&ure, and falls into llate- 
like fhiversy which are tranlparent at the edges. 
Of this I have feen pieces as large as a walnut, 
and others quite fmall, like a pea. Some I was 
able to meet with,- which were cryltalline, al- 
though not altogether undamaged, with fix dif- 
fimilar fides and an obtufe triangular point. They 
are cut and polilhed for buttons, which are worn 
upon jackets and upon the clothes of thofe who- 
are in mourning. They bear a great refemblance 
to canel-coa! buttons. This Cryftal is very- 
common, and not of any great price or value. 

I could not obferve, that the Indians were ac- 
quainted with its electrical properties, which 
they never denote by the name of Tourmalin, 
but beftow that denomination upon feveral other 
ipecies. 

Cat's -eye is the name given to a very hard 
ftone, which approaches more or lefs to white or 
green, and is. femi-diaphanous, with a ftreak of 

the 
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the breadth of a line in the middle, which ftreak 
is much whiter than the ftone itfelf, and throws 
•its light to what fide l'oever this is turned. In 
-this refpedb therefore it refembles a -cat’s eye, 
whence it derives its name. The largeft I faw 
was of the fize of a hazle-nut, others are found 
•much fmaller. In its rough ftate it feems to hav-e 
no angles -nor figns of cryftallization. Its value 
is in proportion to its fize and purity, ©ne of 
the fize of a nut, without flaws and other im- 
perfections, is fometimes valued at fifty or fixty 
rix-dollars and upwards. They are cut convex 
and oblong, without faces, fo that the ftreak, 
which interfefts them, comes in the middle, and 
they are afterwards fet in rings, which are -worn 
by the Malabars and Moors. 

F rom thefe defcriptions it may be feen, that 
the ftone known in Europe, under the name of 
Tourmalin, and celebrated for its eleftrical 
virtues, is not known by the lame name to the 
Indians ; but that they denote by the word Tour- 
malin, feveral ftones, which poffefs no eleftrical 
properties, and -which are even of different fpecies, 

* -of different colours, and -of different degrees of 
tranfparency. 

Moll of thefe ftones I fliewecl to Profeffor 
Pergman, who very kindly furnifhed me with 
their mineralogical names. 

•0^,3 ft 
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It is chiefly the Moors who fell thele Hones in 
Columbo, Gale, and Mature, both in their rough 
Hate, and after they have been polifhed and fet : 
but a Hranger ought to be very cautious how he 
deals with them ; as well becaufe they are apt to 
afk extravagantly more than the ordinary price, 
as alfo becaufe they often impofe upon the pur- 
chafer with glafs-fluors and Hones cut by them, 
which they manage with fuch art and dexterity, 
that one that is not ufed to them is eafily duped. 

All thefe precious Hones, which are found in 
Ceylon, more efpecially occur in the region 
round Mature, in the vallies and at the foot of 
the mountains, in a compound of earth and fat 
clay. Several different forts are found in the 
fame foil and die fame place. Sometimes they 
are found likewife upon the furface of the earth, 
when they are walked off from the mountains by 
a violent rain or a Hrong current of water. 

In fome places one finds Hones without much 
trouble, at the depth of one, two, or three feet 
beneath the furface, whilH, on the other hand, 
in other places, one muH dig to the depth of 
twenty feet and more. When one is within the 
reach of water, the work goes on much eafier, 
becaufe the walhing can then take place upon 
the fpot ; the earth dug up being put into a large 
rattan-baflcet, which is kept in water, that the 
earth may be feparated. For this reafon, thofe 

pits 
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pits, which lie near rivulets, though they are not 
the richefi, are confidemd as the leaf!: trouble - 
fome. 

The digging of precious Hones in the circunv 
jacent difiridt of Mature is farmed out annually 
in the month of AuguH, to the highefi bidder, 
on account of the Dutch Eaft-India Company. 
In 1777 and 1778 a Moor is faid to have farmed 
it for 180 rix-dollars. The land farmed out for 
digging does not always lie in one contiguous 
ftretch or traft, but different fpots, fcattered up 
and down in different parts, are fought out, 
which are found to contain Hones. Before they 
are farmed out, thefe fpots are inlpedted by 
Commifiioners on the Company’s account. To 
fuch portions of land appertain frequently the 
gardens of the Cingalefe, which in this cafe are 
not free to be dug. One and the fame tradl of 
land can be hired out, and confequently dug 
feveral times. In general and chiefly Rich plots 
of ground are chofen for this purpofe, as lie con- 
tiguous to mountains, and more efpecially to 
rivulets, on account of the wafhing. After- 
wards die Farmer- General frequendy fells licences 
to feveral others to dig with a certain number 
of men ; for infiance, for fifteen rix-dollars, 
to thofe who employ ten men, and fo in pro- 
portion for five or twenty men. Thefe have 
the privilege of digging the w’hoie year, and 
Q^4 where- 
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whereever they pleafe, but not with more 
men than they pay for to the Farmer-General. 
Thofe who purchafe the privilege of digging, 
have, exckifive of this, to pay their diggers 
themfelves. What is got every month after 
digging and wafhing, is put into a bag, which 
is iealed up -and fent home to the Proprietor, 
who then has to feledt and arrange the ftones, 
which, with more or lels profit to himfelf, he 
has been able to acquire. 

The Ficus Religiofa is called by the Dutch 
Duyvel’s-boom, or Devil’s-tree, and by the Cin- 
galefe Bcga. The latter regard it as a facred 
tree, becaufe they believe that the God Budu 
repofes under it; for which real'on they never 
fell one of thefe trees, but, on the contrary, 
make their moft folema vows under it. When- 
ever they have taken an oath, or entered into 
any covenant under fuch a tree, one may reft 
allured of their obfervance of it. 

Leeches ( hirudines ) are found in abundance 
in the woods, efpecially near the fummit of a 
mountain. Thefe are of a reddifh-brown colour, 
of the thicknefs of a knitting-needle, and an inch 
in length. When one is walking in thefe places, 
they fallen on the feet, and can luck out the 
blood through two pair of cotton llockings. 
Count Rantzow informed me, that a European, 
on wfiom one of thefe leeches had fattened, 

pulled 
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pulled it forcibly off, and afterwards loft his life 
in confequence of that, and a negledt in the cure. 

The Hyfirix (or Porcupine) is found in plenty 
in the woods, and the Dutch frequently hunt this 
animal with dogs. His fharp quills faften in the 
bodies of the dogs, when they rufh too eagerly 
upon him, fo that it is not uncommon for them 
to lofe their lives in the purfuit. The animal 
makes its abode and burrow in the ground, the 
entrance to which is no larger than to admit a 
moderate-fized hunting-dog to creep into it, and 
drive the animal out at another aperture of the 
fame burrow. The Hyjlrix has frequently Be- 
zoar-ftones in its ftomach, which here, fcraped 
to a fine powder, are adminiftered in all kinds 
of diforders. Thefe ftones confift of very fine 
hair, which has concreted with the juices of the 
ftomach, and have one layer over the other, fo 
that they confift of feveral rings of different 
colours. I have feen them of the fize of a hen’s 
egg, moft commonly blunt at the end ; but one 
I had an opportunity of feeing, whicli was as 
large as a goofe’s egg, perfectly globular, and 
all over brown. 

I was informed, that the Hyjlrix has a very 
curious method of fetching water for its young, 
viz. the quills in the tail are faid to be hollow, 
and to have a hole at the extremity ; and that 
the animal can bend them in fuch a manner, as 

that 
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that they can be filled with water, which after- 
wards is difcharged in the neft among its young. 

Scorpions abound here in great numbers, al- 
though it is feidom that any detriment is expe- 
rienced from them. When it rains, one may 
often fee tliefe animals, as well as the Scolcpendra 
morfitans, Tally forth from their hiding-places, 
and creep in fhoals into thofe houfes, the doors 
of which are left open on account of the heat. 

The Stink-tree was called by the Dutch 
Strunt-hout, and by the C ingale fe Urenne , on 
account of its difgufting odour, which refides 
efpecially in the thick Hem and the larger 
branches. The fmell of it fo perfectly refembles 
that of human ordure, that one cannot perceive 
the fmalleft difference between them. When 
the tree is ralped, and the rafpings are fprinkled 
with water, the ftench is quite intolerable. It 
is nevertheleis taken internally by the Cingalefe, 
as an efficacious remedy. When fcraped fine, 
and mixed with lemon-juice, it is taken inter- 
nally, as a purifier of die blood in the itch, and 
other cutaneous eruptions, the body being at the 
fame time anointed with it externally. I was at 
great pains to procure Tome bloffoms of this 
tree, in order to afcertain its genus, but was 
eonftantly difappointed. Of the Cingalefe, whom 
I fent out for that purpofe far up the country 
into the woods, I could only obtain fome branches 

without 
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■without any bloffom, from which, however, I 
could perceive, that the tree was neither the 
Anagyris fcetida , nor the Sterculia fcetida. I had 
likewife fet fome live but fmall plants of this tree 
in boxes, and carried them with me alive quite 
to th? Englifh Channel, where they were totally 
deftroyed, together with feveral other fcarce trees 
and plants, by cold and ftorms. Of the wood 
I carried with me fome pieces to my native 
country, which, however, afterwards loft their 
fcent to that degree, that now not the fmalleft 
traces of it can be perceived. 

Another kind of tree was called the Serpent- 
tree , by the Dutch Slangen-hout , and by the 
Cingalefe Gcdagandu, which had a very bitter 
tafte. It was not only ufed as an efficacious 
antidote againft the bite of Serpents, but like- 
wife in ardent and malignant fevers. The Eu- 
ropeans have cups turned of the wood, into 
which wine is poured, which, in a fhort time, ex- 
tracts the virtue from the wood, has a bitter tafte, 
and is drank as a ftomachic, or ftrengthener of 
the ftomach. Water likewife extracts a green 
tinCture from it. Molt probably this tree is the 
Ophicxylon Serpentinum, which grows here, al- 
though I had no opportunity of feeing any of the 
flowers. The wood itfelf refembles that of the 
Oak, by its grey colour, and numerous fmall 

pores, 



23-6 .SECOND JOURNEY TO MATURE, 

pores, which, in .the cups that are turned from 
it, frequently let the water filter through them. 

The Shingles (Herpes) are cured here with 
the Capiules of the Hibifcus Tiliaceus, by rubbing 
the juice of them over the eruption. This 
beautiful tree is planted at Columbo and other 
places, in alleys, continues in - bloom for feveral 
months together, and with the varying hues of 
its lovely bloffoms is a great ornament and cm- 
beilifhment to the fpot. 

From the root of the Capuru Curundu , Cam- 
phor is faid to be diftilled in Candia, which is die 
-capital of the ifland, and the refidence of the 
Emperor of Ceylon. It is fituated upon an 
eminence, almoft in the centre of the country. 
Not far off Hands a very high mountain, which 
-rears up in the air a ftill higher fummit. The 
mountain bears the name of Adam's Mountain , 
•and the fummit is commonly called Adam's Peak, 
where Adam, the father of the human race, is 
fuppofed to lie buried. The Cingalefe make 
pilgrimages to this place, and pretend that the 
impreffion of Adam’s foot is ftill to be perceived 
in the mountain. 

Th t Qphiorhiza Mangos, called Mendi, is tiled 
bv the Indians againft the bite of Serpents. The 
leaves and hark are faid to be boiled and taken 
in the form, of .a .decoftiou, 

Th,c 
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The Ophioglojfum Jcandens ,♦ a creeping plant/ 
that twines round the trees, is here made ufe of 
in feveral places as a fubftitute for I vy, to cover 
pales and garden-fences with, and defend them, 
again# the fea-wind. The pales ai'e covered 
with it on the outward fide, and confift them- 5 
felves of nothing more than a number of final! 
flakes driven into the earth,, clofe to each other. 

I law Cocoa-trees alfo ftuck in the water, like 
poles, and was told, that they would laft a whole 
century, without going to decay, although this 
appeared to me incredible. 

The Sciurus Ceilanicus was not fcarce/ but 
kept by feveral people in their houfes tame in a 
cage. It is called- by the iQanders Rockia , or 
Ruckia y ~ and is black on the back and fides, and 
yellowill; under the belly. The tail is fikewife 
black, and longer than the body. This Squirrel, 
which at this time was altogether unknown in 
Europe, and has fince been defcribed by Mr. 
Pennant, is very eafily tamed* and is as large; 
as a cat, but more (lender in the body* 

On the- 2.8th I travelled from Mature to Co- 
lumbo, in company with the young Count 
Rantzow,- who Was now going on a vifit to his 
brother, and failed as Gunner on board a Dutch 
ihip. This youth, who was of a very hafty. 
difpofition, had, at the fame time, the misfortune 
to be lame in his feet, Notwithftancling this 

defeft. 
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defedt, he had learned to fence with great fkilf, 
and, in fpite of his crooked legs and thighs, to 
dance incomparably well. We arrived in fafety 
at Columbo, on the evening of the new year. 

Soon after the new year, according to annual 
cuftom, three Ambafladors from the Emperor 
in Candi, arrived in Columbo. Thefe were re- 
ceived on the part of the Company by Deputies 
at Situvakay and, the uiual ceremonies of con- 
gratulation having pafied, were conduced to the 
old Town, without the fortifications, where they 
were quartered, and remained, till the day ap- 
pointed for public audience. . 

February 5th was fixed for fending an Embafiy 
to the Emperor, on part of the Company, 
which Embafiy confiftea of a Merchant and two 
Clerks.- 

About this time was celebrated, with much 
pomp and rejoicing, the inftallation of the Go- 
vernor-General, in Batavia, in his high office, 
intelligence of his nomination having arrived 
from Europe. The joy of the day w r as teftified 
by the difcharge of cannon from the ramparts 
and the Drips, and the evening w T as ipent in 
dancing and diverfions, with a public fupper in 
the Governor’s palace, to which all the public 
Functionaries and naval Officers were formally 
invited, together with the Ladies of diftindtion 
in the town. 


Among 
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Among the various kinds of Cottons and 
Chintzes, which are brought hither from Coro- 
mandel, thofe appear to me to merit the pre- 
ference, which come from Suratte and Bengal, 
of which the latter feem to be the mofl beautiful. 
From Tutucorin I faw like wife fome which were 
not printed, but had flowers painted upon them 
with a hair-pencil, after the manner of T apeftry. 
It is incredible to what a degree of finenefs 
Cotton is fometimes Ipun upon the Indian coaft. 
I had an opportunity of feeing Cotton-ftuffs fo 
exceedingly fine, that half a dozen lhirts could 
be fqueezed together in one hand. Thefe arc 
however not readily made ufe of, but are kept 
as rarities by people of diftindion, to Ihew to 
what a degree of perfedion the art of lpinning 
can be brought. 

Some differences had arifen on the coaft of 
Malabar, which obliged the Governor to fend 
fome troops from this place to Cochim. And 
as preparations were now making for this pur- 
pole, the Governor v/as pleafed to propole to 
me to make a journey to the Continent of Africa 
with this expedition, although the fhip in which 
I had come hither lay ready to fail on her return 
to Europe. But as I had already in Batavia 
formed the determination to revifit Europe, I 
requefted, inftead of the proffered favour, his 
Excellency’s' kind permifiicn to exchange my 


C40 NECUMBO, I773l 

place with another Ihip’s Surgeon, and to remairi 
ftill a month longer upon this beautiful ifland, 
and by this means to have an engagement on 
board one of the fliips, which were to fail from 
hence in February; which requeft was gracioufly 
accorded me. 

January 17th; 1778, I undertook a journey, 
in company with Mefirs. Sluysken and Con- 
rad 1, to Negumbo, at which place we arrived 
the following day. This is a fmall fortified 
place, with a gate of brick-work, and ramparts 
of earth, where an Enfign is flationed in quality 
of Commandant. 

On the 19th, a quantity of Cinnamon was 
packed up, during which time, in company with 
a Cingalefe, I undertook a journey on horfeback 
fomewhat further up the country, to fee an 
Elephant -toil, or fnare, which ferved for cap- 
turing and inclofing a great number of Elephants. 
The toil was conftrufted of flout Cocoa-trees, 
almoft in the form of a triangle, the fide nearefl 
to the wood being very broad, and augmented 
with {lighter trees and bufhes, which gradually 
expanded themfelves into two long and at length 
imperceptible wings. The narrower end wax 
ilrongly fortified with flakes, planted clofe to 
each other, and held firmly together by ropes, 
and became at length fo narrow, that only one 
fingle elephant could fqueeze itfclf into the 

opening. 
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opening. When the Governor gives orders for 
an Elephant-chace on the Company’s account, 
which happens at the expiration of a certain 
ftated number of years, it is performed in the 
following manner : a great multitude of men, as 
well Europeans as Cingalefe, are fent out into 
the woods, in the fame manner in which people 
go out on a general hunt for wolves and bears 
in the North of Europe. Thefe diffufe them- 
felves, and encompafs a certain extent of land, 
■which has been difcovered to be frequented by 
Elephants. After this they gradually draw nearer, 
and with great noife, vociferation, and beat of 
drum, contradl the arch of the circle ; in the 
mean time that the Elephants approach nearer 
and nearer to the fide on which the toil is placed. 
Finally, torches are lighted up, in order to 
terrify ftill more thefe huge animals, and force 
them to enter -into the toil prepared for them. 
As foon as they are all come into it, the toil is 
clofed up behind them. The laft time that 
Elephants were caught in this manner, their 
number amounted to upwards of a hundred, and 
on former occafions has fometimes rifen to one 
hundred and thirty. 

The major part of the Elephants, which are 
caught in the manner related above, are after- 
wards fold at Jafnapatnam, to the Princes of 
Coromandel. So that the fir ft care of the 
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captors is, to bring diem out of the toil, and to 
tame them. For this purpofe one or two tame 
Elephants are placed at the fide where the open- 
ing is, through which each Elephant is let out 
fingly, when he is immediately bound fait wi ll 
llrong ropes to the tame ones, who difcipline 
him with their probofces, till he likewife becomes 
tame, and fuffers himfelf to be handled and 
managed at pleafure. This difciplinary correction 
frequentlyproceeds very brifkly, and is fometimes 
accompliihed in a few days, efpecially as the wild 
Elephant is at the lame time brought under con- 
troll by hunger. After thefe large and powerful 
animals have been in this manner brought forth 
and tamed, it remains to view and meafure them ; 
which latter operation is performed in a place 
paved fmooth and even with corals ; on this they 
are arranged in due order, and meafured with a 
long rod, by a man who rides between their ranks, 
fitting upon a tame Elephant. The review and 
examination of them extends over the whole 
body, in order to difcover whether they have 
any natural or acquired blemilh. After this a 
defcription is drawn up, exprefiive as well of the 
height as of the blemilhes of each, and accord- 
ing to the fize and perfections of the animal is 
its value eftimated. The meafure is computed 
by Covidos , three of which conftitute four feet. 
The admealurement is made from the ground to 

the 
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the fhoulder-blade ; and in general an Elephant 
Hands ten Covidos, or about fourteen feet high. 
A tame Elephant is commonly fold for 200 rix- 
dollars ; but if it has any blemifh, for inftance, 
if its tail has been plucked off, one of its ears 
flit, if fome of the nails be wanting on its feet, 
or if it has buffered any other kind of damage* 
they deduet from the purchafe -money for every 
defe £t, from 50 to 60 or 80 rix-dollars, accord- 
ing to the different nature and importance of 
the blemifh. And as it is very rare to find an 
Elephant free from every kind of blemifh, thofe 
that are fo, are moft commonly fold for from 
500 to 1,000 rix-dollars. When the time ar- 
rives for holding the auction, it is cuftomary for 
two, three, or more perfons, to purchafe con- 
jointly 50, 60, 80, or 100 Elephants, which 
they afterwards difpofe of in feparate lots, with 
great profit. Previous to the fale, the Elephants 
are marked on the rump with the Company’s 
arms. For this purpofe the animal is bound faft 
to a ftrong tree, and burned with red-hot iron. 

T he Elephant is inconteftably one of the moft 
fagacious and gentle animals in nature, an 
animal which, notwithftanding its unparallelled 
flze and ftrength, very readily fuffers itfelf to be 
tamed, and trained to various ufeful fervices. 
When he is brought into trouble and diftrefs, he 
whines almoft like a child, and learns, when 
R a tamed,. 
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tamed, in a very fhort time, to underftand what 
is faid to him. "When he is firft caught, he 
pines away with grief and anxiety, efpecially if he 
was tame before, and has had a good mailer. It 
fometimes happens, at fuch a hunt as I have juft 
defcribed, that tame Elephants, belonging to the 
Emperor in Candia, and which have been turned 
loofe to graze in the woods, are caught with the 
reft. In this cafe it is often impoffible to prevail 
with them, whilft they are in the toil, to eat or 
take any kind of nourifliment, before the arrival 
of the fervants who are accuftomed to tend 
them, whom they not only recognize, but, when 
let loofe, follow. The Elephant is very fond of 
the fruit of the Pifang-tree, as likewife of Cocoa- 
nuts, whether thefe are given him broken or 
whole, and in the latter cafe he cracks them 
himfelf. The young fucks the dam with the 
mouth, and not with its trunk, and many ex- 
periments made by M. Sluysken have afcer- 
tained its daily proportion of drink to be com- 
monly forty-live gallons of water. The females, 
when tame, are fometimes employed to catch 
wild Elephants, for which purpofe they are turned 
loofe in the woods, and from hence allure the 
wild males to fome toil, where they can be in- 
clofed. Males, caught in this manner, I have 
more than once feen bound to a large and ftout 
treej and at the expiration of a few days become 
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tame. The male Elephants, which the Dutch 
make ufe of to difcipline and tame the wild ones 
they have captured, are commonly called Kid- 
nappers ( Zcelverkooper ). When an Elephant 
ha? once been properly tamed, he may be go- 
verned even by a child, and does not willingly 
injure any one, provided he is not ill-treated, 
and thereby lpurred on to revenge, I have fre- 
quently feen him bend one of his legs, in order 
to let his rider climb up by it, as it were by a 
ftep, on his back, and likewife take up little 
boys very carefully with his trunk, and place 
them upon his back, and take them down again. 
The Dutch Eaft-India Company make ufe of 
Elephants every where to traniport beams and 
other heavy articles, as likewife for carriages 
and large carts. When he is harnefled to any 
fuch vehicle, a ftrong rope is always bound round 
his neck, to which another ftrong rope is fattened 
on either fide, which runs along the fides near 
the back, and is made faft to the tackling of 
the carriage. In cafe two Elephants are harnefled 
to the fame carriage, a pole runs between them, 
When the Elephant moves, one may clearly 
perceive, that he bends the knee-joint, notwith- 
ftanding that the whole leg otherwife appears to 
be of an equal thicknefs, and inflexible. The 
probofcis is not only a great ornament to this 
ftately animal, but at the fame time one of its 
R 3 moft 
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rhoft necelTary inftruments, for gathering in its 
food, drinking, and laying hold of all forts of 
things } for which reafon he is very careful of it, 
and will upon no account fuffer any ant to come 
upon it. 

The Elephant is never, or at leaf very feldom, 
fhot in this country, as they prefer catching it 
alive ; neither does one find here any great 
Elephant-hunters. I was informed that upon a 
female, which was bound fall to a tree, thirteen 
iliot were fired from a common muficet, before 
fhe fell. The reafon for killing her was, for the 
fake of cutting out the foetus, with which fire v/as 
pregnant, in order to fend it, preferred in arrack, 
to his RoyalHighnefs the Hereditary Stadtholder’s 
Collection of Natural Curiofities at the Elague. 
That the wild ones in the woods, however, are 
fometimes fired upon, feems evident from a cir- 
cumftance, of which I was informed by M. 
Frobus, viz. that he had ordered one of the teeth 
of an Elephant, that had been caught, to be 
fa wed through, in which he found a common 
leaden bullet, which had lodged in the tooth, 
and in procefs of time w'as fo totally inclofed 
and covered over, that externally no marks of 
it could be perceived. This tooth he fent like- 
wife in the year 1765, to the above-mentioned 
Collection at the Hague. As the Ceylonefe Ele-r 
phants are lo eafily caught and tamed, it feems 

extraordinary. 
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extraordinary, that many obftacles fhould lie in 
the way of thofe that make fimilar attempts at 
the Cape in Africa. And yet, in 1775, fhortly 
before my departure from thence, a young one 
had been taken alive, after the dam was fhor, 
and the attempt was made, though without fuc- 
cefs, to rear it. It had need of the milk of 
three cows daily for its fupp'ort, but could not 
be prelerved alive. 

After I had minutely examined the large and 
extenfive toil, which was conflruCted for the cap- 
ture of fuch a conliderable number of thefe large 
animals, I returned back to the companions of 
my journey, and arrived at Negumbo towards 
evening. In the way I had the pleafure, which 
I now leafl expected, to find that beautiful plant, 
the Bunnannia dijlicha, which I had for the fpace 
of five months both fought for diligently myfelfj 
and likewife exhorted many of the Cingalefe to 
look out and procure for me. It grew in the 
low lands, and places in the woods, that were 
ftill covered with water, and had lately began 
to expand its blue flowers. I gathered as much 
of it, as was to be found in this place, and laid 
it up to dry, as well for my worthy patron and 
benefactor, Profeflor Burmannus, as for others 
of my much loved and truly refpecftable friends 
in Europe. It is called by the Cingalefe Wilende 
Wenne . 
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We travelled in the delightful cool of the fame 
evening to Columbo, where we arrived on the 
20th of January , about noon. 

Here I met with (and purchafed for twelve 
Pagodas) a Bezoar-llone, which was reprefented 
as very fcarce, and the largeft of the kind ever 
found in the gall-bladder of the Simla Silenus 
above-defcribed. It was commonly called A$e- 
Jione , was fmooth on the outlide, and is now pre- 
ferved in the Collection of Minerals belonging 
to the Univerfity of Upfal. 

I had obferved feveral times, as I went in and 
put of the gates of the fortifications, that a 
foldier, who prefented his arms to me, as I paffed 
him, as is ufuallydone to Naval Officers, looked 
at me with particular attention. This induced 
me to afk him what country he was of. He 
then informed me, that he was a Swede, that 
his name was Bolin, and that he had been a 
Notary in fome College in Stockholm, but being 
obliged by misfortunes to quit his native country, 
he had failed out in the capacity of a foldier, 
and had fpent feveral years in thefe parts, with- 
out having met with any encouragement or far- 
ther advancement. As focn as I had informed 
myfelf more circumftantiajly concerning this man, 
and had learned, that he wrote a good hand, 
and underftood fcmething of book-keeping, and 
that he was content to fail to Batavia, I folicited 

this 
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this favour for him of the Governor, who very 
readily gave his confent. Furnifned with my 
recommendation to Counfellor Radermacher 
and Captain Wimmercrantz, he foon after fet 
fail, and arrived in fafety at the place of his 
deftination. The former of thefe gentlemen 
promoted him immediately to the poft of Clerk, 
and foon after to that of Principal Accomptant ■, 
the latter, withhiswonted partiality to his country- 
men, received him into his houie, and as long a3 
he lived, rendered him the moft effential fervices, 
which gives this gentleman, who is now returned 
to his native country, a juft claim to our thanks, 
and efteem. 

The Coffee-plan rations in Ceylon refemhied 
thofe which I had f en in Java, with this diffe- 
rence, however, that here a large tree of the 
Bigonia genus was planted between the Coffee- 
fhntbs, in order to afford them a thin fliade, 
and fcreen them with its crowns, from the ex- 
ceffive heat of the fun. The Coffee-beans which 
are cultivated in this place, are faid not be equal 
in quality to thofe that are produced in Java. 

Rice is cultivated in this iffand, as well as on 
the coafts of Coromandel and Malabar, but not 
in fuch quantity as to afford thefe places a fuffi- 
cient fuppiy. On the coafts of India above- 
mentioned, the crops fometimes, as I was in- 
formed, turn out fo exceedingly bad, and in 
confequence of this fuch a dreadful famine en- 
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fues, that, on the coaft of Malabar efpecially, 
parents are forced to fell their children for Haves, 
for one fingle folitary bufhel of rice, or elfe to 
give them up to flavery without any compenfa- 
tion, that they may not lee them ftarved to death 
before their eyes. >• 

Cardamomoms were brought me, which were 
fa id to be cultivated in the internal part of the 
country. They were triangular oblong cap- 
fules, nearly an inch in length, and confequently 
quite unlike thofe which grow in the ifland of 
Java. A flower of them I could not procure, 
to enable me to afcertain their genus but I 
imagine, that they were the feed-vefiels of fome 
Ipecies of the Alpinia. 

Gum Lac w r as very plentiful on the fhrubs of 
the Croton lacciferum , which grew in abundance 
in the fand-pits without Columbo, and other 
places. Itv/as fometimes ufed here for lacquer- 
ing, after being diflblved in lpirits of wine. 

Both on the coaft of the Continent of Alla, 
and the ifland of Ceylon, the leaves of the Bo- 
raflus Palm-tree (Borajfus flabellifcrmis) and fome- 
times of the Talpat-tree ( Licuala JpinoJa) are 
ufed inftead of paper, which the Indians do not 
prepare from the bark of a tree, as their neighbours 
more to the eaftward do. The leaves of both 
thefe Palm-trees lie in folds like a fan, and the 
flips ftand in need of no farther preparation than 

merely 


merely to be feparated and cut fmooth and even 
with a knife. Their mode of writing upon them 
confilts in carving the letters with a fine pointed 
Heel ( ftylus ). And in order that the characters 
may be the better feen and read, they rub them 
over with charcoal, or fome other black fub- 
llance, fo that the letters have altogether the 
appearance of being engraved. The iron point 
made ufe of on theie occafions is either fet in 
a brafs handle, which the Moors and others 
carry about them in a wooden cafe, and which 
is fometimes fix inches in length ; or elfe it is 
formed entirely of iron, and, together with the 
blade of a knife, defigned for the purpofe of 
cutting the leaves, and making them even, let 
in a knife-handle, common to them both, into 
which handle it fhuts up, fo that it may be car- 
ried by the owner about with him, and be always 
ready at hand. On fuch flips are all letters, all 
Edifts of Governors, &c. written, and lent 
round open and unfcaied. When a Angle flip is 
not fufficient, feveral are bound together by 
means of a hole made at one end, and a thread, 
on which they are lining. If a book is to be 
made, either for the ufe of the Churches or any 
other purpofe, they look out principally for 
broad and handfome flips of Talpat-leaves, upon 
which they engrave the characters very elegantly 
and accurately, with the addition of various 

figures. 
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figures delineated upon them, by way of orna- 
ment. All the flips have then two holes made 
in them, and are ftrung upon an elegantly twilled 
fTiken cord, and covered with two thin lacquered 
wooden boards. By means of the cords the 
leaves are held even together, and by being 
drawn out, when they are wanted to be ufed, 
they may be feparated from each other at plea- 
fure. One of thefe books, faid to contain various 
prayers, I had an opportunity of purchafmg from 
a Prieft in Ceylon, by the intervention of Count 
Rantzow. 

The leaves of the Boraffus, which is a very 
common Palm-tree in this ifland, are befides 
ufed for Fans, both here and in other parts. 
The Palm Licuala, which is fcarcer, produces 
very large leaves, and rivals in this refpedt the 
Cocoa-tree itfelf. Thefe, which lie in folds, are 
divided towards the point, and are here com- 
monly ufed as Parafols, for a defence againfl the 
fun, and as F arapluyes to defend them from the 
rain. One of thefe leaves, cut off about five 
feet in length, and of almoft the fame breadth, 
decorated with various elegant embellifhments, 
bears, like the tree itfelf, the name of Talpat, 
and is carried over the heads of people of dif- 
tindtion, both Indians and Europeans, by a Have, 
inflead of the common Parafols and Parapluyes, 
One fingle leaf is generally large enough to 
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flicker fix perfons from the rain. This beautiful 
Palm-tree grows in the heart of the foreks, but 
is fcarce. It may be claffed among the loftieft 
trees., and becomes kill higher, when on the 
point of burking forth into blolfom from its leafy 
i'ummit. The llieath, which then invelops the 
flower, is very large, and, when it bulks, makes 
an explofion like the report of a cannon ; after 
which it flioots forth branches on every fide, to 
the furprizing height of thirty-fix or forty feet. 
The fruit attains to maturity the following year. 
I had the good fortune to fee this tree in the dif- 
ferent kages of its fructification ; but as it had 
already bloflomed the preceding year, I miked 
the pleafure of examining and noting down on 
the fpot the beauties of its efllorefcence. 

My abode in this place was much too fhort to 
allow me to devote any of my precious time 
to the learning of the Cingalefe and Malabar 
languages : I perceived, however, that they 
differed much from each other, as did again the 
language of the Moors from both of them. I 
neverthelefs noted down the exprekions, which 
the Malabars uled in reckoning, viz. 


1. unnu, undu. 

2. rendu, rindu. 

3. mundu. 

4. nalu. 

5. anji, anju. 


6. aru. 

7. elu. 

8. ettu, ittu. 

9. ombedu. 
10. pattu. 
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1 1 . pattinendu. 

60 . 

aruedu. 

12. pattirendu. 

70. 

eluedu. 

13. pattimundu. 

80 . 

enbedu, aymbedu. 

14. pattinalu. 

90 . 

tonnuru, imbedu. 

15. pattinanju. 

IOO. 

nuru, nur. 

20. iruedu. 

IOI. 

nutcondu 

21. iruedondu. 

200. 

irnur. 

• 

QJ 

P* 

r 

6 

^0 

300. 

munur. 

40. natpedu. 

IOOO. 

ayrem, ayrim. 

50. anbedu. 

10,000. 

patairim. 


From Tranquebar, and die Danifh Million 
eftablifhed there, a Lutheran Prieft had arrived 
in Ceylon, for the purpofe of preaching in Co- 
lumbo, and more efpecially of adminiftering the 
Holy Sacrament to the Lutherans in this place, 
who had no feparate Church here, nor Prieft of 
their own perfuanon. A Clergyman of this 
profefiion generally travels hither once a year, 
prompted by zeal and affebtion to his brethren 
in the faith, who, according to their circum- 
ftances, though for the moft part moderately 
enough, reward his labours. The Danifh Million 
in T ranquebar was very highly extolled by feve- 
ral people here, who at the fame time allured 
me, that, had the Catholics, in their endeavours 
to propagate Chriftianity in India, conducted 
themfelves with equal gentlenels, moderation, 
and Chriftian charity, devoid of avarice, haughti- 
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nefs, and violence, the major part of the nume- 
rous inhabitants of Ada would at this preient 
time have been converts to this dodtrine. 

The Bread-fruit, which in the warmer climates 
feeds many thoufands of hungry mouths, grows 
in great abundance on this ifland likewife, where 
this fruit liipplies the place of daily bread for 
feveral months in the year. There are two forts 
of trees which produce the Bread-fruit, and both 
are found here, as well in a wild as cultivated 
ftate. The one, which yields fmaller fruit, with- 
out feed, I found at Columbo, Gale, and feve- 
ral other places. The name by which it is pro- 
perly known here is the Maldivian Sour Jack, and 
its ufe is here lei's univerfal than that of the 
other fort, which grows more plentifully in Cey- 
lon, bears .larger fruit, and is in greater requeft. 
The firft fort bears fruit about the lize of a 
child’s head, and can only be propagated by the 
roots. The latter fort weighs from thirty to forty 
pounds, and contains from two to three hundred 
kernels, each of them four times the fize of an 
almond, and this fort can be propagated by feed. 
The trees of both forts are repleniflied with a 
refinous milky juice, of fuch a vifcous nature, 
that birds may be caught with it, in the fame 
manner as with bird-lime. The fruits are ail 
.over prickles, with a thick and foft rind : the 
internal part of the fruit only is ufed for food by 

the 
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the human race, and the rind is left for the hogs. 
Both fruits have an unpleafant cadaverous fmell, 
and the tafte of the interna! efculent part is not 
Unlike that of cabbage. The trees will flourifh 
for whole centuries, and bear their fruit (which 
ripens by degrees) not only upon its thickeffc 
branches, but alfo upon the ftem itfelf, for the 
fipace of eight months together, to the ineftimable 
benefit and advantage of the iflanders. 

The manner of preparing and ufing the larger 
fort of Bread-fruit, which is moft univerfally 
confumed in Ceylon, is as follows. Accord- 
ing to the different ages of its growth, at 
which it is ufed for food, it receives from the 
Cingalefe three diftind names. It is called 
Polios , when it has attained to the fize of an 
Oftrich’s-egg, and is a month or fix weeks old : 
Uerreli , when it is half ripe, and of the fize of a 
Cocoa-nut ; the pulpy efculent part is then ftill of 
a white and milky caft. At both thefe ages the 
fruit cannot be eatenwithout previous preparation. 
When it is perfedly ripe it is called Warreka : 
the pulpy part is then fit for ufe, and that 
which environs the feed has a lweetifh tafte, is 
yellow, and, without any preparation, both eat- 
able and relifhing. It has the name of Bread- 
fruit, becaufe the poorer clafs of Cingalefe eat 
this fruit inftead of bread or rice. I frequently 
have feen them ' eat Bread-fruit cut into very 

fmall 
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fmall pieces, and mixed either with the ralpings 
of cocoa-kernels alone, or with the addition of 
a little rice, and fometimes fome fait. Cayenne- 
pepper, or onions. The feeds may be eaten 
either alone, like chefnuts, or, together with the 
pulpy part of the fruit itfelf, prepared in different 
ways. They are ufed for food, both boiled and 
roafted ; the poorer fort generally boil and eat 
them with the fcrapings of cocoa-nut and fait : 
the rich fatten pigs, as well as geefe, and other 
fowls with them, which are afterwards roafted. 

Fifteen different difhes may be prepared from 
this fruit, and are more or lefs in ufe ; viz. 

1. Caldu Curry is prepared from Polios, cut 
into thin ftices, which are firft boiled a little in 
water with turmeric, till the liquor turns yellow ; 
after which two pinches of dried and pounded 
fifh and about a pint and a half of cocoa-milk 
are added, and the mixture is then boiled again 
for the fpace of half an hour, during which time 
it muft be continually ftirred. This foup is the 
moft common in ufe, and is not feldom made 
with the flelh of various animals. 

1. Seco Curry differs from the former, in the 
addition of feveral ingredients and ipices, ftich 
as roafted and pounded cocoa-nut, coriander- 
feeds, pepper, cinnamon, mace, fait, boiled 
bacon cut into fmall fquare pieces, and cocoa- 
milk, which are all thoroughly incorporated to- 
vol. iv. S gether. 
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gether, and boiled in water for the fpace of half 
an hour. To this are added onions fried in 
butter, lemon-juice, fometimes Cayenne-pepper, 
and faked water, which being well mixed with 
each other, are boiled, till they attain the con- 
fidence of a hafty-pudding. 

3. Ch undido Polios is, like the former difh, 
prepared from Dices of Polios or Herreli, with 
turmeric, fcraped cocoa-nut, Cayenne-pepper, 
chopped onions, and fait, which are boiled over 
a gentle fire to the confidence of thick porridge. 

4. Cbejnut Curry is prepared from the feeds 
cut into long narrow flips, and boiled with tur- 
meric in w r ater : to this are added dried fifh, 
chopped chives, and cocoa-nut-milk, with which 
the other ingredients are boiled up afrefh, being 
ftirred about all the time. 

5. Niembela correfponds with the former difh, 
with this fingle diftinction, that the Polios or 
1 lerreli here made ufe of, is cut very coarfe. 

6. The Fruit is Jlewed with Bacon ; on which 
occalion they take thick Dices of the unripe 
fruit, chopped chives, boiled bacon cut into 
fquare pieces, mace, cinnamon, and faked water, 
which are boiled up together, and dirred con- 
tinually. 

7. The boiled Fruit, ripe, with the kernels and 
- pulpy membranes cut into three or four parts, and 

boiled up with turmeric, and- the addition of a 
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little fait, is a very common difh with the poor. 
It is eaten nearly after the manner of ftewed 
cabbage, with lcraped cocoa-nut ; and the more 
opulent add to this difh pepper and dried fifh. 

8. Fried Polios is prepared in the following 
manner. To the unripe fruit cut into thin flices, 
Cocoa-milk and a little flour are added, which 
being kneaded up together into a dough, are 
rolled up in the flices of Polios, and the Whole 
fried in a pan in frefh cocoa-nut oil. 

9. Empade is the name of a difh, that, in ad- 
dition to the fried flices above-mentioned, con- 
fifts of chopped onions, dried fifh, roafted and 
chopped onions, and pounded cinnamon, which 
are boiled in a broad and fhallow vefiel over a 
gentle fire, the mixture being continually diluted 
with cocoa-nut-milk. 

10. Forced-meat Balls of Polios are prepared 
in this manner. The unripe fruit is boiled and 
beat up to a kind of hafty-pudding j to which 
are added chopped onions, cinnamon, pepper, 
nutmeg, fait, pounded bifcuits, and the yolk of 
an egg. Of thefe ingredients, well mixed, they 
make balls, which are rolled in the white of an 
egg, that they may hang together. Thefe are 
afterwards fried in butter, or in butter and cocoa- 
nut-oil, till they turn red ; after which a fauce 
is poured upon them, confifting of butter, powder 
of cinnamon, pepper, fait, and lemon-juice. 

S 2 11. A 
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11. A Confection likewife is fometimes pre- 
pared of the feeds and their pulpy membranes. 
For this purpofe the membranes, which furround 
the feeds, are cut into two or three parts, and 
fried in frefli cocoa-nut oil. The oil is then 
wiped off well with a towel, and the fried mem- 
branes laid in a fieve, that the oil may drain the 
better from them. They are next boiled in 
fyrup of fugar, dried, and put up in glafs-bottles, 
which muff be well corked, in which cafe this 
Confection may be preferved feveral months, 
and ufed with tea. The kernels of the feeds 
feparated and well purged from the pulpy mem- 
branes by which they are furrounded, are fre- 
quently fried in oil, and boiled up in the fame 
manner in fyrup, and in the fame manner like- 
wife preferved, and ufed with tea j and, in pro- 
portion as the fyrup evaporates, a frefh fupply 
may be poured into the bottles, in which cafe 
they may be preferved for half a year. 

12. Fios is made by dipping the ripe kernels 
of the feeds in a batter compofed of cocoa-nut 
milk with the yolk of eggs, and frying them in 
frefh cocoa-nut oil. 

13. Pancakes are fried in the ufual manner, 
and compofed of the juice of Siri, cocoa-nut 
milk, the dried meal of the kernels, and yolks 
of eggs, which have flood over night to ferment. 

6 14. Pei 
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14. Pei or Jambal, is rather a fauce than a 
feparate difli. And indeed it is only ufed by 
way of a relifh to other difhes, fuch as filh, 
rice, &c. To make it, boiled unripe fruit are 
required, muftard-feed and turmeric, each of 
which ingredients muft be firft beaten up fepa- 
rately into a pafte, and afterwards all together 
thoroughly incorporated with vinegar. Some 
add to this Cayenne pepper, ginger, and fait, 
previoufly reduced to powder, and well mixed 
together. 

15. The fruit is dried fometimes for future ule, 
during thofe months, when it is not to be had 
frefh. For this purpofe they gather the fruit 
when it is half ripe, and extradt the pulpy part, 
which they either leave intire, or cut it into flices. 
It is then boiled a little, and dried in the fun, 
after which it is hung up in order to preferve it, 
either in the chimney or fome other dry place. 
When thus prepared, it may be kept a whole 
year, and the poorer fort eat it with fcraped 
cocoa-nut, either thus in its dried ftatc, or boiled 
up afrelh. 

Of this tree, bearing fuch beneficial fruit, I 
was at no little pains to carry with me lome live 
plants to Europe. For this purpofe I collected 
of the fmaller fort, that produces no feed, about 
fifty live roots, which I planted in a large wooden 
box, and had the fatisfadtion to fee them, at the 
S 3 expiration 
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expiration of a few weeks, lpring up and thrive 
greatly. Of the larger fort I collected feveral 
hundred feeds, of which I fet upwards of a hun- 
dred in another large box ; thefe quickly fprang 
Up, and throve extremely well. In order that 
the remainder of my feeds might not grow dry 
during my voyage, nor become rancid, nor be 
damaged in any other way, I devifed feveral 
methods of preferving them. Some I only 
wrapped up in paper, laid in a drawer, and, 
during the voyage, expofed now and then to the 
open air ; another part I put into glals-bottles, 
which I carefully fealed up ; a great part I en- 
vironed with wax to exclude the air from them ; 
another part I laid in dry fand, and another part 
again I lowed every month in earth, during my 
voyage, in order that it might grow up gradually. 

ThePearl-Fifhery was formerly carried on here 
with advantage in the channel between the illand 
and Coromandel, which is lhallow, and is faid 
to have a fandy bottom. At prefent this Filhery 
has been difeontiqued for feveral years, on ac- 
count of certain dilputes between the Nabobs on 
the Coromandel-coaft and the Company, which 
the Englilh are faid to encourage, concerning 
the legal right to this Filhery. I faw feveral 
beautiful and large Pearls, which had been filhed 
up here; and pearl Bandeaus, compofed of large 
as well as fmall Pearls, are frequently worn by 

the 
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the rich Merchants’ ladies over their hair. This 
Pearl-fiihery was formerly always farmed out to 
one or more individuals annually for a certain 
fum. Thefe Farmer-Generals after farmed out 
again to others the privilege of fifhing for 
Mufcles with a certain ftated number of boats 
and men. After the Mufcles are brought up by 
the Divers, they are thrown carelefsly in heaps 
upon the fhore, and fold at random to the Mer- 
chants, who at this time aflemble there. The 
Mufcles are faid to open, as foon as the animal 
they contain is dead and begins to putrify, when 
they may eafily be examined, and the Pearls 
extracted. Sometimes not the leaft profit is 
made by this traffic ; whilft at other times one 
fingle Pearl pays for the purchafe of feveral 
heaps. 

0;z the 28th, after taking an affectionate leave 
of my friends in Columbo, I travelled by land 
to Gale, in the company of M. Belling, Secre- 
tary of Police, who carried with him the letters 
which were to go by the ffiip, that lay ready to 
fail, in the harbour of Gale. 

Previous to my departure, I purchafed a quan- 
tity of the dried fruits of betel-pepper, which 
is fold here at a cheap rate, and at the Cape of 
Good Plope brought a confiderable profit, of 
at leaft one hundred per cent. As the (laves and 
Indians have every where free accefs to frefh 
S 4 betel- 
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betel-leaves, which they chew daily, it neceffarily 
follows, that the (laves in thofe places, where 
the coolnefs of the climate does not allow of the 
cultivation of this pepper, mud content them- 
felves with ufing the fruit inftead of the leaves. 

February 6 th, I embarked on board the (hip 
Loo, very early in the morning, together with 
the Captain and Paffengers, who were bound for 
Europe. 

The harbour of Gale is well guarded with 
fortifications ; by its winding it forms an elbow, 
and is not eafy to clear. From this harbour fail 
all the fhips bound to Europe or India, and here 
they take in their laft lading. 

We fet fail with a favourable wind, eroded 
the Line on the 1 1 th of February, and the T ropic 
of Capricorn, on the 1 6 th of March following. 
The fhip was commanded by Captain Kock, a 
native of Norway, and was loaded with about 
1500 bales of cinnamon, of the Company’s own 
gathering, and fome cinnamon from Candia, 
befides a great many bales of manufa&ured cot- 
ton, from Suratte and Tutucorin, together with 
pepper from the coaft of Malabar. 

Above thirty Haves were likewife carried out 
by the officers, and fold to great advantage at 
the Cape. They were all males, the major part 
from the coaft of Malabar, and fome few Pam- 
pufes with curly hair. This rendered it necefiary 

for 
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for me to be very circumfpedt and careful, that 
all the flaves jfhould have had already the fmall- 
pox and mealies, and that no fymptoms of thefe 
diforders Ihould be difcovered on board during 
our voyage. For when unfortunately this is the 
cafe, the fhip is obliged to perform quarantine 
at the Cape, , and to anchor off Robben-Ifland, 
without one Angle man being fuffered to come 
on Ihore ; inafmuch as the inhabitants of this 
colony Hand equally in dread of the fmall-pox 
and mealies, as of the plague, and yet will not, 
after the example of the Europeans, adopt judi- 
cious and wholefome regulations and inftitutions 
for inoculation, as well as other means of op- 
pofing thefe epidemic dillempers, which are 
capable of depopulating almoft a whole country. 

Moll of the difeafes that occurred during this 
voyage, were venereal, with their whole train of 
formidable fymptoms, which both the failors and 
the flaves had contracted by their diflolute courles 
of life in Ceylon. 

As we approached the fouth between 30 and 
35 degrees, we had very frequently ftorms of 
thunder, with hail, rain, and fnow, which latter 
however dilfolved immediately ; and on the 28 th 
of March , during a thunder ftorm, the electrical 
fluid was perceived to glilten from die tops of 
the fore and main-malt. 


April 
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April 7 th and the following nights, feveral long 
and lucid worms ( Scolopendra ? eleftricj:'), were 
perceived to fall down upon the deck, Thefe 
came always from the fame fide as the wind, 
which beyond a doubt blew them down, and 
indeed they always fell upon the windward fide. 
So that they never came from the fails, but from 
the mails and top-gallant malls. When trodden 
under foot upon deck, or otherwife crulhed to 
pieces, a phofphoric fire conllantly llftied out 
from the whole length of the body. No appear- 
ance of wings could be difcovered in them : but 
they probably crawled up the malls with their 
feet, of which they have a great number, and 
, afterwards fell down from them, on the wind 
blowing up a brilk gale. 

April 1 2d, between the 45th and 46th degrees 
of latitude, not far to the eaftward of the Cape 
of Good Hope, we faw at noon, or a few minutes 
after, a rain-bow, which lay upon the lurface of 
the water itfelf. It blew a frefh gale at the time, 
and the fun Hood at the highefl point of the 
heavens at N. N. W. and the rain-bow was in 
S. S. E. It began with a lucid fegment of a 
circle at the horizon itfelf, which gradually got 
up higher and higher, and Ipread at the fame 
time at the fides, having at top a narrow dark- 
red border. From the two extremities of it 
proceeded two branches, like two horns, which 

bending 
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bending inwards extended to two-thirds of the 
diftance between the brink of the fhore and the 
fhip, being variegated with moil beautiful colours 
of red, yellow, green, and blue-purple. In this 
fituation it continued half a quarter of an hour, 
after which it gradually vaniihed in an inverted 
order. On the left fide, towards the eail, ap- 
peared another rain-bow, the colours of which 
were in an inverted order, when compared with 
the former, which ihews that it was only occa- 
fioned by the reflexion of the rays of the former. 
It was not very high at the top, though it flood 
higher than the fegment of the former at the 
brink of the fhore. After a quarter of an hour 
indeed there arofe again a fimilar fegment, but it 
did not extend itfelf out fo as to form a rain-bow. 
The iky was during the whole time covered all 
over with fmall light clouds, and it was with 
difficulty we could diilinguiffi that rain fell, even 
the horizon. Such rain-bows as thefe, which 
can only occur on the ocean and large Teas, are 
probably not often obferved. 

Several times likewife in the courfe of this 
voyage we faw water-fpouts hovering in the air 
in various forms. Thefe began always' to dif- 
appear at the bottom. And indeed at the time 
of their appearance we had moil commonly 
thunder-ftorms, which came at ilated intervals, 
together with violent gufts of wind. 

Boobies 
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; Boobies (P elec anus Sulci) began at length to 
fhew themfelves, and confirmed our joyful hopes, 
that we fhould fpeedily defcry land. Theie birds 
are always a fure fign to mariners, that they are 
not far from the African coaft, and it frequently 
happens, that, when they make their appear- 
ance, land is at the fame time defcried from the 
mall-tops. They feldom venture farther out on 
the ocean, than will allow of heir return to the 
creeks and bays againft evening, where they 
frequently lpend the nights. We likewile dis- 
covered land immediately afterwards ; but as 
there blew a hard gale from the fouth-eall, we 
could not loof up into the road ; but were obliged 
to call anchor towards evening off Robben IJland, 
to which place we with difficulty worked the 
fliip up. 

By the violent gale of wind, and at the fame 
time the cold which it occafioned, I had the 
painful mortification to fee feveral of my Bread- 
fruit trees and other plants, either blighted with 
the cold, or elfe unearthed and loll by the violent 
agitation of the fhip. 

The following day, April the 27th, we came 
fafe and well to the cuftomary anchorage in the 
road, where we found eleven veffels ftationed 
before us, and after the fhip had been duly 
examined by the Commiffioners fent for that 
purpofe, we received permiffion to land. 
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I took up my abode with my former hoft, 
M. Fehrsen, and in the fame apartments, which 
I had occupied three years before. As thefe 
rooms were putting into order for my reception, 
a circumftance occurred, which greatly furprized 
and perplexed me. In the anti-chamber flood 
a large chefl belonging to my hoft, which I had 
very frequently made ufe of, during my former 
three years abode here, inftead of a table, to 
lay the herbs, feeds, and bulbous plants upon, 
that I had colledted. The laft year of my reft- 
dence here, A. 1775, I had arranged the pulpy 
plants, which the deferts of Africa produce, in 
luch a manner, as to fit them to be lent to the 
gardens of Europe by the homeward-bound 
fhips. Whilft I was thus occupied, it happened 
that a plant, which externally had the appearance 
of being entirely dried up, and was enveloped 
in a multiplicity of dry Jcales or Jhingles , fell 
behind this cheft. But, on the cheft’s being 
removed from the wall, in order to clean out 
the anti-chamber, the plant was difcovered be- 
hind it, from which a branch had fhot forth 
nearly fix inches in length, although it had not 
for the fpace of fix or feven weeks fince my 
finding it in the defart, fhewn the fmalleft 
fymptoms of life, neither had it afterwards, 
during the three laft years, been fupplied with 
any earth, nor the leaft moifture, except that 
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proceeding from the coolnefs which might be 
imparted by a ftone- floor. This circumftance 
proves how hardy and tenacious of life the 
African plants are, which thrive in the moll 
parched defarts, and how long they can fubfift 
without water and nourifhment. This identical 
plant I afterwards took with me to Europe, and 
found, that thofe which I had before fent thither 
of the fame fpecies, had put forth both branches 
and leaves in the Botanical Garden at Amfterdam, 
without as yet difplaying their blofioms, and 
making known their names. 

A Swedifh veflel, which lay at anchor in the 
road, procured me the pleafure to embrace at 
this place feveral of my dear friends, who had 
come from my beloved native country, and 
among odier novelties, had brought me letters, 
together with the agreeable news, that I had 
been appointed Demonftrator of Botany in the 
Univerflty of Upfal, under Profeflbr Linne', 
who had fucceeded his invaluable father. 

The town at the Cape had been, during the 
three years of my refidence in India, fo greatly 
changed in mod places, by additional buildings, 
and newly built and improved houfes, many of 
them two or three ftories high, that I could 
fcarcely recognize it again. 

The foregoing Summer the fouth-eafl: wind 
had laid wafte the whole, country. It raged with 
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uncommon violence, and was accompanied with 
fuch exceffive drought, that complaints were 
made almofl univerfally throughout the whole 
land of a lcarcity of corn. In moft places no- 
thing had been able to grow for the drought, 
and in fome places, where the corn flood well, 
as for inflance, on the other fide of the Hottentot 
Hollands mountains, the rain had fallen again 
in fuch abundance, that the grain, which was 
already reaped, rotted in the corn-ricks, whilft 
that which ftill continued on the {talk, began to 
(hoot and grow in the ear. Thefe circumftances 
raifed the price of corn in the town in a moll 
unprecedented manner, infomuch that a load of 
corn, which had formerly fold for ten rix-dollars, 
now rofe to the enormous price of three and 
thirty rix-dollars. 

I met here with a Mr. Patterson, an Englifh- 
man, who was come to this place, in order to 
collect from the interior of Africa, and tranfmrt 
home to his own country, both the feeds and 
live roots of inch plants, as were fcarce and 
peculiar to thefe parts. He profeffed to travel 
at the expence of certain individuals, and pof- 
felled fome fmall knowledge of Botany, but was, 
in fact, a mere Gardener. 

The Dutch Company allows each Officer in 
the ffiip a large cheft, four feet and a half in 
length, and two and a half in breadth, which 

they 
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they have permiffion to ftore with certain com- 
modities, that are afterwards fold by public 
auftion, for the private advantage of the indi- 
viduals. Thole, who had not already furnilhed 
themfelves with commodities in the Eaft-Indies, 
and had ftored their chefts with Tamarinds or 
other articles, bartered now at the Cape coarfe 
Chintzes and other articles which were not pro- 
hibited. Fine Chintzes, and Cottons, Spices, 
and certain other commodities, which the Com- 
pany alone deals in, are prohibited to individuals, 
and confidered as contraband. 

May x $th, 1778, I once more left the Cape, 
in order to fail to Europe. We fet fail in com- 
pany with four Dutch veflels, which were ap- 
pointed to conftitute a fleet for the defence of the 
country. A Danifli fhip, which cleared out at 
the fame time with ourfelves, fhot paft us with 
great celerity, and, being a much better failer, 
foon vanifhed out of our fight. 

The failors had purchafed feveral Baboons, 
^ which they defigned to carry to Holland. Thefe 
animals are always of a mifchievous difpofition, 
eafily provoked, and bite terribly ; for which 
reafon they are generally obliged to be kept tied 
up. If any of them at any time got loofe, it 
was not an eafy tafk to catch them again, as 
they climbed with incredible fwiftnefs up the ropes 

and 
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and rigging, and were in no dread at all of the 
higheft top-mafts. 

May 25. Hitherto we had conftantly had 
contrary winds, fo that we could not profecute 
our voyage, nor get out of fight of the African 
coaft. We now had at the fame time thick fogs, 
infomuch that we could not fee at any great dis- 
tance from us. In the mean time we had ap- 
proached fo near the fhore on the 16th in the morn- 
ing, when the weather began to clear up, that 
we might eafily have made land, elpecially the 
Commodore’s fhip, which drove quite near to 
the rocks. Had a heavy gale of wind in thefe 
circumftances blown from the north-weft, we 
muft infallibly have been loft ; but, fortunately 
for us, the wind blew from the north, which 
extricated us out of our danger. Our Commo- 
dore Koelbier, on board the Canaan , was be- 
yond a doubt in fault in the prefent inftance ; 
inafmuch as the preceding evening he kept dole 
to the land, inftead of endeavouring to bear away 
to make the weft ; the other Ships were bound to 
follow him, and fail in his track. The following 
night we entirely loft fight of the Commodore’s 
fhip, in confequence of which the command 
devolved upon Captain Kock, of the Loo. On 
the 28th in the morning, we again defcried the 
Commodore’s fhip, but loft fight of her again 
on the 30th. 
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June 3d, we failed quite clofe to the Commo- 
dore’s fliip, which, on account of the wind being 
contrary, having kept too much towards the 
land, was now not able to come up with the 
fleet. This however did not in the leaft prevent 
our loflng fight of her the following day, not- 
withftanding it became more calm towards night, 
inftead of blowing with any degree of force. 
Hence it was eafy to conclude, that the Com- 
modore did not wilh to keep up with his fleet, 
but rather, on the contrary, did all he could to 
feparate from it, in order to be able, with lefs 
control, to continue and make the greater fpeed 
in his voyage home. In fad, we had been 
greatly detained by his numerous turnings and 
windings ; not to mention that during the whole 
time likewife, we had either contrary winds, or 
elfe were becalmed. 

On the 6 th, we had a fouth-eafl trade wind, 
and on the 1 2th, paflfed the Tropic of Cancer. 

On the 17 th we faw fomething floating upon 
the water, which refembled large white flowers 
I fifhed for, and caught fome of them, and found 
them to be nothing elfe than that fpecies of Lepas 
( anjerifera and anatifera') which, by means of its 
lax and pliable tube had clung to bamboo canes, 
and pieces of wood, in clufters of a dozen and 
more, and which now floated upon the water.. 
When the animal opened its five fhells, they 
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bore a perfect refemblance to a full-blown 
flower. 

On the 24th in the morning, we difcovered 
the ifland of Helena , which belongs to England, 
and the harbour of which is fortified with very 
ftrong batteries. The land appears very high 
and mountainous, and may be defcried at a very 
great diftance. The Englifh fhips which were 
homeward-bound from the Eaft-Indies, always 
aflembled at this place during the prefent Ame- 
rican war, in order to profecute their voyage 
together afterwards in fleets, accordingly as it 
may happen, more or lefs numerous. In the 
afternoon we had failed on juft before the middle 
of its road, where at that time no fhips lay at 
anchor ; and as we had not met with any traces 
of our loft Commodore, a fhip’s council was 
held, in which it was concluded not to wait for 
him any longer, but to continue our courfe with 
the brifk wind, which we now had. The road 
was faid to have a very bold fhore, fo that fhips 
might ride at anchor quite clofe to the land. 

June 30th in the afternoon we pafled Afcenfion 
Ifland, which frequently ferves as a place of refrefh- 
ment for Swedifh and other veflels, which take in 
T ortoifes there on their return home. The fhips, 
which provide themfelves with refrefhments from 
the Cape of Good Hope, fail by this ifland. 
It is mountainous, fterile, and deftitute of frefti 
T 1 water. 
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water. The furface is likewife covered with a 
kind of a flies, which plainly evinces, that it mull 
formerly have been a Volcano, 

July 7 th, having the night before eroded the 
line, we were consequently faluted towards noon 
by the other two Ihips with eleven vollies, which 
we anfwered in the’ fame manner. 

On the 24th we paffed the Sun, when we per- 
ceived no kind of fhadow whatever on either 
fide of any tiring, that was fet upright upon the 
deck. Before we had the Sun at noon in the 
north, now it Hood right vertical over us, and 
after this was feen in the fouth, and fank con- 
tinually lower and lower towards the horizon. 

On the 29th the Captains of die other two 
Ihips came on board of us, in order to open the 
fealed letters, which were to diredt us, whether 
the fliip fhould fail through the Channel, or take a 
circuitous route behind Great-Britain, as is ufually 
done in war-time. We failed now in die fea 
called die Crofs Sea , which is pretty thickly cover- 
ed with Sargazo ( Fucus natans ). This lea-weed 
floats upon the furface of the ocean in incredible 
quantities. Sometimes it quite hides the face of 
the water in calm weadier, fo that one feems to 
be failing through a meadow : at other times it 
forms large floating iflands, and fometimes, 
during ftormy weather, it is driven about more 
loofelv. This Fucus feemed to hold out a plain 
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proof, that it grows as it floats in the water, and 
fhoots forth new fhoots at the extremities, which 
grow larger by degrees. Among this fea-weed 
I difcovered various animals, that harboured and 
fought their food in it. The moft numerous of 
thefe were the ScylLea pelagica, the Cancer minutus , 
of various fizes, and the Lophius hiftrio , a filh, 
which the Dutch call Crown-fijh, which was very 
much variegated, and at the lame time beautiful, 
and, when of a certain fize, in high eftimation. 
Some of thefe I preferred in fpirits of wine; they 
were moftly very fmall, and it is but feldom that 
they are found of the length of a finger or upwards. 
The loofe rays, which this filh has upon its head 
and back, and which referable a crown, have 
given occafion to its name. It is feldom that it 
can be brought to Holland alive ; but when this 
fortunately happens to be the cafe, provided the 
filh is of any moderate fize, it is faid frequently 
to fetch ten ducats. 

Auguft 25th, a hog was killed on board, in 
whofe bladder was found a kind of chalk-ftone. 
It was nearly round, fomewhat flattened, and 
rough all over, with fmall knobs. The colour 
was at firft a chefnut-brown, but grew paler and 
paler as it dried. It was fomewhat larger than 
a mufket-ball ; and of a clofe-grained texture 
within. This hog had been purchafed in 
Ceylon, 
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September the 12th, having heaved the lead, 
we found ground, and faluted the other Ihips 
with eleven vollies, who returned the compli- 
ment. 

We had on board a man, whofe fate was 
equally lingular and unfortunate. He had been 
engaged as Chief Surgeon on board a fhip from 
Enkhuyfen, called de Jonge Hugo , which was 
commanded by Captain Klein, this unhappy 
man’s implacable enemy. His name was Berg- 
akker, and he appeared to me during the whole 
voyage to be a fteady, ferious, and worthy old 
man. Whillt the lhip lay ready to fail, the 
Captain had taken umbrage at him, and loaded 
him with all manner of infults, even fo far as to 
let the boys have him in derilion. At laft he 
wrote word to the Director who had the infpec- 
tion over the fhip, that this man was infane, 
and requefted that another Surgeon might be 
appointed in his place, who was accordingly lent 
on board. Upon this the Captain immediately 
fet fail, without putting the accufed on lhore, 
whom he kept under an arreft during the whole 
voyage to the Cape, and would not fo much as 
permit him to come once on deck, to breathe a 
little frefh air. During the voyage he caufed a 
writing to be drawn up and figned by fome of 
the Officers, who were his creatures, purporting 
that the above-named perfon was pofitively in- 
fane. 
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fane. On our arrival at the Cape, the unhappy 
man was conducted on Ihore, and immediately 
clapped into prifon, without having the privilege 
of walking out, or having any opportunity to 
prefer a complaint, and without being examined 
either by the Governor, the Fifcal, or any of 
the Senators. When our ihip was muttered, he 
was fent thither like a prifoner, to be conveyed 
in it to Europe, without falary or any kind 
of emolument whatever. Notwithftanding that 
this man had been pronounced infane, I was not 
able, during a voyage of feveral months, to 
perceive any fymptoms of derangement in him, 
or to difcover the leaft probability, by his ap- 
pearance, that he had ever been fo. In the 
courfe of feven years, which I fpent in India, in 
the fervice of the Dutch Company, I had an 
opportunity of feeing feveral inftances of violence 
and opprellion in Captains, as delpotic as they 
were wicked and brutal : but what ftruck me with 
the greateft furprize in this inftance was, that 
neither the Governor nor any Members of the 
Adminiftration at the Cape fufficiently invefti- 
gated this bufinefs, by means of which the inno- 
cent lufferer might have been freed from farther 
oppreffion, and the malicious mifanthrope brought 
to condign punifhment. All, whom I interro- 
gated about the charader of Captain Klein, 
ipoke of him with the mod fovereign contempt, 
T 4 as 
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as of an ill-conditioned, fierce, and favage man, 
who. was not even qualified for the poft he held. 

On the 1 6th we came within fight of the Eng- 
lifh coaft at the Lizards , and cruized about there 
for a whole night and day, till we difcovered the 
Dutch man of war, which was fent out to meet 
and convoy home the richly-laden Eaft-India- 
men. One of thefe afterwards accompanied us, 
and convoyed us to the Texel. The firft fignal 
was given on our fide by the difcharge of four 
guns, and by alternately hoifting and lowering 
our colours. Upon this the man of war anfwered 
us in the fame manner, by hoifting and lowering 
her pendants, together with the difcharge of five 
guns. As foon as the fhips were come fome- 
what nearer to each other, a Lieutenant and 
Clerk were fent from the man of war, in order 
to fearch our fhip, whether it carried any con- 
traband wares, and this fearch was made in the 
Captain’s cabbin only among his wine bottles. 

On the 1 8th the Captains of the three home- 
ward-bound fhips repaired to the man of war, 
in order to open a fealed letter from the Overduyn , 
one of the fhips that came from China, by which 
letter we now firft received intelligence, that the 
lading was configned to Amfterdam. 

At the fame time we likewife obtained the in- 
telligence, that our Commodore Koelbier, with 
the fhip Canaan , had arrived two days before, 

and 
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and had failed on, which fhip we had milled 
from our company four months ago, off the 
African coaft. , 

On the 28th we failed in the Channel between 
Dover and Calais, with a good and favourable 
wind ; but in the evening about ten o’clock, a 
fudden and violent ftorm arofe, which drove us 
more and more againft the land, rent our fails, 
and tore down our top-mafts. Tire fhip tolfed 
about fo violently, that it was impoffible to Hand 
always upon one’s feet. We were fo near the 
Breakers, that all gave the fhip up for loft, with- 
out any poffibility of deliverance ; for which 
reafon indeed at laft none of the failors could 
any longer be perfuaded or encouraged to at- 
tempt any thing for the prefervation of the fhip. 
Befides the darknefs, we had this additional 
misfortune, that the crew was feeble and quite 
worn out, owing to the exceffive covetoufnefs of 
the Captain and Firft Mate, fo that many of the 
crew, exhaufted with their toils, fell down from 
the rigging, and feveral fainted away on the 
deck itfelf. T heir fare had been wretched during 
the whole voyage, and confifted of nothing but 
meagre food, as for inftance, rice and fruits, 
with very little of thofe more ftrengthening 
viands, which are indifpenfably neceffary for a 
Mariner. The Captain and Firft Mate, who 
had expected that the voyage would not prove 

fo 
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fo tedious, had very unwarrantably confultecf 
their own private intern'd and advantage, by 
dilpofing at the Cape of a great part of the 
meat, pork, and other articles of provifion, 
which are allowed for the crew, and were by 
that means reduced to great {freights, in confe- 
quence of the procraftination of the voyage. 
This had not only reduced the men’s ftrength, 
but had likewife occafioned much difcontent and 
murmuring among them. For this conduit both 
the Captain and Firft Mate were in the fequel 
arraigned, and both declared incapacitated for 
farther fervice. As foon as the morning began 
to dawn, we perceived that we had driven in 
between the fand-banks, alrnoft dire illy oppofite 
Oltend, and that we were entirely feparated from 
our company. And as we were now, through 
the particular providence of God, delivered from 
deftruition, and from the calamities which had 
threatened us the preceding night, the crew im- 
bibed frfh courage to extricate the Ihip from 
its dangerous frtuation ; which attempts likewife 
fucceeded, with the favourable wind that now 
prevailed. Exclufively of all other damage, 
which I buffered on this occafion, I had the mis- 
fortune peculiar to myfelf, of feeing my planta- 
tion of upwards of a hundred fhrubs of both 
fpecies of the Bread-fruit tree, and other ex- 
tremely 
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tremely fcarce plants, entirely thrown topfy-turvy 
and abfolutely deftroyed. 

After furmounting thefe misfortunes, we arrived 
at length juft before the opening of the Texel, 
on the lyth following. 

October the 1 ft, we failed between the Texel 
and Helder, faluted the road, and let fall our 
anchor. All now with joyful hearts invoked the 
Almighty; and I had, more than any of them, 
reafons of the moft binding and compulfory 
nature to bring him my thank-offering, having, 
during a feven years feries of toilfome and not 
unfrequently irkfome peregrinations, enjoyed in 
the higheft degree the benefit of his powerful 
protection and fpecial guardian care. 

On the 6th, M. Beaumont, the Director, 
came on board, in whofe prefence all our cloaths- 
chefts, and other things were fearched, and the 
crew difcharged, excepting about fixty men, 
who ftaid behind to unlade the fhip. 

I failed in company with fome of the other 
officers in a hired boat, and arrived in fafety at 
Amfterdam, where my much-refpe&ed Patron, 
Profeffor Burmannus, with the utmoft kindnefs 
and benevolence made me an offer of his houfe 
and table. 

I fpent my time in viewing with him the 
moft remarkable Collections, which are to be 
found in Amfterdam, among which that in the 

poffeffion 
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poflfeflion of the Merchant van der Meulen, ' 
was the moil valuable, efpecially with regard to 
Birds and InfeCts. 

After this I made an excurfion into the vicinity 
cf Haarlem, in order to pay my refpeCts to my 
three worthy Patrons, van der Poll, van der 
Deutz, and ten Hoven, as likewife to fee their 
country feats, and the beautiful plantations of all 
kinds of Exotics, which, at an incredible ex- 
pence, they have railed in the moil fandy and 
barren plains near this fpot. It was not without 
the moil fenfible pleafure, that I obferved here 
feveral of the vegetable productions both of 
Africa and the Japanefe Hands, which teftified 
that the pains (not unattended with danger) which 
I had been at in collecting them, had not been 
wholly loft. I had likewife the extreme hap- 
pineis to receive from my Patrons teftimonies 
of their fatisfaCtion on the fcore of my dili- 
gence, together with the moil handfome re- 
compence, on account of which the laft-men- 
tioned Gentleman, M. ten Hoven, paid me, 
on my return to Amfterdam, an unexpected 
vifit. This Gentleman, who is faid to have a 
yearly income of more than 300,000 guilders, 
did not deem it beneath his dignity to pay me a 
vifit in the Dutch fafhion, on foot, and without 
any attendants, and at the fame to make me a 

prefent 
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prelent with his own hand of 128 Dutch Ducats 
in gold. 

I afterwards, in company with Dr. Klochner , 
made an excurfion purpofely to Haarlem, to fee 
M. Vriend’s fine Cohesion of Infects, together 
with the curious animals of every clafs, which 
are kept in the houfe belonging to the Society 
of Sciences at Haarlem. 

The Phalana brumata was at this time very 
common in the orchards and fruit-gardens. It 
was prevented from laying its noxious eggs in 
the buds of the blolfoms, by the method invented 
by Profeffor Bergman, and which was here 
very much celebrated, viz. by means of the 
tarred bark of a birch-tree bound round the Item 
of the tree. 

It is very common in Amfterdam, as well as 
in other parts of Holland, to difpofe of Col- 
lections of Natural Curiofities, by public auction. 
Such auctions were now held feveral times, agree- 
able to printed Catalogues, after the Cabinet 
had been previoufly expofed for a certain time 
to the infpeCtion of the public. 

Among other rarities which I faw in Amfterdam, 
was likewife a very pretty Collection of Coins in 
the polfeffion of the Minifter of the church called 
the Oude Kerk. I had here the unexpected 
pleafure to fee, for the firft time, the Zodiac 
Rupees, as they are called, in gold, the whole 

twelve 
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twelve together complete, which I could in India 
neither procure a fight of, nor obtain in change, 
and of which one feldom finds a complete col- 
ledtion in Europe. He had redeemed thefe 
twelve Coins with 300 Dutch Guilders, and 
had the goodnefs to part with them to me at my 
earneft follicitation for 700 Guilders. This Col- 
lettion, together with the Portrait of Selim Ift. 
had been made a prefent of by the Governor- 
General Imhoff, from Batavia, to fome of his 
relations in Holland, who were afterwards under 
the neceflity of dilpofing of them. This Coin 
had been ftruck both in Gold and Silver by the 
Emprefs Nour-mahal, the above-mentioned 
Selim’s Confort, in the fpace of twenty-four 
hours, during which Ihe, with the Emperor’s 
permifiion, reigned with abfolute fway. And as 
thefe, after the Monarch’s demife, were pro- 
hibited, called in and melted down, it is now 
very uncommon to meet with all the twelve, 
which bear upon one fide the impreffion of one 
of the twelve figns of the Zodiac, and on the 
other are marked with Arabic or Perfian cha- 
radters. 

I could not well accept of Profeflor Bur- 
mann’s very kind invitation to refide in his houfe, 
as he and his family were themfelves ilraitened 
for room, for which reafon I hired an apart- 
ment of a worthy friend and countryman of mine, 

Eric 
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Eric Floberc, who was Proprietor of a Silk- 
Stocking Manufadtury, and was fettled in this 
city, where all foreigners are at perfect liberty 
to earn their bread, let them be of what country 
and of what religion they will. This did not 
however prevent me from vifiting daily in his 
houle, and being quite overwhelmed with his 
kindnefies, the remembrance of which fha.ll re^ 
main deeper impreffed in my breaft, and be 
preferved as a more facred depofit -there, than 
if they had been engraved on th moft ccftiy 
Parian marble. 

In like manner I had the happinefs, (and the 
remembrance of it even at this diftant period of 
fourteen years, in which I prepare the prefent 
narrative for the prefs, awakens the moft lively 
fenfe of joy and gratitude in my foul) I had tiie 
happinefs to experience from feveral of my re- 
Jpectable countrymen every poflible civility, mark 
of friend (hip, favour, and real fervice ; as for 
inftance, from the Conful-General, M. Hassel- 
gren, MeiTrs. Faohr/Eus, Swart, and Lunce, 
&c. 

Plaving finished my engagements with the 
Dutch Eaft-India Company, and received my 
falary, together with the cuftomary gratuity, I 
refolved to travel to England, and Ipend part of 
the winter in London. 


With 
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With this view I went in the month of No- 
vember to the Hague, where I inlpeCted his 
Royai Highnefs the Hereditary Stadtholder’s 
valuable Cabinet of the productions of Nature 
and Art, and paid a vifit to M. Lyonet, in 
order to fee his choice Collection of Shells ; after 
which I travelled to Rotterdam, and from thence 
farther on to Helvoet Sluys. 

Here contrary winds prevented my paftage 
over for feveral days, and when afterwards I was 
able at laft to fet fail, in company with feveral 
other paflengers, in the Englifh Packet-boat 
Royal, fuch a heavy ftorm arofe, and at laft con- 
trary winds, that we were driven a great way 
out of our courle, and landed at a place a great 
diftance from London, from whence we were 
obliged to go by land to the Metropolis, where 
I arrived on the 14th of December. 

Mr. Dryander, my friend and quondam 
fellow-ftudent, had very kindly taken upon him- 
felf the charge of providing lodgings for me : 
my firft care therefore was to wait upon this 
Gentleman, at the houfe of Sir Joseph Banks, 
agreeably to the addrefs he had given me. As 
foon as I had fent in my name, I was received 
in the moll polite manner by Dr. SolanDer, 
who did me the honour to introduce and prefent 
me immediately to Sir Joseph Banks, in his 
Cabinet of Natural Hiftory. 


This 
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This Gentleman was not only pleafed to re- 
ceive me with the greateft kindnefs in the pre- 
fent inftance, but continued, during . the whole 
time of my abode in London, to fhow me all 
poffible favour, and, what was the chief objeCt 
of my wiffies, granted me free and uncontrolled 
accefs to his incomparable Collections, made 
(that appertaining to the vegetable kingdom in 
particular) from every part of the globe. I ac- 
cordingly fpent the forenoon of every day in 
his houfe, and went with the utmoft attention 
through his extenfive Herbarium, which was a 
molt commodious as well as efficacious method 
of enlarging my ftock of knowledge in this 
department of my favourite Science. And as 
at the fame time feveral learned men daily 
affembled here, as though it were to an Academy 
of Natural Hiftory, I had frequent opportunities 
likewife of forming connexions, that proved as 
ufeful as they were truly creditable and honour- 
able. 

I farther faw, during my ffiort abode in this 
country, every thing worthy of notice, elpecially 
with refpeCfc to Natural Hiftory, as for inftance, 
the Briti/h and Leverian Mujeums , &c. The 
former is on a very large and extenfive fcale, 
and contains Collections in many different articles, 
fuch as Books, Manufcripts, Antiquities, Coins, 
and the Apparel of remote nations, Utenfils, &c. 

VOL. IV, U: K/EMPFER’s. 
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K^EMPFER’sManufcripts and Colledtion of Herbs, 
together with the Drawings and Defigns, were 
the articles, which it gave me the greateft plea- 
fure to fee here. Thefe were now almolt a 
hundred years old, and had been bought up by 
Sir Hans Sloane, after the Author’s death. 
The latter "was the property cf an individual, 
was fhewn for a certain fum, and confifted chiefly 
of minerals and animals. 

In like manner I made feveral excurfions irt 
the vicinity of London, to fee the beautiful 
gardens of Kew, abounding with living plants, 
and under the direction and care of Mr. Aiton: 
Mr. Lee’s garden, which is uncommonly rich in 
trees and Ihrubs : Dr. FothErgill’s garden, 
Chelsea, &c. At Mr. Lee’s I likewile faw his 
daughter’s fine Colledtion of Infedts, which had 
been increafed with the uncommonly beautiful 
Infedts from the Coaft of Bengal, which Lady 
Monson had colledted there, and, previous to 
her death, bequeathed to Mifs Lee. 

Profeflor Forster, fenior, whom I waited upon 
one day, received me with much friendfhip, and 
not only procured me the pleafure to fee the 
plants and Ihells, which he had colledted during 
his voyages in the Pacific Ocean, but was farther 
pleafed to prefent me with a whole Colledtion of 
them, which has entitled him to my fincereft 
gratitude and eternal acknowledgements. 


The 
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The Englifh fpend the day in a much better 
manner than any other nation I have hitherto 
feen. Nine o’clock in the morning is the com- 
mon hour of breakfaft, which generally confifts 
of tea and feme light diet. After breakfaft they 
follow their occupations, till three in the after- 
noon. At four o’clock, when the merchants 
return from Change, dinner is generally ferved 
up, though people of falhion dine an hour or 
two later ; after which the evening is either lpent 
in company or feme other pafiime. This mode 
of living appears to me much more rational 
than what is cuftomary in other places, viz. 
during one’s occupations to fall till one o’clock, 
and afterwards to confume the bell, lighted:, and 
fineft part of the day tit dinner, after which one 
is little qualified for attending to any bufinefs in 
the afternoon. 

For this.reafon Afiemblies are always held at 
fix in the evening. The members of the Royal 
Society of Arts and Sciences aflemble likewife 
at that hour on a Rated day in the week, and I 
had the pleafure to be prefent at their meetings 
feveral times. The Meeting-room is furnifhed 
on one fide with benches for the accommodation 
of the members, like a church, and the Prefi- 
dent with his Secretary fit before a table. Each 
member has the privilege to take with him one. 

U a of 
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of his friends, but he muft in this cafe deliver in 
his name to the Prefident. 

With the new-year a fevere frofb fet in, ac- 
companied with a very violent {form, which 
blew down feveral ftacks of chimnies upon the 
houfes, and home even broke through the roof, 
and at times even penetrated to the fecond 
ftory, fo as to occafion much damage and ca- 
lamity. 

Among other favours, with which Sir Joseph 
Banks overwhelmed me, I confider this a Angular 
proof of his friendfhip that I was permitted, 
previous to my departure, to view the Collection 
of Plants made from the iflands in the Pacific 
Ocean, which were not as yet placed among the 
other plants, and are not Ihewn indifcriminately 
to every ftranger. Dr. Solander, who, as 
well as Mr. Dryander, ftrove to render my 
abode in London both agreeable and advan- 
tageous to me, had the goodnefs, on this occa- 
fion, to order the whole of this Collection to be 
brought down from the upper ftory, and to go 
through with me every fingle and diftinct Ipecies 
of it. 

The Library, which Sir Joseph Banks has 
collected, is in fact the completed: in the world, 
with refpect to Natural Hiftory, both in old and 
new works* It ..is erected in a large feparate 
room, before you enter into the Cabinet, by . 

means 



ARRIVAL, 1778, 


293 


means of which one has a moft incomparably 
fine opportunity, when one is examining any 
particular plant, of referring to, and confulting 
whatever author one chufes, without lols of time, 
and without being under the neceffity of fetching 
books from a general Library, which frequently 
Hands at a great diftance off, and is inoft com- 
monly incomplete, and not always acceftible. 

January the 30th, I fet off, in company with 
Captain, now Colonel Cronftedt, who was lately 
returned from North America. We took our 
route through Holland and Germany to Yftad 
and Lund. From Harwich we went acrofs the 
Channel to Helvoet Sluys, and from thence 
travelled on to Amfterdam, where we ftaid a 
few days only. 

February the 1 6th we proceeded farther on our 
journey to Groningen : on the 22d to Bremen ■, 
from thence to Hamburg, on the 24th j then to 
Lubeck, Wifmar, Roftock, Damgard, and Stral- 
fund, where we arrived on the 2d of March. 

Whilft we waited for the failing of the Packet- 
boat to Yftad, we made an excurfion to Gripf- 
wald, in order to fee this celebrated Seat of the 
Mufes, its Library, &c. and on our return, 
failed from Stralfund in the Packet-boat to Yftad, 
and on the 14 th following, arrived in our dear 
and long-defired native country. 
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Camphor- tree, 92. 

Canaan, 280. 

Cancer, 101, 277. 

Candles, 93, 

Canes, 172. 

Canis, 97. 

Cannabis, 140. 

Canons, 14. 

Cape, 269, 270. 

Capficum, 89, 145. 

Capuru Curundu, 236. 


Cardamoms, 147, 259* 
Cardium, 10 1. 

Carrots, 88. 

Carycta, 149, 

Cafhier, 69. 

Caffia, 149. 

Caffida, 100. 

Caftles> j.o. 

Cats, 95, 97. 

Cat’s-eyes, 219, 22$. 
Cayenne-pepper, 89, 
Cedar, 91. 

Celofia, 90. 

Cerambyx, 100. 

Chabe, 147? 

Chai, 147. 

Chama, 102. 

Champaca, 152. 

Chelfea, 290. 

Chalk-flone, 277* 
Chemiftry, 55. 
Chenopodium, 145. 
Cheribon, 13 6 . 

Cherries, 89. 

Cherimelle, 178. 

Cherroton, 163. 

Chefnut, 38, 90. 

Chefnut Curry, 25 8. 
Chiluar, 158. 

Chimangis, 1 5 8. 

Chimbine, I46 t 
Chinajos, 9. 

Chinefe, 1 64, 1 70. 

- ■ - Trade, 108. 

Chipannas, 
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Chipannas, 158. 

Chipi norig, 158. 

Chiferoa, 158. 

Chriftian dodrine, 30, 
Chryfanthemum, 90. 
Chrvfalite, 218. 
Chryfomela, 100, 
Chryfopras, 218, 224, 
Chundido, 258. 

Churches 21, 24. 

Cicada, 124. 

Cicindela, 100. 

Cicuta, 149. 

Cimex, 100. 

Cinnamon, 194—204. 

• Stone, 218, 324. 

Cities, 100. 

Citrus, Ji8, 120. 

Clematis, 146. 

Climate, 160, 175, 
Cloathing, 5, 

Clupea, 29, 100. 

Coals, foflile, or pit, 105. 
Coccinella, 100. 

Cock, 99. 

Cocoa, 191, 209. 

Cochim, 239. 

Coffee, 152. 

* plantations of, 249. 

Coins, 117, 123, 124, 169, 
210 — 214, 285. 
Colledions, 283, 285, 288, 
289, 290, 292. 

Columba, 99, 161. 
Columbo,. City of, 175. 


Columbo Root, 185. 
Commerce, 105. 

• ? articles of, 168. 

Conflagration, 70. 
Confedions, 260. 
Confucius, 34. 
Conomon, 89. 

CONRADI, 248. 

Convolvulus, 84 — 89. 
Conus, 102. 

Copper, 59 > I0 4 > I2 5 - 
Corals, jo 1. 

Coriander, 150, 

Corn, falts of, 84. 

Corvus, 99. 

Coftus, 146. 

Cotton, 59, 91. 

Cottons, 239. 

Court, 5. 

Cows, 95, 97, 

Craan, 157, 

Crabs, 39. 

Crinum, 150. 

Cronstedt, 293. 
Crotalaria, 185. 

Croton, 250. - 
Crow, 99. 

Crown-fifli, 277, 
Crown-lands, 8. 

Cry flail, 219, 226 — 228, \ 
Cucumbers, 89. 

Cucumis, 89. 

Cucurbita, 89. 

Cudweed, 150. 

Culex, 101. 

Cupreffus, 
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CupreiTus, 122. 

Curcum% 1 47. 

Curry Caldu, 257. 

Chefnut, 25 8. 

Seco, 257. 

Cynogloflum, 148, 
Cynofurus, 88. 

Cyprus, 148. 

Cyproea, 102. 

Cyprefs, 122. 

Cypvinus, 1 00. 

P. 

Padap, 153. 

Daidfu, 88. 

Daijosin, 113. 

Daimio, 1 . 

Pairi, 3, 6, 17. 
pances, 143. 

Dancing Girls, 51, 
Dandang, 147. 

Daucus, 88. 

Dead, 53. 

Death, penalty of, 64. 
permeftes, joo. 

Defima, 33. 

Deutz, 284. 

Devil’s Rock, 156. 
Diarrhaca, 77. 

Dimboring, 145. 
Diofcorea, 123, 143, 
Diofpyros, 90. 

Difeafes, 76. 

Dogs, 95, 97. 

Polichos Soja, 38, 88, 1*1, 

1 27 - 


Dtfmolo, 145. 

Donax, 101. 

Dranguli, 149. 

Drawing, art of, 57. 

Drefs, 5. 

Drink, 39. 

Drought, 271. 
Dryander, 288, 292, 
Dryandra, 38, 93. 

Ducks, 95. 

Dudu, 214. 

Dukut parang, 146. 
Duurkoop, 124, 164, 
Duyvel’s-boom, 232. 
Dying Materials, 90, 
Dyfentery, 77. 

E. 

Ear-rings, 189, 

Eels, 99. 

Eggs, 87. 

Eledtrical Fluid, 265. 
Elephant, 242 — 247. 

Hunt, 241. 

Toil, 240, 247, 

Elinges chageppu, 2 1 9. 
Embafty, 31, 

Empade, 259. 

Emperors, 12, 89. 
England, 288. 

Equus, 98. 

Erythrina, 153. 

Eyes, difeafe of, 76, 


Fahr^us, 
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F. 

Fa sr£U 3 , 287. 

Fagara, 89. 

Falck, 174, 182. 

Farma Mufi, 100. 

Fans, 25a. 

Fanum, 213. 

Fehrsen, 269. 

Feith, J32. 

Felis, 97. 

Fences, 237. 

Feftivals, 46.. 

Ficus, 140, 232. 

Fide jori, 32. 

Fide tada, 112. 

F 1 G a s 1 gamma noyn> 9. 
Figs, 90, 140, 

Fines, 6'. 

Fios, 260. 

Fir, 122. 

Firando, 112. 

Fires, apparatus againft, xo. 
Fifh, 100. 

Fiftiermen, 126. 

Fiftularia, 100. 

Floberc, 287. 

Fokke fokkes, 89. 

Food, preparation of, 35. 
Forced-meat-balls, 259. 
Fornication, 52. 

Forster, 290. 
Fothergill, 290. 

Fox, 97. 

Fragaria, 146. 


F rob us, M. 19©^ 
Fucus, 276. 

Fumaria, 145. 

Funerals, 51, 53. 
furniture, 64. 

X 

G. 

Gale, 194, 263,, 264, 
Games, 46. 

Gardens, 89. 

Gardenia, 90. 

Garnets, 218. 

Geefe, 98. 

Ginger, 147. 

Ginko, .38. 

Ginje, 148. 

Genfima, 104. 

Glands, indurated, 7 6. 
Glafs, 59. 

— ■■ - grinding of, 60, 
Glimmer, 217. 

Gnats, 144. 
Gnaphalium, 150. 

Goa, 31. 

Goats, 95. 

Gobius, 99. 
Godagandu, 235. 

Gold, 102. 
Gold-chains, 1 90. 
GofTypium, 91. 

Gotho, 92. 
Government, 1, 9. 
Governors, 126, 138. 
Grapes, 90. 

Grafs, 88. 


Green 
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Green Tea, 4 t. 

Humuius, 96. 

Gregory XIII. 31, 

Hyacinth, 218, 222. 

Gryllus, 100. 

Hydrocele, 76. 

Guard, 10, 70. 

Hydrocephalus, 77. 

houfe, 10. 

Hyftrix, 233. 

Guns, 13. 

I. 

H. 

Jacberi, 185. 

Haarlem, 284, 285. 

Jacatra, 168, 

Hague, The, 288. 

Jambal, 261. 

Haliotis, 82, 102. 

jamanabos, 28. 

Hamagai, 102. 

Jan Lopes root, 20£, 

Hare, 27. 

Japara, 153. 

Hasselgren, 28/. 

Jarrak, 149, 192. 

Helena, Ifle of, 27 5 v 

JafTminum, 150. 

Helvoetfluys, 288. 

Jatropha, 149, 192.' 

Hemerobius, 101. 

Idols, 18, 21. 

Hens, 95, 99. 

Jedo, 7. 

Herpes, 236. 

Jemma, 24. 

Herelli, 258. 

JefTamin, 150. 

Hibifcus, 120, 146, 246. 

Imhoff, 158. 

Hirudo, 232. 

Impatiens, 90. 

Hirundo, 163. 

Impotts, 67. 

Hitter, 100. 

In aba Mi no, 113-* 

Hiftory, 54. 

Ink, Indian, 58. 

Hoffman, Dr. 129, 167. 

Inns, 11, 113/ 192. 

Holcus, 88. 

Intermaga, 156. 

Holidays, 24 — 26. 

Ipecacuanha, 186. 

Hopner, 174. 

Iron, 59, 127. 

Hops, 90. 

Ore, 217. 

Hordeum, 86. 

Ifie, 16, 26. 

Horfes, 9. 

Ifis, 102. 

Hofpital, 165. 

Itch, 234. 

Hoven ten, 284. 

Juana, 138, 155. 

Hovenia, 90, 

Juki, loi. 


Juncus, 
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Juncus, 1194 
Iwa Kik, 102. 

K; 

Kadondon, 16 1. 

Kasmpfer, 8, 16, 133, 290. 
Kaunpferia, 147. 

Kaha palinga, 219* 

Kaki ular, 150. 

Kaki Figs, 38. 

Kallu palingu, 219. 

Kalu miniran, 217. 
Kamadu, 140. 
KambangPokul Ampat, 148. 
Kami, 21. 

Kaneke turemalai, 219. 
Karte-paliugu, 2 1 9. 
Kattami, 104. 

Katumjar. 150. 

Kellingo, 179. 

Keulen; Van; 174/ 

Kibi, 88. 

Kj ELLIN, I74. 

Kin so hi vo Tei, 88. 
Kinfima, 144. 

Klein, 278, 279. 
Klengengang, 196. 
Klochner, Dr. 285. 
KoKibi, 88. 

Koelbier, 280. 
Komedegam, 218. 
Komukus, 148. 

Kopping, 140. 

Koofi, 34. 

Korang garing, 16 1 , 


Kosak, 123: 

Koto, 58. 

Kubo, 1, 6 — 9, 22, 
Kunjet, 147. 

Kunir*. 147. 

Kyno Xu®i, 104. 

L. 

Lac, Gum, 256. 

Lacerta, 99. 

Lacker’d Ware, 6 1. 
Lattuca, 89, 145. 
Lagnndo, 146. 

Lamps, feftival of, 124.’ 
Lampujang, 147. 
Lampyris, 100. 

Lan Karate, 218; 
Language, 55. 

Lan thorn, feftivals of, 

124. 

Laryn, 210. 

Lauras, 91, 93. 

Law, Study of, 55. 

Laws, 62, 7 1. 

Learning, 5. 

Lee, Mr. and Mifs, 296.' 
Leeches, 232'. 

Lemons, 38, 89. 
Leonurus, 38, 146. 
Lepifma, 10 1. 

Lepus, 101. 

Lettuces, 89. 

Leve. r ’s Mufeum, 2 8 9. 
Library, 292. 


Lichcnsy 
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Lichens, 161. 

LicuaLf, 25, 253. 

Lignum colubririum, 150, 
210. 

Liliurn, 119. 

Lizards, the, 2§o. 

Lombo, 145. 

London, 289. 

Loo, the Ship, 173, 264. 
Lophius, 277. 

Loxia, 99, 169. 

Lunge, 28 7. 

Lute, 58. 

Lycoperdon, 121. 
Lyonet, 2S8. 

M. 

Ma&ra, 102. 

Madrepora, 102. 
Magnoliae, 90. 

Malabar numeration, 253. 
Mammalia, 98. 

Man of War, 280. 

Manjel palingu, 219*. 
Manikan, 146. 

Manis, 178. 

Mantis, 97. 

Manure, 82. 

Manu failures, 59. 
Marendan, 183. 

Maritjo, 148, 

Marmelle, 179. 

Marriages, 51. 

Mars, the Ship, 170. 
Mats, 119. 


Matfuri, 46. 

Mature, 190. 

Maturefe Diamond, 218.- 
Meadows, 81* 

Meafles, 77. 

Medicine, 55. 

Medlars, 89. 

Mehemedon, 1 6 r ♦ 

Melia, 93. 

Meliiothus, 148. 

Meloe, 100. 

Melons, 89. 

Mendi, 236.- 
Me n ifp e rm urn , 1 8 5'.- 
Merchants, 106. 

Mefpilus 89. 

Metals, 102. 

Meulen, vander, 284V 
Mia, 21. 

Miaco, 4. 

Mica, 217. 

Miliary Eruption, 77. 
Mimafaka, 105. 

Mines, farming out, 23’xv 
Miniran, 217. 

Mirabilis, 90, 148. 
Mirror, 26. 

Mifo Soup, 38, 88. 
Mojei, 147. 

Momo Zon no Tn , 9. 

Mon son. Lady, 290,' 
Monoculus, 10 1. 

Mooku, 56. 

Moors, 188, 230. 
Mortality, 56. 


Mordella, 
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Mordella, 100. 

Moringa, 205. 

Moro, 33. 

Morus, 61. 

Monks, 28. 

Mountains, 138, 158, 163. 
Mountain Cryftal, 218,219. 
Mug wort, 74, 145. 
Mulberry- tree, 60. 

Muraena, 99. 

Mus, 38. 

Mufa, 172. 

Mufca, ioi. 

Mufci, 16 1. 

Mufhrooms, 38, 89. 

Mufic, 58. 

Mufical Inftrumcnts, 58. 
Mya, 101. 

Myrica, 122. 

Mytilus, 102. 

N. 

Na tanne, 87. 

Navigation, 63. 

Negumbo, Devil of, 78. 
Nacato no Kami , 1 26. 
Na k a no Mikado no Y*v, 8. 
Namba, 105. 

Naban, 88. 

Nandina, 90. 

Natural philo fophy, 85. 
Nerita, 102, 

New-year, 132, 153. 
Nettles, 140. 

Niembela, 258. 


Nile Nilim, 218. 

Nile turemali, 218* 

Ninban, 69. 

Nin O, 2. 

N O t o no Kami , 126. 
Nour-mahal, 286. 
Nunneries, 30. 

Ny&anthes, 15 1. 

O. 

Oath, 77. 

Ocymum, 149. 

Oils, 38, 84, 87, 93, 203, 
204, 209. 

Onifcus, 10 1. 

Oo, 3. 

Gphi&hus, 99. 
Ophiogloflum, 237. 
Ophiorhiza, 150, 200, 236. 
Ophioxylon, 235. 

Oranges, China, 39, 89, 1 20. 

— Seville, 39, 89. 

Orang outang, 1 60. 

Order, 68. 

Orders, 28, 30. 

Oflrea. Oyfters, 39. 
Oftracion, ico. 

Ottona, 10, 69. 

Owari, Prince of, ^124. 
Oxalis, 145. 

Oxen, 95, 192. 

P. 

Paditulis, 162. 

Pseonia, 90. 
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Pagoda, 


Pagoda, 21 1, 212. 
Palanquin; 191. 
Pancakes, 260. 
Panicum, 88. 
Panningai, 179. 
Panorpa, 10 1. 

Paper, 62, 150. 
Papilio, 100. 

Parra, van der, 130, 
Pafs, 182. 

Patella, 120. 
Paterson, 271. 

Patti, 153. 
PatjePadjan, 218. 
Patje turemali, 218. 
Payam China, 145. 
Peas, 84, 88. 

Peaches, 89. 

Pearl -fifhery, 262. 
Pears, 38, 89. 
Pediculus, 10 1. 

Pei, 261. 

Pelicanus, 268. 
Pennant, 237. 

Penne turemali, 218. 
Pepper-ftirub, 89. 
Perea, 39, 100. 
Perficaria* 146. 
Pettersen, 1 7 1 . 
Phalaena, 285. 
Phafeolus, 87, 88. 
Phyficians, 77. 

Pigeon, 99. 

Pilgrims, 27, 28. 
Pinna, 122. 


Pine, 91. 

Pinus, 91, 122 
Piper, 147, 148,, 150. 
Pifang, 172. 

Pifum, 88. 

Plantago, 149. 

Plays, 49. 

Plumbago, 212, 

Poetry, 58, 

Police, 64. 

Poll, van der, 234. 
Polios, 256, 258, 259. 
Polygonum, 85, 90, 123. 
Pomgranates, 80. 
Pondogede, 158, 162. 
Porcellain China, 108. 
Porcupine, 233. 
Portuguefe, 31, 109, 186. 
Poft-houfe, 1 1 . 

Potatoes, 89. 

Poterium, 150. 

Priefts, 18, 22, 23, 254, 
Princes, 1, 9. 

Printing, art of, 57. 

Prefs, 177. 

Prifon, 67. 

Prunus, 90. 

Pfeudo-opal, 219. 

Ptinus, 100. 

Pulex, 101. 

Pumpkins, 89. 

Punica, 90. 

Puresjerajen, 218. 
Pufperagan, 218. 

Py rails, 101. 
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Qi. 

Quadrupeds, 94. 

Quails, 99. 

R. 

Rader mac her, 130, 132, 
1^,167, 249. 

Radifhes, 88. 

Radix Columbo, 1&5* 

Raja, ioo* 

Rain, *31. 

Rainbow, 2 66. 

Rantzow, 215, 2,16,. 232, 

2 37 * 

Ranunculus, 146. 

Raphanus, 88. 

Rat, 97. 

Rawa, 2 1 8-. 

Red dog, 77. 

Religion, 17, 168. 
Rheumatifms, 76. 
Rhinoceros’s-horn, 210* 
Rhus, 38> 62, 91, 93., 

Rice, $.7, 84, 249.. 

Ricinus, 118, 149. 
Riemsdyk van, 136. 
Roads, 11, 12. 

Robal, 218, 222* 

Rcckia, 237. 

Rollewai, 214. 

Rofary, 29. 

Rotecubung, 147. 

Rubu3, 1 45,- 

Ruby, 218, 219, Z20. 


Rumpung, 14J# 

Rupees, 211, 28$.* 

Rye, 84. 

S. 

Saccharum, 148. 

Sacfander, 185. 

Sado, 130. 

Sagittaria, 123. 

Sago, 149. 

. * Tree, 149* 

Sakki, 37, 39, 40. 
Sakkura Matje no Yn , 
Salicornia, 146- 
Salatiga, 138. 

Salmo, 1 00. 

Salmon, 39. 

Salplicat, 62. 

Samangi Kunong, 145. 
Samarang, 137, 138, 144, 
Sambucus, 150.. 

Sanicula, 145. 

Saphire, 218, 219# 223* 
226. 

Sargazo, 276. 

Satfuma, 9.2, 103, fOJ. 
Searabams, 100. 
S^hsenanthus, 146. 

Schools, 59. 

Sciaena, 100. 

Sciences, 57. 

Sciurus, 237. 

Scolopendra, 234, 266. 
Scolopendrium, 145. 
Scorpions, 234, 

Scuandi, 
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Scuandi, 21$. 

Scyllxa, 277, 

Scymitar, 14. 

Sea-Cocoa, 183, 209. 
Secretary, 69^ 

Se&s, 17 . 

Selim, 286. 

Semi, 124. 

Seraptt, * 47 . 

Senki, 76, 

Sepia, 1 ox. 

Seroni, 145, 147. 
Serpents, 206. 

• bitfc, 23$, 

— Stone, 207, 30&, 

— — -T XZ*y Z'35* 
Serpula, 102. 

Sefamum, 38, 93. 
Shaddocks, 39, tg* 

Sheep, 95. 

Shell-iiih, 39, 101S . 
Shingles, 236. 

Shrimps, 39. 

Si da, 150. 

Sigak, ioz. 

Silk, 59. 

*— culture off, 

Silpha, 100. 

Silver, 101, 102. 

Silurus, loo. 

Simia, 214, 248. 

Simina, 146. 

Sin, 21. 

Sinto, 19. 

Siomio, io 


Sire, 14 6. 

Situwaka, 23#* 

Sium, 88. 

Sjuto, 34. 

Skirrets, 88. 

Slangenhout, 235. 

Slaves, 250, 264. 

Sloan e, 290. 
Sluysk.en, 240# 
SlymapeJfS, a 79. 

Smylax, 146,. 

Smugglers., 66. . 

Society, Royal, 29 I* — 

SoLANDER, Dr. £<$&, #££. 
Solanum, 38, 89., 147* *7$* 
Solen, 101, 

Sombong Madur, igo, 
Sonchus, 145, 

Soobo, 15 6. 

Sour-fack, 25ft 
Sowas, 59. 

Soy, 107, 1 2 1, 

.Spanilh Figs, 109. 

Sphinx, 1 00. 

Spireae, • 90. 

Spondyltfs, 10-2. 

Spran, 145. 

Sports, 143,. 

Squirrels, 237.. 

Stahlftein, 217. 

StavenifTe, 124. 

Steel, ‘working^, So. 
Steenbrafem, 39. 

Stink-tree, 234. 

Stockholm’s Slot, 

X 2 Stomoxys, 
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Stomoxys, ioi. 

Stones, precious, 216, 230, 
231. 

Storm, 281, 292. 

S trombus, 122, 

Strunthout, 234. 
Stutzer, 134. 

Sudu padjan, 219. 

Sudu palingu, 219. 

Sudu turemali, 219. 

Sugar, 93. 

— - Canes, 148. 

— - Maple, 93. 
Surveying, 57. 

Surunga, 103, 104. 

Sus, 98, 

Suwa, 47. 

Swallows, 163. 

Swart, 287. 

Swine, 95, 98. 

Syngnathus, 100. 

T* 

Tagal, Mount, 136. 
Tagetes, 90. 

Tai, 3. 

Taiko Lamma, 7. 
Tamarindus, 149. 

Tampal utan, 1 6 1 . 

Tango no Kami, 126. 
Tanjong, 157. 

Taripo, 219, 227; 
Tavarcare, 209. 


Taxes, 8, 67, 68, 

Taxus, 38, 122. 

Tay, 39- 

Tea-Tree, 42, 91. 

Tea Trade, 107. 

, Preparation of, 41 « 

Tebu, 148. 

Tellina, 10 1. 

Temples, 21, 22, 26 — 28, 
Tensin, 3. 

Tensjo Dai Sin, 226* 
Teitudo, 99. 

Tetrao, 99. 

Teti-aodon, 100* 

Texel, 283. 

Threlhing, 85, 87. 

Tigers, 162. 

Tillia Palingu, 219. 
Tingling mintik, i6i« 
Tipula, 101. 

Titles, 

Tobacco, 43, 44. 
Tommegom, 152. 

Topaz, 218, 219, 224. 
Tortrix, 101. 

Tourmalin, 218, 219, 222> 
223, 224, 225. 

Towns, 10, 1 1, 60. 

Town Officers, 69. 
Travelling, mode of, 11. 
Treba, 148. 

Trees, fort of, 118. 
Triticum, 86. 

Trochus, 102. 

Truffles, 12 1. 

Tfikumgo, 


Tfikumgo, 103* 
Tfubaki, 38* 

Tubipora, 122. 
Tundang, 141. 

Turbo, 102. — 
Turmeric, 147. 
Turneps, 84. 

Turtle doves, i6n 

U. 

Umbilicus veneris, 102. 
Unarang, 139. 
Unicorn’s Teeth, 126. 
Unicornu, 126. 

Upan upan Karpo, 146, 
Upan upan Sarpi, 148. 
Urenne, 234. 

Urtica, 1 18, 140, 146. 
Uteratje, 189* 

Uvaria, 120. 


V. 

Varniih, 62, 265. 

. • Tree, 92. 

Venereal difeafe, 78. 
Venus, 101. 
Verbefma, 10 1. 

Vefpa, 101. 

Vicia, 88. 

Vier uhrs bloem, 248. 


Villages, 11. 

Vitex, 146. * 

Vitis, 90. 

Voluta, 102. 

Vows, 29.. 

Vreedluft, 135. 

Vrlend, 285. 

W; 

Wairodi, 219* 

Walnuts, 9. 

War, art of, 56. 

Warreku, 256. 

Watch, 10. 

* houfc, 10, 70. 

Water, diminution of, 155. 

. Nuts, 38. 

Spouts, 267, 

Saphire, 219* 

Weapons, 13. 
Whale-bones, 98. 

Whales, 98. 

Wheat, 84, 86. 

William V. 173^ 

Wille padjan, 219. 

Wille palingu, 219. 
Wilunde Wenne, 247. 
WlMMERCRANTZ, X 57, 

249 - 

Winds, 136. 

Worms, 101. 

Writing, mode of, 58. 
Wurmb, van, 157, 
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